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WHY THE POLICE SUBALTERN FLED
. JAGADHRI.

.

‘Bi“'J. ox.wﬁm anwounB
\
" OU see Fleetwood struek the Stution like this,

. rank of his pecuniary attnchment, had brcc{:d-
‘ed him by at least a fortnight and several
hundred miles, so Subaltern stock sudd'énly took a sensntiorfil
flier among the marringeable’ young ladies of Japadhri. He
oame jn on the wingsg of a;sand-bull right straight from (he
shoulder of the Rajp\umnu,ﬁdnd that, ina measure, as Mra, Col-
onel Hotspur afterward declared, concenled {his hranded cheoek,

Now the decensed Colongl's wife had reverently und with

o befityingly approprinte sacrifice of tenrs, planted her beloved

gpouse beneath the fawmily h_f:ij'huck nearly three years previous,

and the advent of the Colohel’:s old Punjaub nssosinte gws kened

interests in her that rejuvenated the inflexibl pangs of romuntic’
gentiment lost in her youth, éShe WRS prett y ¥Yery pretty when
the sun or torch-light shone oh her golden-red hnir, and fusci-
nating. This much the mnrrinh-enble younglndivs seknowledged |

" but nothing more. They werb listed in the ranks, and morcover,

they conceded it respectfully {.while she stmply posed as n de-
lightfu] ¢haperod, ? e o

But Fleetwood way only a police subultern, and that struck
watehful pnpa.ﬂl and fanciful mammng ar tog dtringent u cireum-
stance to puss uuobser\:éq. True he exereiged nuthority over n
sceant soxtette; but that in turn revolved with the ideas of " »
senior-subaltern’ at dupnrtment‘ headgyarters. Besides,  thoe
duties of Fleetwood carried him,.and hie gextette, ofl into the
jungles, and that was worge stitl. B¢ prepossesaing’ pargonal
qualitiez gould have wiped out the ingane notions of elders, it is
moruliy%fe to conjecture that ho would have expeiienced an’

existence in‘Jngndhri little less than that of a paradise beyond
' .

Fleetwood’s name, ,and ineidentally the
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the ills, . Bug oniy Mra. Hotspur wag safe with h%d ghe
There"

the waler because of Lhe‘/ searred brand op hig chidek
were w’hispum.current hat young Fleotwoog had reze'.'*l i
(\;:l”u Lr;t{c‘ki;]g out furlon%ucmss the Himalayag witl}:L-I( mtl.}llll's
rous Hindustance sirdar ut u departmanty) nide fr . ;
norgh suggented that it wa i ¢ ati o
hisimmediage t-.t)mlijutuu't. Hl:;t(f}r:1;izl;f:)(tii:‘lcinoz{rzsl;ﬁi;:’dt'(ziofl;l ot
very faOJxH(;erLr.ive ears, His name wasg Yarkang, o one for
Fleetwood oftentimes detailed hiu firge n‘mn to the uuthr)rirsy-

ol hiv own rank, und gpent Lhe houry he purloined from the de-
de-
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. . - - . . * 11 :
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Baviners allowance wouly earry him shoulders’ high in the South,

’1‘}_£ere’s. tmystery back of it al, ‘somewhere, an' g ’
] nows it, It's five years since father and gon Jhtive o te"guv e
T and :r‘nmudi'atﬁly made a confldant of th, new an;ivulle s
The Colonel's wife Bent a plaintive '.iittlu miss’i\‘.’- to F
wod ¢xculpating hey deplorable indiseretion ; 1t 30;1; IO ot
ar:f;m'er came from the jungles, and the ‘depurtmcﬁtlnolw;iigz
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shrugged his shoulders insinunatingly, as he'watched the regulﬁr

excursions of Benares from the station. _ . .
Mrs,Hotspur then virtually abandoned herself to the prudent

K
advances of the commissioner; but back of it all there lurked
gomething that cautioned Benares against dispensing too liber-

ally his subaltern tirades. This happened Jjust when the fover

season was at ite worst, ‘
i . . :
It wasnow that the shriveled ol Nepalecse, whose cousins

had oocasioned Kleetwood’s pelice such a wretehed, lump of
trouble; gerenely sauntered down from the sand-hills and peti-
tioned the station for a tiger's worth df men; which meant the
jungle sahib. Of courss Flectwood was detailed to go. '

The homes of the lower people were hot with malaria; and

»Where the tiger-kittens gamboled in the moonlight on the out-

. together they spattered their mangy hides till the stench

,akirts of the thicket, their parents coughed a sickly otfal, and
WRE

sickening. Tt rose ubove t-luh Jungles, and carried with it the
| ‘

fever germa, )
- Coincidental with Fleetwood s injunetion came a ten d
furlough for ankun.d,’uud he joined thc*pnrty. Bennres che
his finger nails, and Mrs, Hotspur began to find un interest in
the departmental aide. ‘ .
It was & réd-headed tiger, .unm:)hndy said, and the Nepal-
eese corroborated itin his swn ptyhlinr styfe., Directly from the
moment the fact was thoroughly Rubstantinted, Fleetwopd began
-to grow thinner every day; and by the time the snnd-hills were
reached one counld indisputably sec the fever had taken root in,
him. . The police subaltern computed his time, and composedly

ays’
wed

subjoined three days of grace; which is the ordinary time be-

tween the symtomatic derangement a
aletter to Mre. Hotspur, the most piti
mitted it to the earc of Yarkand. Afterth
- and doctored up on quinine,’ .. L
It was: two days and & night before the LEANEZresROT was
substantinlly located, and then nfter’ s few transient glimpses
. of n spotted rad and yellow hide it disappeared ngain, Tha Nep-
aleese was fearfully apprehensive, anfd Fleetwood feverishly im-
patient to accomplish his purpeee, The plansdor its final consum-

$d death] Then he wroto
ul thing of all, and coin-
nt he rode in a hekka,

mation were aceurately developed by & Ineky predentination of-

fortune, and one late afternoon the mottled head of the tigress
was brought in on a native stret_cbar. .

-
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Flectwood Wil fust on the verge of mental collapse when

theinformation, slong with ghe head, was carried to him. He

. smiled gravely ot Yarkang, and motioned himn to his side. ““Wag -

it true,’ he whispored eagerly, ¢t the—the—that 4 was »
red-headed brutey” - : : T '

Yarkand pressed o glang ofeold water to the police subal-

Ctern’s ]jps before be answered, then replied in the affirmative.

Tlhe sjak man shuddered, and hig fingers clutched convul-
sively ut the anide’s waist-cont, “Wus———it%
feebly, : : ' :

“Nol™ wid Yurkand, pltilessly.
wond 1? ' ' :

That settled the police aubadtern, and that night the depart-
mental wide and a trio of hillsmen earried him nerthward
from the wsund-hille intd Rajputana and uppér fndiu. The
sextette returned; (o Jagadhri, und the names of "Yark‘axgi and
Flecetwaod wers wiped ofl' the government ligt, ‘

Tt was months hefire Mrs. Hotspur eculd h-ring hergelf to
the tearful realizution that Flectwood had, indeed, gone out of
her tite forevor, Rh(? learned the subaltern's legter by hearte—

" Yarkand had sent it on by o hillsman—and wept over it, and
(:ht:l-"lshull it night :nn%dny in herboson, Benares found it a,-con-
venlent opporiity ( apply for chmfga of location, and ulti-
mutely established g residonce #t o Iine-stuhimll farther seuth'
where cosimopolige commisgioners were more fully appreciated.

“It was g ‘tigress, Fleet-

downs utterly impgsible for Mrs, Hotspur to remain ot -

Jugndhri, and only the poor Thing sleeping unconseious béneath
Lh-c hollyhoek Bude Ler Btay a little longer. Whyt Fleetwood .
suied in his lefler wus go hopeless and touching, and it muss
have told hin piteous Btory well, too; for the womari'.si.xti_ply cried
her feelings aioud without earing to hide tHom. cand
c[iefi with Ebhc pelice subaltern, they intimated at the station ;
their gravel were plotted somewhere in the North, and the gov-
ernment didn’t propoge to expend a fraction of its ‘valuable re-
si)urcca in inv::stigut:’ng the remains of losg ~(lef;;artera.. The
Nepaleese tendered Mrys, Hotspur o fabrieated clew for the fab-
ulous sum of three rupees, and shé nccepted in go'od fatth., Be.’
cause she had no one ¢y advise her ghe forthwith pired nn - olab-
orutcf outfit for the Colonel’s old stamping-jirround in Rajputans,
The next season’s exodug to the Iills had jugs begun when.‘ .
she returned, - and wigh her came Yarkand. The whole sta-

—tiger?’? he usked :

Yarkand had. -

e e S e ey et Ty g e

R e Y U

e s ST . SO

‘. e
T W TA

1 e

D e T

e i ke e S Sk iyl

|

Y ‘Sorgut struck Jagadhri. i

WHY TH{E POLICE SUBALTERN FLED JAGADURI, 15

tion turned out en masse to welcome home the retrieved depart-
mental aide and the Colonel’s wife. She wasa trifle older, and "
Yarkand merely a distemper'ed semblance of his former self. In’
the hot summer nights that followed they often confided to one
another the strange story of the police subaltern, “itlustrated
partly by the half-crazed contents of the letter, and less indiffor-
ently by Yarkand'’s owu experience during the deranged man's -
fever days, . :
When Benares beeame cognizant of the facts—hy rumors,.
it seems, he dappled his finger-tips in red ink and revenged him-
self with a pithy expatintion in his book of personal memoirs,

It savored strongly of the disgusted commissioner’s rancor, and- -

ran somewhnt like this:. “That pig-headed police subaltern,
Fleetwood—mightily vwhole-souled fellow, but a deuced idivt—
finally jumped the margin!  Old woman's considernbly eut up
now, since she knows the whote thing, and trying to make the
station believe she is going crazy. Seems Fleetwood was foal
onough to get married a whils buck, z‘md‘then ran off onn honvy-‘
.moon into the jungles where ho contrived to oaf round just long
enough to get his wife chawed up by a tiger-—No, confound it!|
"Twos a red-headed-tidress—anid that's what seb the poor witling
agog when he stumbled into Jngu((lhri! Hotepur was an alluring
resemblance of Mrs. Flestwood, decensdd, only a bit older—con-
siderably so, if the dolt had only possessed sense enough to sce
it,—and together with the discovery of the only red-headed ti-
® gress in Indin the poor fellow’s brain—what little he had—wens
erazy as a laughing jackass i He’s deid mow, poor cuss, and
Hotepur's still wuuri'né; weeds, but whether for Aim, or the one /
under the hollyhock, wounld s dishonorable for a gentleman to
say !’ When Yarkand read ‘thisa yenr later he thought it
pretty good. I :
Jagadhri hadn't missed a dust-storm sinee the atation was
planned, and as the windy season drew on the aide often ex-
. plained to his protege how the police subaltern had stolen from
his hut in the dead of the stormy night #nd disappeared forever,
Yarkand believed the fever had indirectly drawn  Fleetwood to
hig grave, Thus matters stood when the storm that shuttered
Firat came a burning-hot wind that Inshed the tree-tope like
a tholisand furies. .Thén the sand-hills eeemed to be tumbling
down in great heaps, and the atmosphere grew_} stifling even -in

]
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wiy ‘for the Noodlight of t great, red, throbbing moon, but the
pnlprtuting Waves wore lost bdfore they had east more than n
fteeting  refloction athwart the wind-tosged sky. The Col-
onel's wife pressed her white face againgt the window-pane and
watched the roaring, 'hirling darknegg outside. Cloge begide
hér st‘oode'lmnd. £ . ' .

Suddenly o vivid flagh of lightning streamed the whole
brendth of the firmament, ang with one triumphant ory of
foy the woman slagpered backward and fell in-a dend fainy

CG”lﬂ.l‘B. The warm torrenl‘x)\fmin came and strove to clear g
h

':ut Yarkand’s fect,

My Gods Fleetwood !
The police Subaltern wag ‘Presented g ‘re~1istmen't by the

Eovernment, hut fipge confirmod the equity of his elaim to & gix.
mon tha' furlough, during which he randown to show off hie new
prize o the mun who earrieq votes in London, "How ‘do I know

this to he true? - Well, you sed, I am Yarkang,

e
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BUTTONS.

i
BY SEYMOUR g, TIBRALS, t
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4 HERE had always been something uneanny
" about the hut in which Buttons lived. Tt stil]
stands on the edge of » thriving little city in
Southern Ohio and is a relie of the early set-
tlement of the villuge that hussinee grown o
the dignity of a munici[.)nlity.lmasting eleetric
lights and water works that are not yet paid
for. Buttons was a eharacter, one of those
wrecks that strew life's pathway. , O hig
‘ carly lifo little was known although it was
“whispered about that before the war broke . out he had worn a
sitk hat and helda paying position in g leading store in a neigh-
boring city. _ ' ’ )
"~ Aslong as I ean remcmberﬂ]hhu, Buttous had lived in this
little log hut, and by selling water-cress, horse-radiah and mush-
rooms, earned an oceasional penny whiéh he immedintely spent

for bad whiskey. A senson of prosperity in Button’s precarioua

_market was invariably followed by & protracted ‘spree, the ox-
tent of his dissipation being limited by the proceeds from his
-enles.  He had always lived alone and was known as a bachelor.
T enn recall now the occasion when a rosy-checkéd lass. laugh-
ingly asked him why he had never married. There wasa tender

light for & moment in his washed-out eves which disappeared us -

those I conld get the devil wonldn't have.”

. - Hewnga disreputable-looking person, certainly, ne he sat
smoking his pipe in the door-way of his log cabin in the sum-
mer twilight, He was tall, rawhoned—in fuct, a ‘qkeleu)n. The
extreme pallor of his complexion, especial!} noticeablein the
drooping corners of the loose, half-opened ‘mouth, waslit up
‘startlingly by the ruddiness of the nose, into which all that te-

" he replied,. “Weil, you see the girls I wanted I conldn't get, and
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