hird: pemsal of tho
ines of BxHy’s letrer; while fhe Wi

~ monocle-eyad—rfeact
nd time ‘the fimal Jines of
Bllly Mountam 's. letter; white.

presence, because I know you: wou
nsisted, ori ‘digging out your wmtogg\-au
coming: with me, . And it's = jab
do; myself——é‘Ioue_ Xow'll: yoderstindiv

when i return and tell yoa' alt zbout {g3:18

“worth-it: . Tve been waifing ‘and plannings;
and scheming for eight years, and.-thebal
loon:'is - just” abouti réady- to go- tip L
‘going to bréak a millionaire-apd-a thi

Tnr going to change’ the- swamp-hut- dowui.

ting had: graamented his eye with - ‘
i monode inhonor; ofthe - frof

- 1ls:0f a poor:mam and a “Beggar; mag
Tire gherit 7 marble castles: - I'ra not o ly & -t brgal
C \; ? g; { \hials + - him fhancially, but' Um’ gaing to” break.
=, {\J L i O A bedy -and” heart and gont—if -
U iJ -the Tast two. ;I'migoing-to bréak: himsm
“he will weep for the poor mian and thabe;
4 gar ‘man ta take hxs milligns,  and - plea

i jdm Ch ()]]'\"”' ur \\HOG PRICE ) O

and'call it thefr gwn,:=That poor nmaw
s.and: Compa:n




g7g

So mind your monecle while- I 1 dby
feed our )lgatriot.sj double }rlatiifc%oﬂ:?é;erﬁ wfas _ac_cep_j:u od-by
sooked bread and Bulkog Loring (affy faiote ot 2nd hips : - :
énil :b‘rfe?:'ca;:'w“hm a montki e doﬂj‘ﬁ. stk b]eégd . .téke* oring, he-wore'z beard,;. ' 2 touch of gray-: He wald have preferred to achieve - happy. - He believed that she was of-

Rk i C oo DU WIR A premature touch of gray-. - rcely perceptible what he’was about to attempt in a 2 nature to be so. L
Loring readjusted  his eye-glass, I It There were barely perceptible .- o Wl above his< T .- more opér way, But fate had passed - But Lawler! “After cight years h
carcfully folded his partner's létier and  1in€s of gray in. the Hair. above his~ " e mor SR L "7 him the opportunity for which he had bloed st1! ran hot when he thought
placed it in his pocket, gave his mus-  femples.- . e e - him " waited so long. - . him. Lawler would be waiting for him

tache a stiffening twist and -stalked . A,Ema glance orie knew that this. was - L wait w, Tt was not a matter of personal se~  now—fo ‘Cé.}itain Josslyn,” of th
forth to inform Sefior Ricardo and his - 10" Caused by aﬁf or - dissipation. “lection,  And, afeer alt,- the chances  Hondufds mahogany concessions.  On
his eyes -and his- i er ]

hopeful compatriots that ‘Billy Moun- Something “about were even. If anything, they were in  the last'day he went is paperg
! - Lo ®.an . yt] 3 vent over all his papers .
-fam was wellon his way to.the muni- Mouth revedled more of ‘the truth, to 8, Y ¥ pape

;Andyet in 2 doolly argumentative way hjrh'nfore‘de‘ei)zl-y than it would T
* he had,‘a hundred times; assured him- hurt-most others. ' But she-had been
self that he was not, . " his .wife, and he hoped that she w4

ewore d beard;..

v that this, was -

‘or  dissipation..
eyes and his-

f ‘the truth, to

" lectic

e v 1S ) ! y - Nere closely; than Lawler’s favor., He was risking every- again There was aothing jn them..
= %?::t of war awaiting them at Key ) ;E;G‘S:o:{&%g’:eg;? 1;“311 Cloli?l}'ibﬂiaﬂ ) . f;lﬁ“" 'd to_his elosest : . thing.” A slip—and he would pay the that suggested Billy Moeuntain. © Hi
o a matter of act Billy was at.  Friends, with s C'Cise;fioilp\(;;sﬁ;r?;;f? fo;-'}g jTiC;in..othoring: .- fogellt. Ladv.vlexc-l Cl?;ﬂdthnot lose more. - cargsc?ore t}l:ettname; A[fr%l JolSSI.YPe
e b G an ! R i L ' ;whom ‘he came - : He woudered | ere  was' one 2y dozen letters from Lawler wer
f;jaf? S-e"cra']i Hundred ‘miles E’]e)";“d. Qnsogt’:ztt gfc‘fplg-“’"“ﬂ? ‘gqhqm e camé o He with Jmore 5o chance in a thousand of Lawler recog- . addressed fo him in that name,.and a
. Neaw g%l;tl\' anFacsetfier?sllngEgthrzfnZlngé ;than ordinary i?'xtze;gte' im wlﬁth-k_fnor_'e- o ;111:11111 . -t BT -, nizing him, after all the titne that had many documents, manufa_.c!:ured_.- fo
- l:n's craft T-hc Prune, Syhe was painted - He was one of that‘ e‘ctraordiﬁa:.*'z'l e "gonel xtraordinarily . S = gone. 'Elght’ _yea‘rs—ﬂandl ti‘:e}' pad the Ly conﬁrmegi his ﬁctithu
. ghastly maroon 2nd the namg stuck  small elass of men who -compel atteny' L T eem | mmﬁe]ﬂattebn-. AL v llk'(;-:i.;1 hfetn:lﬁe - ']c“trln Elghdt ld'elntltYl] L?w}m’;h w]?:uk;' l_l‘mow hI—I’é’
= L . P B T o i it, chiefly . be- . O T.years waitdng, an watching, - "an only as Josslyn, the faglishman. - 1
R o S 7 I S0 O B g chiey b e e e i, L. L8 el the e s il
. i - . " N . SO0 P ke . - - . . © ¢ kind of phys- - ",_ T at chance ha come at last, Law- . ) ountain, the Imetican, N
ackiont 0 RS WAESRRE B e T e evee B ot AT e
ment was laden with oranges and it lay largely in-his eyes. "His face, . sure e Ieﬂs WE;EE;J::;:{ S . -..;?y?&? ta:é uxfso‘gisisggétggge%m; h;e was ?oﬂnéyenegéus.ls' I;it ttsg
grapefruit instead of powder and bail bronzed. by wind and sun, was almost - ~hoyish | o e wore, - 1 . Mountain of those days. Even she— himself that it was not nervousaess,.
Elcsmedinar mhiacamet [ Fmoamre | edesh R
tion to the port officials at New York., shadows of experience—of things that  * - He sIm f:.fmt:}‘]igﬁg r].]h:.; o ’ O; ﬁ?s“;:ouf,g’ “c;,%: afd“sﬂ,z te?-t;i%I; jne?lsﬁzf-e ;r;s. a tigﬁtcr{iné’ at his heart
e e T O I R e e e
was her speed. Sh)t; cou%d sho.w a e for the earth, r:;ndn ﬂ'?m{‘-ssthzi g;g'f . she ot ©Ofe than one- s SV}"\l.fe 51:11::L n Ntlzjw Y%rkl. he won;ier%d._‘ .);erg near tﬁh?]ﬁ‘fﬂdﬁ s:};ll c;,lle
i Speed 1 e : i 1y ) 3 - - » heavens. . - as she as beautiful as ever? Or it home, ¢ hay 2 is ]
,:;;i;lgigled pair of heels ihen occasion 1110\11;1&1;1.;2%@11 thr tlfe heavens, - R Q&rg? : nd knew that | . . +had the vicissitudes of a gilded Tife - more thag-all ¢ hersiind he remais
an e”’occasior! bt dem;;ded"’ 'hel'h?cli :;me li?: ilix.-nitsan;.ot:ew t,hactic o P Vcl?an te. most: rugged -, .-  changed her in ways that the glaritg i his cabx'n,,s woking cigar after c._!g&:;.[.
:"'e\-‘;r since Billy had left Key West. . aspects, They glessed that..hc'rfngig?-;t- S i sun gf cl!;;éhgfms:gg o S - ;tou;socffﬂt]ﬁeﬁ;?vii;spsa nl*.tdac‘lk_h ic%ugfﬁ;:c; g:eh;?;—}geﬁe‘i t.hat h‘s return W
From that hour- The Prune’s engines have ‘tunneled for, thin linés’ of steel . o ggrs?oz suntains; that - K him32 . : He knew that there counid be nothis
: im 2 : ;

had done their best, night and day\ through the hearts of Tiguntains; that -

e - PRSP AE e Sl o SIS Wat P o lverfs In. fever Bight years was a tong time. She -left to him of what.had been—of-wh
Nevertheless, E{’SI)& }1{1&% _r;ma;ged T-’;te" _h%gngkt,hager b:;:];igednvars .frf}-.f.e‘f?l.'f' : Eigh . somer Wiy or Uy ';6"“" thirty, and he }c_n'ew-thatl for should have been.l There would Lb_:
lood .ha A towed.-evenly.---ridden:-juiig] 'Esjh at lﬂ-S’i"mg way, or = : waf’ no leader in the - o at least four of those eight years . she none of the old friands to. greet kit
0% s excible man, - Loring,  Rebt o s Gogder 1 e - -« Bad g, nd progeess. L Samption o oy act I ik om0 band 0 reach out and give peoking
who was somewhiat of an artist, hod - through savage and inaccessible. pi;ces,,.' . v . sumptic essible places, .. - v, sumption to beauty and youth, Dur- come ‘The city was home, and. vet

e had been,”

e il 2

' .ing those four years the gray had it was a home filled only with" the
- stoler.in over Ms temples—as.a warn- memories of things - that were . dead ™
ing. -~ s —— = and gone. He had felt this same-tigh
"* Then he tiad begun the other fight;  ening at his*heart, a thickening' of thie
nd he knew now-that-he had won.  muscles in his throat Jwhen, years and
- He thought of her coolly and dispas- . years ago,.he had returngd cae suin-
- slonately, Perhaps she- had. remarried. * mer day to,the lttle vine-covered, cotx
. & If so, e was ‘glad, for even his old "age in the village of his hoyhood:to:
B - bitterness “wus gone. She had hurt grieve,in that same terrible lonelin
- him ag 2 hundred thousand wotnen had. _where: his mother-had been; ' 7
Hurt ‘mien: © For a -tme it b dhurts - Time and strangers had not changed:

ce - 2 picture of him afd.  Whatever his experience had .been,”
had called it “ The Fighter.” There it-had molded a man they liked. The- .
wvas that guality in the cold blue of his - look in his eyes*was clean and: direct;
eyes-which made men respecthim at The grip of - hig ‘hind was hard and
first glance, | . oo .rezl. . He was the sort that vould fight -
~He was not large—a trifie over five  for a friend, andVho would not sirike

RN

'S ras Hard and-
eaTBEE L world Agat
He the d fiot strike
sfomately | b ST
i, I behind now? -
‘bitternes
hi

v

Jeet eight—but he gave the impression ._at enemy from behind. Lo
‘of being an engine of dynamic strength-  Was' he striking from behind now? .
-that it would be' dangerous- fo -plzay ~ He had “asked. himself that’questio

ith. His-shoulders were ‘broad and.. dozen times since leaving "Key
:splendidly cléan-cut; ang’ their. effect Tt was a question, that troubled




dous fiiture: He tock agloating pleas-.rubbed his fat hands in pleasant anti
cure-in the fact that he had begun with ation.” Within his.orbit all thing
‘nothing, 2nd panegyrized himself be- . came a Krtle late,- from directors:

cause-he had tlimbed “up” through . easy money, and he was considerzbly

the medium of what he was pleased to  surprised when his secretary opene

.. things very much. There was the sanie - ofwir off ‘alenely Flarids key, s
.-+, vite in its purple bloowm ; the masses of * wWould be" o Broadway -to-nisht 5 ¢
‘old roses; the narrow footpath, bor- - He laughed * safly, ~and fg.ve:'lt:ﬁn

o dered with whitewashed. cobblestones,” ‘deck. . © - D
* which they had placed there in that -. T

~dous fr
" ure-in -
nothing :
cause -} R

~;, . glorious’ comradeship of mother and . . S P the mec .o ‘call his wilh, ywhich, translated by com- the door to his inner sanetum, and %
7. boy; the same lilacs over the porch, - - CHAPTER II. - . callhis ) moen decency, meant dishonesty n its nounced Billly Mountain' fifteen min:
© -5 the gnarled old apple-tree that shaded The Gidd ;nd Bi-oa dway.; _ Eg:‘tf: most vicious form. : C utes ‘ahead of time-— only the:éard

ks window—a thousand things that' - X e e -
-.were unchanged, and yet no more than [¥ his gaudily upholstered and highly’
- haunting specters of what had been, polished office or the third floor.o
- . He thought of those old-days now as’ 'the new Dominion Building] Peter '
. -Te.sat alone in his cabin, and then of = Lawler sat il fat and contented state, -

; gllle girl who had come Into his Tife 1o pufﬁngllazily at-a big cigar, bis puffed- -~
" Al the place of those who had one. “out, pale-gray eyes. lowing with satis- T €T [Lawlas
* " AIl that he had givens to the mother  fackion. and wriurmiph. for Deter Eamiar s hadeal %ﬂé‘: ;1;—
¢ he bad given to her. Then—the city, had much to glow over. Yetmostmen | .} ‘ ;ig h?é nate, and most
He had Lot
- reguta.ti He was flesh-
“goming . #affy, his"eyes ~
~He had nd. his fingers ~° 73"

inemba; e puffy” . He- . "0

"He recalled - now with no pangs of ‘which he brought in_bore the ingerip-
conscience the days when ke had been -tion, “Mr. Alfred Josslyn, Truxillo,
almost a criminal.  Even to himself, in Honduras.” R
his lowest depths, he would never con- " Billy had not waited. for a formai
cede that he had actually been a crim-  invitation to enter,  He was at-the
: inal. Those were the days when he door when Lawler. rose from his chair

- had called himself the:* {ove wrecker,” For a moment he was startied, : Was!
: and had_concealed his real name. He the man who advanced to greet “him

had  found - blackmail remunerative. really Lawler?  Could: eight years

He had proved that it was easy to ruin  have preduced such a change in a. ha-
"~ reputations, if money was not forth- inan being? He had always loathed
e foming to preserve those reputations. Lawler's face and eyes, but never had;

~-He had photographed a hundred men he seen him like this. R

In embarrassing positions, He had col- He locked like an-overfatted pig.

~lected volumes of “ evidence ” against Billy lowéred his eyes as he gripped

‘He r red and highly
conscier  third floor.of.
almost . vilding, Peter
his low. ontented state,- .-
cede th: /3t his pufied- - -
inal. ing with satis-

[

That, too, had emptied itself of a]] considered hig unfortunate,.and most * .- -

__ things living for him. as the old cot- -, Wofnen despised him. " - 5w -

" tage had emptied itself; death in one, He was not only fat, - He was flesh

- and in-the other— e ridden. His face was puffy, his™eyes
-His hands clenched as the visions of Were puffy, his handsand. his_fingers

those two faces came up before him-— ..ard his whole body were puffy,. He

fifs mother, the wife—one guiding him - accentuated his ‘unpleasant- appearance - - | -~ clected y :flti.;ﬂpp eanglce X - women, respectable as well as other- the pther’s hand. In spite: of his tool-
still through the dark nights znd long . by wearing (wo enofmons dizmondsion - | women, ;,f,e;?‘c';:“in 1?;;; : wiser T ... mess, there was something, in shem °
years of his loneliness, the other faugh- his.fingers and a still larger 'one in his* - _ wise - Vot Respectable people had always paid  which he did not wish Lawter to see..
ing at him from out of a chaps of cravat, - - Co Respe: him best, for they were the greatest “ I'm mighty glad to meet you, Cap-

2‘?};3]‘&1;1:23; . I scowards in his particular business. He tain Jossiyn,” gushed "Lawler -in lis

wrecked' dfeams: . Flis eyes were remarkable, Tnm-mos ~ -~ - . ¢ him bes

Perhaps she was still in the city. But ments of excitement they glittered unéil ; . scowards dtears, but no - & prided himself that respectability was oiliest and most affable voice. ' * Qur
she, would never know that he had  they seemed about to shed tears, butmo .- | . gpde%f_ n them AL ] his cldak. For that reason he had correspondence has heen so intimate
- is cloa - .

eturned. . -, one had e i : P to be a love- ker ‘and had  you know, that it seems almost.like
- No one would know—but Lawler, of ,I,awIH’Ze;hizs?gafif:rge;gzﬁl.ﬁgﬁé} UNEFE | ceased . iesand fight. . i o his it S 21 )' I

s . - turmed his “wits ” along higher levels.. meeting an old friend. Oaly . J—well,
or it was Lawler who was to pay, ing forces were centered In those eyes, -~ ¢ | . turmed h it those eyes, ;

[ ns in his Tise - Eventually. he had graduated into the” to’be. truthful, T-was looking for
“and not the woman. And Lawler They had been the big guns in his rise Evgntua: : - . business of financing and ‘promoting, older mam. _Have a,@8¢, captai
would pay Reavily, Then—and pot to power. ‘ ' business T

which in :d::tslaugh-tere& ] which in his case might more properly a cigar.”.

cuntil then—could he go out into the In.that rise Tawler }iaﬁf‘:‘%l;ughte'xga srgatten’ three have been called the incerporating of He pushed a box™of cigar RLT0
- great-world again, and look wup. into-- and had sliin. He had forgotten three ha_.v; b:i bgeca.uSe'with wind and the capitalizing of water. the' table, seated himself, and purr
; T wind anc -

:the blue skies, and laugh. Again he outof four of his victims, because with
told himself that he was not striking,  him forgetfulness was a necessity, But -
cfrom behind, but-that what he was'. to-dight ke was in a glowingly . remi-:-
‘about to do was right, ' _niscent mood, . and’ his ‘mind: traveled
~He was striking “as any Wil wounld ~Back in retro ve channels which
Strike at a serpent.  For it was Lawler had long ago-filed up behind him, - —--- -
;who had ruined-him. It was Lawler He had caten. a particularly good
who had emptied the city of all things dinner which he had topped: 'off. with - isd vine, T
-for him, as death had robbed the cot-  a bottle of particularly good wine. To- . e Lawle B of m;eﬁ' hape
ge. .. His was not to be an act of re- day he was worth a.‘cotplé of milliofs. =~ . :  ting Tis :jon’hr%l e
taliatioh.” It was justice, e grew To-morrow he worildrbe worth three . referene an; ! ke l;ee}iT
mere eager as he thought of the hiour if Josslyn, the Englishiman,! kept -hus. e sessed b o P,
of-action that was near. .- .. appointment. JiT-. .5 : cpufly Ob, “he bl
- Abat “woild .lis revolationary - He chuckied audi ; L telephone e
friends. say, he wondered, if they knevw of - thing pointed t
that in place of smuggling Munitions:: i 4t was o
- ; " Les e T Lawler !

= . It paid a0 one but himself, and it audibly, - His whole body quivered and:
" paid him well. Also it gave him a rep-- trembled Joyousty. . In the glow of th
utation for shrewdness and generdlship  electric lights the tearlike glitter i
Tt aser o f e \Vhb'p:édig‘i"ééd'liiiﬁ""léyEE'i\{éé almost mefallig) .- .
by the fact that he had “ made ™ two * Good of you to-say s0—'pon my.:
millions, and whose knowledge of him  word it is,” replied Billy, wibo had
did not go back to past history. . practised 2 little of Loring’s vocabu+
TLawler went over all this, punctua- < lary, .“The feeling’s ‘mutual,” you:
fing his wool-gathering by occasionai * know,” he-added, lighting one of the
- references to a gold watch. which pos-  cigars. 7T [ike to meet the chap I'm
sessed 10 a remarkable measure the doing business, with, especially when.
puffy obtrusiveness’ of its owner. By I'm going to place half a million e~

L telephone Captain. Jossiyn - had ap- more” - - . . - o
pointed their meeting for eight o’clock, “Lawler's ‘chest gave. a perceptiblé’

It was now & quarter to-the hour, and “heave. A Coe

~Lawler lighted aristher- fat cigar; and - Half a'miflion"—or. tore,”. he re«

P It pai iecessity, But :
" paid him +wingly remi.--
utation { nd traveled
among 2 AHNEl Which
by the f é-lﬁiihlfm- PH

- millions, tularly gocd
did not ¢ :ped: Oﬁ.%llith

RN ST E




Cooee g

peated, giving an emphasis to the.ls
word. 1

- among the winners,”

“The additional capital goesn’t be.
“I've -
interested a friend who is willing to

. long to me,” explained Billy.

. i Tay. ancther half-millicn
L Tnine.

ook you' over.
checis.” :
Lawler lighted 2 match and hetd

“to the end of his cigar to cover his
emotion. His pudgy hand trembled. -
I've got his certified checks,” re- emotion,

peated Billy slowly, * and I guess I

T
“deal”

shrewd speculation of one who was
measuring the truthfulness of some.
thing he had heard, and upon which
e did not care to comimit himself wn-
1" he-was. sure of geod faith. Billy
saw the other’s cauticus hesitation. -
“I'may be putting it rather bluntly,”

tral -American jungles for ten months
of the year you get 3 bit rough around
the edges, you know, !

Tlves
handling something pretty close up to
the miilion mark he ought to haye

rack on his nerves, i
ST put in 2 couple of years doten Fnr
i for'an American who was - try=
ng-to start something with the “old
nca. mines. . His'capital all came from

on'tsuppose
ut he didn’t.

3 “I congratulate you on- the
- more,” captain. Not that I'm .going . -
to profit by it, you understand. I've
got every dollar's worth of stock I can .

—ocarry. Bt I like to see men.like ‘you

1 alongside’ him.
Curious sort of chap, he is.. It’s got .t6 be
He:wouldn't listen to the thing for a"_ diplomacy
minuts unless I agreed to come-up and ~ 2k it
Pve got his certified

cash them. I'm wondering, thougH, if
I ‘oughtn't to ger something off ‘the

. -He locked Lawler squarely in the
eyes. It was the final fest. Lawler did  given Diwl
uot recogmize him For a few mo- . his line de
- ments he returned the gaze steachly, that he h
but in his look there was only the

he apologized. * When you're in Cen: .

soue sort of a. rake-off to pay for the -
.. r & recei

Eondon, and T got. the idea there: T

st

itself,

1. lighted

- Billy's

of papers
the “table

You-can't afford o tak
bandling & million-for fun
Lawler nodded:. " .

- You're-ight,” “he+ said.
Own mdney is bound to také care of

f. . IS going t5. win big
additional capital~which . doasn’t. bes
ong Lo you-—is'sure to wit_just as bigs .

Your friend would probably be o~ -
fended™if " yon asked a; commission’ of

- That's the' way with “friend

I thinlg‘ it could be drranged-1 T
| He imterrupted himself to react;. for
" pencil and paper, s
U . At'the end of half an hour Billy's .

face was flushed and his voice. quiv- .
ered. Lawler wrongly interpreted his .

ad struék. bottom. A seatter |
covered with figures lay on.' = 7

n big.  This

 be dome thrcugh a figt
as you might 'say.  Now

The glow in Billy’s eyes de~

11gated instead of appalleds thi-tremor --
in Tiis voice was one of exciternent and
“enthusiasnr: Lawler believed, S L
5 suggestion that he caght toh * ™
get . something" out of 'the. deal had
er his cue, and he had sunic. -

eper and deeper until he felt

between them.  Billy- pos-.

- sessed himself of orie of these, and ran

. his eyes over the various dtems for.the -

“third or fourth time, _. .

said,
" -thousand

“zdeal.

Lavler

oL - o = That Tooks. goodat Lang-

got-an ideathat wheh i chap's” réady to rum mf{ halt miilialfnii. the.. -
: Your propesition is'this: Youll =

- actually sell 'me’ my fifty-thousand for -

ten doilarsha share, but willkgive -me .. .-

pt which will show,; if questions -~

Chre aed i ow, if quesfions -

" Am'L ight?

" 8ee if T've got i straight,” he w7

"You've got a hundred and ten > -

lousand shares of the-Amalgamiated -
Z;_rlC'and-Chromiuni-"Stock “far:saletat -

. ter doflars @ share,'and you've gi
-me pretty. good.evidence that

1 But yout'don'dh- to twenty withina year,. "

lose: sight of .yourself altogether, and °

it'Hg

£,

that T paid twelyefor jt:

“ nodd :

ygords,

“Your

sand dol.
keep the - h
“For e said. ‘¥ Your .
Lawler.  to take care of -
thousand  ‘win big.~ This
to him . hich. doesn’t bes |
have to 1 1 wih just as big:
one thov { probably-be Gf- -
six shar. "1 commission’ of ©.
a share”” : v with “friends,
“Mak through a little
deal,” sz bt say: . Now
Lawler - angéd-= ., .
extended . elf to reach. for -~
“ Done RS-
quibble ¢ . an hour Billy’s

looked at * interpreted his

- pudgy ar . Billy’s eyes de-.

< “By] | led; thetremor
“1didnt ; excitement and

Tteen mimt ¢ cleved, .. s

" once-got ¢ at he ought tor T
three tim ¢ the- deal had. " .-

Billy his voice quiv-

million, f¢ ' nd he had sunk. = -
from Lor . ser until he felt -

Ine it an oI A scatter .

board my figures lay on® ~ " L |+

and turn -+ - n. Billy pos- - :
Tawler : these, and ran

bring alo | s items for the -

face. I st

Billy’s in* ;| straight;” he

~idea of b | mdred: and ten”
" sonal cor | Amalgamated -
friends a°  ck:for sale‘at -
offered I you've giten .
“Why- . ¢ that it'll"go-
e fMBLYOR -
The! expdstTT e T T
that fact | million in the - -
. FTt's s s this: You'll
“with feal  thousand for & T
on . hoard '
rapidly o :

~throught: | i€ othe

‘gave: to

there,"” he
you at ele : *
.. Lawler

tor;-pre

" words, T give you 1 _
. sand dollars of my friend’s money, and
. keep, the other hundred thousand.”

" extended hand.-

5

‘Sour hiindred thoue,

“For your commission,” added -
Lawler. * But it isu't quite a hundred .
thousandifyor'll chserve. To account

. to him for his half million you will

have to give him certificates for forty-
one thousandsix hundred and sixty-
six sharés of ‘stock at twelve dollars.

a share.”

“Make it eighty-five and call it a
deal,” said Billy. ) N
Lawler lurched across the table with

" We . won't-

e

“Done!” he cried.
quibble: over @ couple of thousand

Billy shoved himself back and -surged in billows of sound and moves

looked at his watch to evade secing the.

“ pudgy and. quivering hand,

“By Jove, I'm latel ” he exclaimed.

e 1 didn’t think it would take over fi-
* teer: minutes to seitle this deal after we

once-got together, and we've used up
three times that, I'm going to sell a
million, feet of mahogany to a buyer
from Iondon to-night. Wil you join
me in an early dinner to-morrdw on
boasd my boat? Ther we'll come up
and turn over the cash.”

Lawler hesitated, and lzbored to
bring a look of disappointment into his
face, Jnwardly he was pleased at
Billy’s. invitation. He did not like the

-idea of bringing his ¥ fnd " isto per-

somal contact witn His professional.
friends at the club, and the invitation

" . offered him a loophole.

* YWhy—T'¢, really made-up my mind

... that you.were going to be my guest,”.
- "he expostulated mildly; “ Outside of

that fdet I'd be delighted—" .
.. “ IPs settled then,” interrupted Billy

7 with fimality, | “Yowll dine with me

on board Thé Prune” " He wrote
rapidly on a slip of paper, which he
‘gaverto Lawler. . “Yowll find us
thete,” he said. " Tl be looklng for
“you at eleven sharp.” .

3_: Lawler followed” him to the door,
throligh the outer offices and to the ele-
vator;-pressing three of his fat cigats
. and-an inweleome-handshake upor him

“at the last moment. - Not L;ntit_'ﬁe,wa
Cagain in the street did Billy £l hi
“lings-with a real breath. -

. From the New IJommion Buildin
he walked over to Thirty-Third Stree
and at the corner of Thirty-Third and:
Broadway stood for a moment gazing:
at the blazing floods of electricity that
seeimed to engulf the theater, section
in one great conflagration. Everythin
was freshly and vividly wonderful to
him again. ~ - - o
The streams of fire racing over the:
frameworks of giant sigus, the foun-
tains and’ waterfalis and  gailoping
wonders of electrical flame, the ‘throb
of life-that frembled under his feet and

ment about his ears, were as new as
that other night, years ago, when he’
had first looked upon these things:-
"So long had he seen only the stars
over the jungles, and the mden rising
up from. behind the mountains, that he.
held himself out of thecurrent of pass-
ing life, wondering i he had once upon
2 time Deen actually a part.of it. He
had believed that he was immune to the’ :
thrill of the city—that it could hold no
lure for him again,
But even-as he stood there, canght in
its mad rush and garish glave, the old
fever returned into him, seiting his
‘pulse to beating "more swiftly,
though he had takéga glass of 4|
wine, His cigar had gone out, an
turned to, relight’it. ‘The reflection h
caught_of himself in 3 window brough
him oGt of the momentary spell int
cwhich he had fallen. . = -
He had made an.appointment to mee
Captain Thotrpe, of The Prune, at nin
o'clock, and it was now nearly that
If Lawler had by any chance recog=
nized him, there was-to have been
other work to-do that night, an
Thorpe would bée waiting.. He ha
written on z stip of paper certain.di
rections, showing the easiest: way
reach the point wheére The Prune’siay
..tdin was to wait for him,. and. h
reached into-his pocket for the leath
aflet, in which he carried those confi
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and it was, the face of one he had it be that this gi-rl, with‘a.‘fai:e..so child-

th a face so child-

, was actualiy in- - B tie warny thrill o

£ her hair. against ki

caught in an act of crime.  He stood  ishly sweet and pure, was actually in- - a crime which he A dipsm <o Sl
paralyzed, o ) viting him to join in a trime which ke credulity shone in I IOr?I\IV._l;.{qE?‘“ oo . =" Be quiet!” he whispered.  ““He:
It was the girl who was cool now. had interrupted? Incredulity shone in droop of an eye- I S LRI youl ‘wan't hear you! He won't see you.”!

_The fear had gone from her eyes. She his face. Not by the droop of an eye- “ Shoot away if” you want to," in-

waver under the -

lopked at Billy steadily across the lash did her paze waver umder the - § .- Fpa U0 ) i -vited Billy.” “ But I'd advise vou not Then the door swurlg inward and &
“table. - steely scrutiny of his eyes: : - D tedoit sersisted. o f s - todoit ! In tl}e first place I'nr not so. stepped out to confront Lawler; Th
“Now that-you have canght me”  “Will youF" she persisted. _ T8 T iure thae ‘table toward her. -, sure that ¥owd hit me,‘and in the’ capitalist utiered an exclamafion™ of +
she asked, “ what are you going fo He leaned over the table toward her. YT cecond. 3 :n the spell which .. second, if you did hit me, the -shot ;- surprise as Billy faced him in the opedt E
do?™ - . Her words had broken tfi¢ spell which 1o Y would bric C T ~.; - Would bring some one here and. you door. L .
o " Tl be hanged if I know,” replied he was under. o Lo wouldn't g' And I won't call B ‘Wf“ﬁd{"‘t.ga your safe open after all, .. " By Jove, but you gave me a staril’
- Billy, returning her gaze as steadily. “No,” he said. “ And I won't call iLdstento o . eg to et you go.. e ':Lx_stqq_ to mel T may bea fool, - Every said Billy. - T ieft my wallet on youir
. “T suppose I ought to hald you here the policel I am going to let you go... - e :etb’ephdne Tawler xo m2n s a fodl at certain times in his table and came back fo see if I'd fi
and telephone for the police” The After that I shafl telephone Lawler . life, and £ iough of wae I 0 life, "and this is one of mine.. . But T “you heres. For two pesos I haw
girl’s lips quivered, and in the same  and tell him just enough of what T . S - war;t out id o make him . ¢ want you to get aivay from here—um-"- broken in. I must have those. papers
-breath he added: “ No, I don't mean have seen and found .o, make him.. . | . Hafmcil I on of the safe, | . &med Do you understand? There before L go on with the mmhogsny
. - that, deuce take me if [ dol I'm al- change the combination of the. safe, 4 vis no time - ¢ ood probably holds . 1s o time to lose. If any onk should ., deal to-night, and Pm anhour -behin
w ways saying the rough things—be- Thé paper you dropped probably holds . come—'- |l k N - come—"'~ . L e " Schedule now. You've turned up’
o cause ['ve heen hanging’ on to the <the present combination.” - A Agﬁin & ' o the éa}é'énd Again there came the distant crash i the. nick of time.” ) T

rough edges of the world for 4 few He stepped. across to the safe and .
years, T guess. I'm net used to yout  picked, up the crumpled slip, “When
-city ways. I suppese I ought to apolo-  he faced her again. the girl had Tisen-

ROSIE RN . ] L of theelevaior door. Unmindful of . Lawler recovered from -the siar
gée‘ t?aitFii\' : ;l:dgisl}ljphadxyﬂi;{\ . : the fact that the revolver, slightly wa- * Billy's. sudden Appearance had givén
‘vering wag [ ] ‘vering, was still pointing at him, Billy. | him,. and laughed in his oily ‘voice as

gize to you, go away, and leave you to  from her chair. - Farl for 3 e i : .. fai for a second time into the alcove he fingered a bunch of keys, --. -
- <ﬁn‘irsh__\‘our “_mk_n’ B ) . , “ Read it!” she said. ) - *room:. He | he paper.” On it . _r?am:;--He waS'llnic}c i an instant.. o Con‘fu_u.nd th:}‘t idiot of 2 japitor!?
You—you don't live i1 the city?”  He smoothed out the paper. Omit . | . % Ts Tz | 2t of words, mu- ‘ “It's -Lawler! ” he cried. " “ He's - he comgplained. He prodiised to put

- ‘;.INO& My home is a log hut down were writtex a number olf words, mu- . doming up | of almost micro. Al égunu-:‘in Eg(l)-t:]:é;ig—i'c'br!"“ Quidk-+if ;:ijig—?tci::theﬁ ttohdat]:;i ,_-I-c‘?:-t fifnd ¢
in Houduras. ) . - merals, and letters of almost sriero- T 7 you wantdc . ¥ Troas IP [ L PN ;Y', oo B Imateh, captan st .o
The-girl's eyes were glowing. She, . scopic finencss. ) 7 He pickes - v He picked up the plumed hat, and in”  -Billy “crowded close to him-and

7 _too, saw in Billy Mountain what other - ) . L D - . -that same.swift movement darted to  struck & match, holding the’ flame . i1
& " R V.D : -that same.s ! . i ! ; : :
" ‘people had seen. She sat down in Thees turts ach wa ’ C e dectric | 2k way . the. electrie. switch. ‘Another: moment “the - hollow vof-his hands. . Lawler
" Lawler's chair, and Billy leaned with ‘25117‘_‘2 . ¥ ‘ . and they we -2 ) anfir. they “;ere”piupged in darkness. found the key and’ inserted it -the
_his hands on the edge of the table. For T And how t} forn - ¢ This wa | the safe!” o -_.,_iE,IThﬁI w.ahy, he_ urgedhgn a Whl;pel;i ioc]l: The q;:-or"swung:opef?,. end the.
- a space she bowed her head in her i o .Tﬁ;f;ﬁ‘;‘ff:‘,a;e{ﬁﬂe- ca-u bt He falt-¢! | 25 fairly caught. L - ;‘;i‘{ﬁlt & 8'1-1:1 “ejrh m; 13 han 113 ts -g:rg_._tu.me% on. Billy's ‘eyes
- hands, and as Billy locked down upon- " € saw e s ¥ g : K- ouched-his @ three paces of i touched “his arm; an e seized it in ’SWP-PF. the room. - Their flight had:lefy
“her there filled him for a moment a h_hﬂ 8’“’(11 iht“ m‘:t,;“hir"e:ga:;sot‘_’a "o -+ mis own. I | Dber eyes shot a AR II}IIS ewn Ic vas coéd am]f.1 shx}\:ermgi-{ ,no.th_mgbsqsrilmous bel}m?l, and |
oroy it et s o utening Fen o e et 2 B e behiad 3 revolver " the door, cecing Wsotly s oo ek more (88 11é ¢
Bmootnly to the thidk eoe et leveled straight at his breast, ~ . - ¢ the door, dlc - pREESE ' .+ They could hear Lawlor's-footsteps in of the o wne 1ot 0 e ct
.smoosthl_v I-EO thel_thl;ck C'Gils bﬁhmd.k 4 eve 6 pésnr?illge- e ”Sshe commanded. - - They could | she commanded. -+ They could hear Lawler's: footsteps in .of the door while. Lavwler went to
7 “8ee here, little girl,” he aske - Fshe SR S

" the cortidos. : ‘enacing weapon _‘the corridor, and Billy pustied his com- "~ desk.’. .He héard' a' movement . behir

“bluntly, “ what in thunder zre you do- ~_ n spite of lhe menacing' weapon = | .77 ion back * dmiration. She ¥+ -/ panion back into the farthest corner of hitn, and-he knew that the- girl yras:
_irig here? What do you want in /_t\hat Billy {elt'a thrill of admiration. Shg lgaa: alcave. opera clozk and }o thealooye o o leaving. He listened. "Out of the;
s,aff_aI 7 and S gad thlm\g: back herstgagm tzf;ek o ol Faranine tood tense and - Lo Fﬂg' an\mstanttﬁ_h__; _s!ﬁ!%:géc)'.l_l_gmg__5}1;1:_...%9‘.’9: Eh@ri?c}a.im& whisper, sgﬁo;v--ﬂl?
is tone was a command. e .ner slender form s ey b e o i that  ma et HER pressed , he scarcely heard: it, yet so filled with
L o018 IOnE as & Lo L T o iy ] I’ t pon i o at " em L, DLL . A a1t 3
Tobked "wp. " Her face was pale, but pn_zsad is if rfok-spgiflg;}lpo; ?;En I-é'm;..__. o B g;ni;hs% hisc 7and falling.of . against his _Qan,,auti..thh a ﬂn:[ll_—_tg-l'at ‘_§\‘f[e‘etness tha't,‘,hxg. hea}‘ﬂea‘l‘)ﬁd- .
this time he knew that it was not with * noted the quic rising: an th . . seat the hot - . her bare throat, | ] sent the hot blood swiftly through him, " Geod-Dy!" it -said. .~ Good-b
« fear, . - - t?ner bi'east, th?[_ Eh}'f’]btofé‘fi; b}?;a Ebma‘:: - “u e felt the that had begun © he '—"felt"t}}e.___slxligzenr-touch of ber hair Ta}'ld'then;the,_re was silence. - ¢
! You are not going to call the po- the cluster of vio ets. that had begun ) against his their faint per- - - against his lips: Tawler s, hand-was - = Lawler had pulled out 4 °drawer 4n
lice? " : ta fIl the room with their faint pér- T o the outer  lace that half .- odthe outer door, and the'gir( shrank” was offenpgl um the wallet. -7t
o ,}I\:O'” . Iun‘]e.,ale‘{e;: th_%.ﬁhny_iace _th:t.half o " dioser. to i  ring arms. ORI 1 him, . The perfume of Her -+ putit in thete for safe-keepirig,”
: hen will you help me open the concealed her shimmering arims.. o i 2 @ little brick! - -y Lan't. you. remais

; Ry 18d; his’ nostrils;
: safel?” i - By Jove; but you're a little brick 1 oo hie

wy

o *T'dTdlmost o

almost L

. He stared at her speechlessly: “Was “he ,exglai_n:léd,,sggide_rﬂya‘ o
it possihle. that:he heard aright? Could ~ like to'do it "But I can’t
WY PP : N




snatchmg the wallet from the other's scended them f.hree steps it a. \ bound.
hands “Can't lose’ another mmute The night élevatar-man. was llcrhtlng a
'pon my soul I éan't— cigarette whens he rushed into the
In his haste he dropped the wallst lobby,
and a scatter of papers fell out on the. * © Did you seea young 1ady pass out
floer. With a muttered curse at his  half 2 mmute ago?” he cried.

man I— el .a.. bgund.i
was )ommc was ll'ghtmg a

" had .achiey  Ged into the

- “hecorsed b .

few- precic 2 'ady pass out

* office. If: :eried

liis ¢
was jotuing her: Aftcr all, his. pursu . ing” camage, the manner i which
fiad ", achleve&hlm nothmg, and ‘dgalii,  opeded the door for the gir] to
he cirsed His luck for havmg— lost thme, --out of the foyer, all ‘confirmed it

: " few- precious moménts in- Lawler’s  his fifét judgment of the girl herself_‘

Y “ » : » . fice. If it had not been for that he' He had not surprised a mere thief
execrable fuck he stooped to recover . “ Just brought one down,” replied o dewn,” replied 2 & 1 i3 L&
_;lhem HA& deze.ﬁ s;cond; had changed th; man hwith u_mdlfleﬁing slowness. ;;Zulriatﬁat slowness. :‘;‘;Ullfiea}(’:z‘ég Cgi_lgafﬁw‘-%‘mfh her before g:;giei;) ih:ﬁ:ﬁld g:; e:-”aéao ttl::;et Efg;
tt fte- " Put tin t A
n:l;t tm:h;g to ?nsrg:gc::.;;: e “u“f()hihe;a; cﬁ}d sﬁ;;;: » Even if - Even if he had overtaken her,” “hat mbhery alone;

: Those. whispered words—npot much ~ " He nodded toward Broadway, and - | - .-g&";lﬁch?; Sroadway, and - | .o :‘Q’o“{i ha-l.r{e happened?. For the first . Searcely l;lad the door ceased. to
. more than the piamtwe sobbing of o Billy left him like a shot. A block ) oot a hot. A biock : ;. timehe as‘ed h:m§elf_t}1e que's_tmn, and - swing upon the girl’ and.her E:pmpampn
" breath-—still lingered in his ears. Not away he saw a women hurryingin ad- Its answer - 7 #ts answer left him. filled -with a_cu- - than he.had made up his mind to. fol

o s wrrying in ad- Y B ; i f :
* s0 much the words, but that trembling . vance of him, and he hastened to. over- - ;L(;us;ng?l?; sten)f;d tgo over- . Eoeuinthlngtﬁi cll)ipfe;ﬁgn o?imcitdoi i?]‘;; t{":::;é gI;I; g"-ﬂ;ghdlﬁco‘f?‘ Wh:];
: B ; T - - S . 3 . - n x ha rodu ——] aps where
?fiﬁ-iiit: ‘;‘iﬁ;eihégfl??gaaiff?ﬁn?:fl iftz L?tfl Tg walst :xﬁufthatﬂe a.gi;}ock\ﬂ NS swit reacd -:ﬂe'aglgkackxgg ) swift reaction in Him. . ¥ girl lived. ~Not-for an Elﬂant dig
note of sadness — had sunk into his. Broadway was he sure that he saw. s He had He had been waiting: for her_«—ex- -think of them as man and-wife. Ther

ecting her ° that he- saw.: |
LGS Partnegrs o for an instant
TP p o0 turned up-

-pecting .her. - They were undoubtedly was somethmg repugnant and entirel
‘partrers in whatever scheme had been.. unconvincing _in . that thought™"He
.on foot. But'if this were so why had watched the couple enter ‘a taxicab.

heart until in this moment he was no -her. She had hesitated for an iistant - .
longer- the cool and invineible Billy at the corner, and “then turned up- ) g §
Mountain who had traveled from the - town. . N on foot.

: : ' . : . theman'le - - N 1" the man-left- the most dangerous patt . Nowsooner had the machine starte
' > jungles of Central America to wreak He was sure that he codld not lose - : " . cotld not lose - C g P tarts
' His vengeance apon the man who was her now, for the theater crowds were - o thli bzautu .r crowds were - - .to his heaatiful accomplice? Billy had  thaa Ihe._sprang ;0;71\’375 another cab..
' -watching him from the other side of off the streets. He half ran to the cor- ?&0 -t;m pu TR0 the cor< nott &m& tUZlquESt‘?“ thlmseli deeper h W'ﬁ“g{ to fo %‘;’ tkha‘t:i' 'ix'di b}lﬁ.
the table. ner and there slackened his pace to . P hs t . -into the puzeling situation - crie eep a block™ behin
" “He had made up his mind almost aveid attracting attention by hlg haste. o The girl: n b Ishigaﬁzstf The girl and het escort'were coming  don't lose it. . If you make good: 3’
before the whispered words had died He was within fity yards of her when - down the = R pt T down jthe stalsway leading. from thie Hp you a five. , Are yowon? ”
away in the darkness of the aleove. He She turned.in at the Knickerbocker, He : © L EPReT b;xh ckerbocker, He |- .upper boxseats.. Hi¥ first glance was The chauffeur's ceply was fo St
w'oluld 1folIg)w. He would }(I)Vcrta&:e_ tlﬁe qm;}\ened _h:s steps only to be doomed - gfri‘,hi 1sussec < to be doomed s ;r}h?u ?uss:;i ;.nail: :ﬁltgg nfacc;H c;f ;1:: ;g;—k?&gm:a gefr“g?r ﬁg(t}eren é:;i?;epsm E;lg
girl who, 1t a space so short. that he- to disappeintroent. " LI - ) - H -
could not yet comprehend its signifi-  The foyer door was swinging behind - 4= - in immecuk winging behind -~ f* - in immaculate evening dress. - Evéry minute after that he becam
. cance, had arouseq this revolution in _her as he entered in front of the bbx- - Hisskin 0 % e bhxe ‘ .. His skin was of olive darkiigss. He .-moré puzzled.. The chauffeur in - the:
. }tlki:'n: She wmight be }.':.n ad;enturess, 3 o_EJE:le.hT\\(o pe(riec;lous miuutesh \\{;re 105‘;:‘ . xglr:ha 1\1\1;3; inutes were lost” o wﬁreha I“i:a_xes a?]d pointed mfsscgf: ;::;;I ;heagoﬁ;mggoig‘%drmng 2
. thief, a woman whose beauly and” while he roused the man In the box an in the box and - Teoe wihid ike “his. hair, was et -blac e
‘})uri‘ti_vhof face had fooled as well as urchas;.ld a <:itn:khet I—;.']e f?,f like thrusté B R Elﬁgt Eﬁ‘: ‘: felt like thrust- =~ B~ <° ’I‘Ezt gl:ﬂ wwais 50 deeegatagﬁorgziség S::;n::: F?fl:; )}% jzllf;‘; e
*Tured him. ing a hand through the cage an : hat he the 4 S e saying & .
But he would follow. He would gripping the sallow—fgaced youngg fellow . within three you‘:-,ag ‘}eli?w ~ within three steps of Billy without sees"" that following an intricacy "of averies

‘ing hilm, I¢ that moment Billy heard' .and streets that soon, Lad: Billy o
©"the mar's voice distinctly., He was pictely bewildered,
_speakmg inm.the fongue. which was al- -~ At the “end- of hali an ‘hoiir R
most ‘as- familiar to him as his own- er suddenty “doubled the, spes

ing him, I
the maris . Never had 4

speaking in
most as 2

know who she was. ~ In those.few behind it by the throat. Never had a
* hours in which he had dared to dream  human being moved with more aggra-
s.of.Jove..after..the. Mack. ruin.of. his...vating. slowness. .- The..girl. had..disaps....comm fu:

earlier days, it was a face such as hers ; peared again when he reached the

th more aggra- - .
girl- had-dlsap- o
e reached the

that llehhad lwsmned -Here be"had  foyer. To the ma:‘;l Ivho received his -1 Sp ‘5:‘}1';51:\,—111 90 received his © -] SP&‘}IE'h'H P J hine,” he was }1:::r(:em;naﬁe‘::lf:rhgtileoe‘:edldfo:nbgﬁy
found the reality ticket he said casuyallys : R . v o will-not do, osep I e W
He rosIS to1 his feet and held out a f“ A yo‘:.{;'leg }Ilady ?udstdcagne mP :,ihead " kzag:;"nu fs}( camie’ in ahesd sayn;g t‘\;’e mudst wait. We wzll take .. ilggldeﬁgtoizic 1;]1:2:"“};1:& ii:(t; nﬁt];lgj
hand. to Lawler. of me, ich way did she go? ! - D UERY  ishe go?™ cab outside,and—
“ You'll” pardon me t;or hall éhé&‘ th“ Box txcket-—t? the right,” replied ) feﬁﬂgr?o?clidc right;g” replied <Billy: déd ntgtthe}g theére‘if] dlem;stt Ot;lg ;ﬁ?;lgwiite(ia hejruss:;w b;};g ‘:az:‘vi;; ;Zassgzth
, 1 " ' rman i ! : " . words thal 2 :
Sgsiié_;.osr;glfuhaong;naﬂ rn :ezsyi)u Ziiozrowde; rxsne };mong the men at ' - were’ stiffict ‘ng the men at - sufficie] Avenue ~ fuses itself into Carmme
" fo<mortow—sharp at eleven!” the rajling and stared at the boxes. into thedze. “at. the boxes. - t Street; and.its octupants get out.>
* He: could have kicked Lawler gpr Almost jnstantly his Questing eyes saw .- had made | jasting eyes saw his ‘mind Wwes abouz end- hundred..fimes ke "had. traveled.-over
© following bim into the corridor. Tt the parting of a curtain, and for a mo- -t ed Fer him TS, S mo- o[ ed. for him,.-He had noted that there this ugliest of New York streets, and

“fora ‘moment’ he was spo”amazed -at’
the action of. the twa ahead of. hzm_that
did T Thien, as . he. saw;

swad nothmg af 'the criminal in the for-

1se o her face.
efgner’s s*face It wad
hi

s was nothmr
R clen hed hns

_ kept him from ruaning, and he knew ~ment hie caught 2 glimpse of-her face.-
" that the girl had already secured @ In that- same breath lie clenched his
- good start.: Ounce 4t the stalrs, he de- .hands'i in ve‘cah 2.




" - Street:
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thrust z bask-note into the taxi-dri-

ver’s hand and jumped to the street.

" Wait for me here,” he said. “If
T'm not back within an hour keep the
change!”

Every step that he took added to his
bewilderment. Within the. next few
blocks he approached at times within

a few yards of the girl and her com- -

panion. He knew the sort of people
he was among. They rubbed against
his elbows. They touched the .girl's
dress who was hurrying on ahead, her
hand in the arm of her escort.

- Through this night-current of
Bleecker Street the two continued,
straight past the ¢ld office of the Banca
Italiana, awd then stopped and turned
- 50 suddenly that Billy had only time
to turn his back to them and drop into
a- doorway before they passed him.
Across the street was an old building
- with a sign which read, f\genzza &
““Pasaggi da e per UEnropa,” and to-
ward this they went. Billy thought they

- were.about to enter, when they turned

agzin and disappeared vp Thommpson

.tounded the corner when he-stopped
as suddenly as though some one had
confronted him with a gun. At the
curl stood a closed carriage, The girl
- was entering it. The man got in after
her. The door slammed and the car-
riage rattled swifily up Thompson
Street—-the ragpickers’ paradise!
. For fully a minute Billy stbod with-
out moving. The carriage disap-
peared. The rattle of the wheels died
away, Still -staring, he.thrust his

“of that?” he demanded of himself,
and turned slowly back in the direc-
; thom of the taxicab.

CHAPTER IV.
The Day i‘ﬂﬂen

V-NVOT.until the faint odor of bilge-
water again tickled his- nostrifs,
and he found himself once more among

He followed, hut had scarcely -

tardls-deep-into his trouser=pockets:
*“ Now what the devil do you think-

into it

shops in the vicinity of T

anchorage, was Billy sure that he had
come, fully into possession of his

Thorpe looked ltke a pi
shouldered,
faced, and as fierce looking
throat” that ever sailed the

But he loved Billy Mountain with 2
Sancholike ﬁdelity, and there was a
tremble of rellef in his rumbling voice

when he saw him approachl
the darkness.

“ Another half-hour and T'd have
been up there with' Pedro and Miguel,”
he greeted Billy, grippidg him by the -
‘hand.”
by you'd shot the old cuss and the pe- "

T~ they haidimr=-

“ T was beginning to

tice" hiad miabbed"you: "
“WWhat then? P laughed

“ There'd 've been a revolution in

New York before daylight
morning,” assured Thorpe

They went on deck, and Billy re-
‘Jow that he was -
alone, he went over the incidents of -

tired to his cahin.:

the evening, ome by - oke’
played his part well.
set.

had allowed the ‘mysterjou:

the mnumerable littfe naut]cal-aupply

shaggy haired,

e trap was_’
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did not regret that he:
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He came.out on South ‘Street, with . of an.inc
the keen salt air sweeping into his face, . . fort was
and stood looking out over the great sand bez
open sweep of the quays. Bordering . " - clysm of
the water-front was a dark wall of old "~ " “impressec
warehouses, and the lofts of the sail- hers. " - F
makers and boat-builders, with® naut- - unforget:
ital-supply stores and saloons elbowing  aleove, w
one’another for breathing space., * sure of h
Passing beyond these he; searched " hair agai:
the massive piers, siretching like long- ‘perhaps
arms out inte the-river, along which ‘tive had <
vere moored the deep-sea merchant- - At las:
men. He wongdered if Captain Thdrpe:  but little
had returned to The Prune. Time had giad whe
-passed more swiftly than he had " he passe:
thought. He looked at his watch and'~ “.. loading
found that it was eleven o'clock, He - * % Prume's s
was not surprised when, on reaching . ST Lawler
VThe Prune, he heard Thorpe’s heavy o aleven: I
voice and saw the glow of his pipe.. effusivenc
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3t regret _that” he:

stcnous Yisitan

haired, grisly”

" gscape; hor repmach Himiself because
.hehad followed her: = -
Buthe tried to convince hu‘nself thatv
=7 inallowing a pretty face ta affect him |
.1 as Hers hadgdone he had been guilty “money in selling stock than in diggin,
- of an.jnexcusable weakness. The af- . out the stus yourself,” musedt Billy:,
" fort'was in vain. He had seen a thow- :. ¥ Sure as sunset!” exclaimed: La
sand beautiful faces since the cata® fer. “ Millions more!”
- clysmof-eight years ago, but noge had |~ Once outside,. Billy made for i
‘impressed itself upon' him so deeply as  captziir's cabi T horpe was waiting:
. hers, - He knew now that those few for him—thot water, towels,  and a
unforgetible momtments in the dark
aleove, when he felt the sweet pres-
sure of her body, and the touch of her
. JBair against his lips, had changed him,
-perhaps Torever, and that a' new mo-
-tive had Swept 1rres1st1bly iito his life.
‘At last.he went to bed. He slept’
but little " during the night;and “was
© glad when day broke. ~ The mdrning
- he passed in superintending the un-
-. . - loading of what remained. of The
“. -'Prune’s small cargo of fruit.
. Lawler was on hand promptly at
. eleven. Billy greeted him with forced
effusiveness; and Lawier’s fleshy face
“fairly diffused a-radiatice.” His vest-
" packets bulged with cigars, which he _
“untoaded on the table when they. en-
. tered fhe cabin.
L, " Billy picked one up, Ilghted a match, .
2 and hesitated; Then he pit it down, -
© *Make yourself at home, Lawler,” -
he said. “I've got to go over a few
.. matters of immediate business.with the
" -captainm. It won’t take more than ten
C'or fifteen minutes. Will you- exciise
' me that long?” e forestalled any
possible intention his guest might have
had of going on deck by handing him
£ a nuwmber -of papers: - Do you mind -
 “locking © those “over?” he | asked.
- *“They deseribe our mahogany conces-
© sions, .and T'd like your proiessmnai
" . opimion on them” © " :
“ Fil look ey et with: pleasure
id ‘Lawler: 3" Mahogany conces-
_s ns; ‘eh? - Thal's something new: to.

‘Has a pleasmg sound—«»very - Lod
gBod. in print. \f[whty pleasmg to;th
eye: Ever think of it in that way? s

"I suppose -there would be” miore:

razor at hand, - Bﬂly stripped off hi
collar and dropped into a chair. ;
“Make good time, .won't
“Thorpe? " "he  urged,
to keep him waiting long.” ©

“Twenty minutes later he looked 4
himseif -In a glass. ~'His beard" an
_ mustache were gone. - Smooth-shaven
. datker by several shades, 2 little firmer-
“about the jaw, he was again the blué
-eyed Biily . Mountain of eight’ years:
- ago. - One thing was missing, and that
was the old quality of his smile} jts’
careless ‘good humor. The smile was
_there, but it was different. ~Eines hadl
deepened and changed, and back of the-
smile thathe saw now in the glas
there was something-terrific. and '
“pending. He went back to the - cabit
where. Lawler “was still pormg ove
the papers. .

Lawler glanced up, ang
reading. - ... g N
“This is interestir = Josslyn,
said. You ve got ‘hold of a mi;
.big concession, It wouldnt be har
to make.a winner out of this.”

- “It's worth a couple of miltion ¢
any man's money, ‘isn’t it?2” ) asked’
Billy: " Trmgan;-of course; that there:.
wouldn't- be anything crooked about
selling it.”

Lawlér gave an: oily latigh.

-« Yt equid be fioated for five.
million would be cheap,”

Slowly. Billy turned, ~His face was -
Jinsthe light, and as. Lawlet stared a

. Onthe “face. of ‘Ht-—Ffor a stock _him his. eyes seemed. to pop from fiis.
'company, you knew—sounds: mighty héad, and.his face-deadened to.th
good .that” word: ‘mahogany.. ' Goid, ", color of . Wi is ﬂeshy lips moved
“lead, Sil-=all W i 1




“ Vour*

“ My God!™ he gasped,

“ Yes, it’s I, Lawler,
quaietly, ' Don't you remember what
I promised you on that last night—
that some day. T'd come back? W'e.ll
I've come!”

Lawler rose to h1s {eet and stocd
like one stunned. Bllly ‘pointed to the
chair.

. "“Sit ‘down!” he commanded. “I
want to chat with you, Lawler. - The
door .Is locked, If you make a dis-
turbance I shall use this,” He drew
ay automatic pistol and held it with the
mizzle pointing carelessly toward his
prisoner, as he seated himself across
the table from him. - “ Sit down!” he
.. said again
" Lawler dropped back inte his chair.
Under their- feet “there -came a rum-.
blicg throb of engines,- and something
. -in Billv's cold smile filled Lawler's
Reart with a clammy chill.

“We're getting under “ay,” ex~
plained Billy. * Want to lock out of
~ the window, and see the last of homc,
Lawler?”

Lawler wet his llps .

“You'll pay for this,” he gasped
STt means the pcmtermary If it 1sm't
a Joke—
Tt isn't,” assured Billy., *It's the
deadliest game you ever played in your
life, Lawler! Do you suppose I've
waited and planned and schemed for
eight years just to play a joke?

[

member the day when a young feliow
‘named Billy Mountain walked into

wasn't he? e was honest, and he
trusted people.

“He trusted you, above alt others
“because you were supposed to be his

‘just died. Remember, Lawler? That
youngster had about twenty thousand
_dollats” worth of timber. "And besides
that'he brought down with him a_wife

- soul green with envy the moment }ou
saw her o -

" replied Billy -

“Was yours a joke? Do you re-

yoursoffice forthe first time; ten-years ™
ago? He was 2 green-looking chag,-

‘father's friend, and his father had-

" so pretty that she turned your wicked

U Was the thin.'g that happenad aftér ;

that'a joke? What a friend you were,

- for a time—weren't you,Lawler? You
took that.-young. fellow into your of-.

fice. You paid.him a larger and larger

salary. You promised him a partner-
ship—and he was green enough to be-

heve you.
 Also, he was honest and. trustful‘

encugh to think nothing wrong when -

you sent his wife fowers-and candy

and theater-tickets. and took her out to .
-high-tened dinners, while. he, grubbcd‘
-at work in the office.

Only fr:andsh:p, you, know. - Bat it was,

a joke, wasnt it,; Lawler—a joke om
me. Fof you robbed me of every dol-'.
And you showed her.the | -~
glitter, the song, and-the wine of life
until she got drunk with it al}, and you -

lar I had.

ruined her. = Both blows came at about

" the same time, as 1 remtember them.

" You tock my wife first, with-your
money, your drink, your big promises,.
and your fast friends-but I didn't
know it at the time.
it ali until you had stolen the timiber,
and then— But what's the ‘use of
cfomg on, Lawler? It was dli a Joke,
wasa't jt?”

Not a quiver of exmtement or irfi-
tation betrayed .igself in Biily’s voice.

But it shook a little now as he leaned -

across and asked:

hl

“'What became of her Lawiar’ -

Whére-did she go? "~ -
Lawler tried to speak, but hls voice

failed him, - Billy could: ﬁear the drv_ .

rattle in-hig throat.
~“Don't be-afraid;,” he saide “\I’

o not going -to kill you mow, Lawler.

That would be too swift and teo easy

for you,

Wbat became of her? ™ /7
She—she left me for: Hemmmg-

way, the broker,” throated Lawler i ina -
“He had more

hoarse; stifled voice:
money. She broke: up his hoing:™

“You mean that yow broke
horne;” corrected Billy, Tt was
who * started “her, Lawler. .
Don't be-afraid af hurtiig. me,

Thought it was

I didn’t discover

But Il Xill you if you lie,
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fivid lines across his face, and Billy saw
that the palrﬁﬁ of his- hancls were wet.
- ¥ Ga ond’

“She went from bad to worse,” he

- finished huskdly,’* and she seemed to
) .Plenty of money, and jewels ’
. and a carriage of her own!  She wasn't
‘fit for you, Bllly I haven't seen her
“in. two_years.”

Billy Tose from his chair and walked

back and forth across the cabin, the -
pisto] in his hand; and a smile which
- Lawler could not understand on_his
 lips..

¥ No, she wasn’t ﬁt." he said with
a queer softness in hisvoice, I know
she wasn’t fitt But’--he turned,
and his teeth gleamed-in a cold, pas-

- sionless smile—"that isn't going to
. save you! You're going to pay, Law-

ler. VYiu're going to pay big. You're

-going to make restitution In- capital
; And if you want to live an-.
. other hall hour you're going to copy-

letters.

this in your own handwntmg ~and
Szgn it!”

-Lawler read t.he paper tossed on the
table, and-his thick lips twitched. It
was a letter addresied. to his private
secretary. © Tt advised him that he;

" Peter Lawler, was slipping’ qmetiy out -

ol thé city. for a month on important

.- business, and that during that time he

wanted no one to know of his where-
abouts. It also went into minute dg-
tails as to his-private papers and stock

s certificates,—which he ordered to be
“sent to him immediately 2t Key West,

in care of Captain Alfred Josslyn, of

-~ The Prune.
. Do you think Pm fool enou CIgh to
write and sign that? ” he grunte

-Billy shoved pen, ink,-and paper in

- front-of him. -He'tdck out hlS watch.

+ % Tlivgive you one minute in which

Slfl” : A:_,~ n

(‘ GO ont ' l! - . - i N
Lawler was swmtmg There were
“threat lay more in those eyes than i
“his:words, and something fold Lawl
" that he was ready to do what he-hid
. promised, Slowly he moved a pudg

- Twenty seconds—eightéen—fifteen—

- Put it.down—and if.you make a mis

~gripped his arm,

o decide, ” he-said. “ If you don't be-
Cgin in that time, Lawlér, T sweat to_
~God that I w111 kﬂl you where you

hers was a ghtter in -Billy!
,eyes—a deadly “determination - that-
Lawler had never Taced. before. ./Hi

hand toivard the pen.
- " Yeu want all my private paper
sent to Key West—where you can rob
.me of them?” he asked, iz a voice
that. was thick with fear and passion. .
Billy looked at his watch. He }ev-
eled his pistol. — - v
“ You've got tweniy seconds in
which to make up your mind, Lawle

Lawier began to write]
came to the words " my personal an
negotizble papers and certificates. of
stock ™ he stopped for a moment and
his thick hps ‘trembled. * Then he went
an,’

,

At the end after he had foIlowed
Eilly's copy and had written * The
comhmatwn to-the safe is—" there
was a blank. Again ke hesitated, and
after a moment set down' a_row.:
figures. Biily had coine behind :hi
and, was locking over his. shotilde;
Suddenly the chilling muzzle of. the
Futomndtic touched the ide of- L,
ler’s head. -
“« I’ve a mind to bl your brai
out,” said Bxl[y in a-qfiét, cold voic
“ Lawler you're a flar{ Thats
the eombination. I know what it

take this time you'll not Iwe te dra,w
another breath1”

Eawler's hand trembied a6 if stndc-
en with palsy. Billy reached dver and

L “Wait!” he said. We don’t want

any one to think you Had the ague
“wehile writing this; Lawler” ‘Then,
after 3 moment, he addec: * Now!”
. Without a vord Lawler wrote down,
the key, that Billy had seen in the girl’s -
harid the night before—R. V. Dim..
three turns each way—IL—I?—"-@
and signed his name.

;% Corre srmled Billy, ta_kmg he




" cial delivery, Lawler, I have an en-

~ if you will address it—"
VWhen Lawter. had finished he
dropped the pen and settled weakly

back in his chair, his yellow face and
watery-eyes turned to the man whose -

.. hopes, fortunes, and happiness he had
.. done his best to destroy, and who stood

before him now with a look in his face

" whiclsank like a clammy hand to the,
very life in the other's heart. 7
“Yhat does—this—mean?” he de-

‘manded huskily. .
Billy teaned over the table. L
“ It means that your end has come,
[Lawler,” he said. “ No one will ever
©.7 . know what became of you, - From.this
4.7 - hour you've dropped out of the wortd.
" You have disappeared. - My time has
- eome, and you're mine, Lawler-—mine!
“ Xou're on my ship, and yow're in the
company of men who would die” for
me. There's no hope for you. Your
sun. has ser. Restitution!- Did you
" ever hear that word, Lawler?  Yéuwre

drop of yellow blood in your knavish
bhody! Take a last look at home if
ol want o,
open sea.” :

}{e,moved toward the door.

awler.” oo
A ghastly terror filled the other's:

agry. N . : .
“Wait— stop the ship—~ send mh
ick! ™ he cried, * Tl pay, Billy—I:
paypErou back the “hwenty thousand—2
And the woman? " | T
., Lawler came nearer, rubbing his
fleshy "hands. o
“I've—I've always been sorry for

could have found you—if T'd known
here you were — I'd have made” it

all"Billy, she was-only a—"

before. it 'was uttered: It nev

‘paper. “We'll have this sedt by-spe-~ "I

velope here, already stamped,” Now, -

- followed 'hifn through ths dogé The ~

-Spanish and Indian stokers, who could :
- fight as well as shovel ‘coal,. ‘Lawler .~

‘wag sitting in a chair under the swing--

-ing tamp. - He had pushed:back his uh-

going to make jit— down to the Jast -
We'll soon be -in the *

‘Pl have your dinner sent .inj
theit black hair, falling to. theif fake
face, and he sprang to his fest with n

silently _awaiting: Bill’s
_Dawler's face. faded to a-ghastly “yel-
“low-in the-lampglow.

.- death. Billy.advanced to the table and "
that, Billy,” he went on hoarsely,” *If-
ght:long ago. - T'll pay you another "
twenty thousand for ker. - And after: 'V

* Billy saw the word on 'I_,a\\rl_er's,li'iis-. :

- “CHAPTER V., -

© Billy Explains the Situation. ... - -
T was night. whien Billy visited Law-_ -~
ler’s cabin again. -This time there

Prune’s captain and twd_ half~ bload -

tasted supper. © " e o

“One side of his face was swollen,™
and’ hisy fittle eyes” glittered when he ;
saw Billy euter. He wad oné of those .

“moral and physical cowards who sbme-

times fight desperately through . sheer

- fear. He was ready-to fight now—to
“leap at his enemy’s thréat with all the - -
" flabby strength that he posssssed. But - -

what-he saw behind Billy deprived him

of the power of movement and speech.
Out of the deep shadow appeared.

Thorpe’s “head'—- huge, red - bearded; .

shaggy-haired; short-necked—topping .~

a. hulk of shoulders with the breadth -

_and strength &7 an ‘ox.~ And behind

*him - there came " the two: dark-and’
‘beady-eyed faces of the half - bloods,

shoulders: No-combination of piratical -
cutthroats could have made .z more ter- ..
rible; picture’ than thege ™ three men,

..orders, -and

For him it could-
-mean. but’ one thing —and that was

tooked "down irite the “otheér’s” limpy -
face. .. Tl D e
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almost gently,
L you “to-nigh
§in the prepara

Yared .th

Kill you not; too quick, too

. .

yow. You're tgo fat to meet the end

- I've got in store for you. We're going

to tnim you down, Strip off your
lothes, I&Wler—and put on these!”

" Thorpe stepped forward and flung a
pair of greasy.overalls at the million-

7 aire’s feet,

M Them’s all you'll need,” he
growled, and his voice rolled out of
his deep chest like low thunder. ™ Mig-
uel~Pedro—git a move on!”

: ..+ The half-breeds darted forward with

hands: on Lawler.

the quickness of cats and laid .their
Piece by piece he
was stripped of his rich and gaudy
raiment until his te, collar, waistcoat,

' trousers, and underwear lay in a pile

on-the floor. Thorpe pointéd to the
‘overalls af his feet.

“ Git inf” he rumbled. 7

Two minates jater Lawlér was led
out on deck. His overfed body was

" nakedto the waist, and his feét were

bare. He uttered not a word,  His

. head and .pursy neck seemed to have
_-shrunk into the hollow obesity of his

shoulders, )

Billy spoke a few low words to
Thorpe and disappeared in the gloom.
Lawler shivered, and the chill was not
that,of the wind striking his naked and
bloodless flesh, Even Billy was less to
be feared, he thought, than these three
fierce ~Tooking buccaneers. who, were
dragging him along the deck. After
a little a huge hand fell on his naked
shouider; and Thorpe's rumbling voice
warned him to be careful in- going

~.down fhe ladder. ..

Light spread ont before hxmdlmly
as he descended. He could hear a
faint subterranean roar and the distant

© and muffled thunder of pouading en-

gines. Then they passed. through a
door, and a volcane of light and heat
burst into his face. In the glare two

" “half-naked men, as murderous-looking

T _as Miguel and Pedro, were shoveling

coal jnto the. gaping mouth of a fur-

" nace. Inta “this place, filled with a
© _.crackling roar, stifling hot and choked
" avith’ coal and coal-dust, Lawler was

A

ea:sy-\’:'nr .

..of stock would follow them the mext”

.his. covering of coal-dust_and. sweat.

FICHAN
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hrust. He heard Thorpe’s voi’ce". ina

shout of command behind him, - -
A Make this fat' devil work!” h
yelled. i i 1
stand, and if he, objects sticka kn

between his'ribs! Understand #"
A shrill medley 6f Spanish and In
dian was the response to Thorpe’s com:
mand, and Lawler found himself alone
with the naked horde. : P
Thorpe went on deck, and for an
liour he and Billy smoked Lawler's fat
cigars while they laid their plans for:
Key West. Billy was dertain that
"Lawler's private papers and certificates

dzy. Thorpe, who would have gor
through fire and water for hirp, looked -
serious; but Billy laughed at the risk
he was taking. S
He had planned and waited too. |
long, and had contrived his trap foo
carefuily, 10 fear the outcome. 'The. = = 4
papers would be addressed to Lawler, -
in care of Captain Josslyn; and he, as
Captain -Josslyn, with Lawler's own
Jetters and a score of papers to identif
him, would get them. It was quite:
simple matter, less complex ever thaw-
the loading of the guns and ammpnis
tion. He was explaining this t
< Thorpe for the third time, when
knock at the door intgrrupted the
Dedro stood ther@: grinning’
gesticulating. The two men follow
him on deck. Miguel was holding
lantern over an " inanimate form
stretched out upon its back, Tt was
Lawier, no longer recognizable through:

i

With every breath he groaned. His~
ponderons stomach heaved like a bel
lows, and his mouth was gaping. Un
der his arihs was fasténed a stout rope -
Thorpe laughed. =

** Guess they worked him 2!l right—
ch, Billy? Waorked him until he feil.
flat, and they had to haul him up with
a rope.” e turned to Pedro. “Drown.
the fat devil with a "dozen pails of
water and chuck him in a bunk. Wateh -
him close, an’ give him a work - out.-
every third shift!” BT
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Billy drew Thorpe aside, - .

" There could not be a better
than to-night,” he said, * Bring.him
to my cabin as soont as he is imshape.”

He returned to his roem.and putled
a small cedar chest from under his
berth. Unlocking it with a key he car-
ried in his pocket, he took from it a
number of maps and papers and spread
them on the table under the light of the_
lamp. . :

He bent over cne of the maps, and
on it began tracing a new line in ink.
He was proud of this map. It had
taken him four years to make it as com~-
plete as it was,.and the presence of it
under his. fingers always stirred "his
blood to swifter action. -

It was a map of Honduras, and
Billy told himself that it was one of
the completest war -maps ever made.

"He had walled in a dozen cities and
towns, he had obliterated others, he-
bad covered it with red lines and blagk .-
~lines, dots, bars, and figures, and every
~mark held a meaning for him.- He
. wondered whaf President Cristobal .
Barilla, preparing for the annual fétes:
“in his sleeping capital of Tégucigalpa,
ould be willing to pay for that map
nd the information it contained, -
./ "How deep,-he asked himself, would
Guatemala go'into her coffers to pos-
_ sess it? . And Segovia, of Nicaragua,
-watching and waitiag like an eager dog
at the end of a chain—wvhat would he
have given? He recalled how Loring’s
jaws 'had- set when he had_suggested
-once. that they might. sell if and make
hemselves rich. The map in itseli was
complete. It Invited them to strike—
and little furtows grew v Billy's fofex
“head: 4s he thought for the thousandth

T TEE CAVAY

* 7 ds he-shotld” =t
time - played more’ than_one desperate: game

ALIER

’ He:and L ring

during’ those four years of plotting.

They.had faced death and ittiprispn- | - '
ment. Twenty- times during the last.

-year they- would have beer shot! had

they been discoversd in any one of -

their operations.. But this game’ that
he was playing with Lawler was. dii-
ferent, " e would not .be shot if he

failed to win-. But there would be.an- ..." -
- other punishmeént—a punishment that -

made him shiver.when he thought. of

it—a possibility that had pictured. ftseif - g

“naw and then in his mind more terribly

than one of those scenes he had. wit-" -

nessed - in Tegucigalpa when - revolg-

tionists less dangerous than himself = -

had dug their graves before they stoad
up to-be shot. e .

- - One of those scenes rose before. him
-now, The victim had beeri a mete hoy, .-
and when he had finished the ‘trench in

“which his owh body . was to be thrown' -

he: had" held his hands out to him,’
palms up, and had laughed coolly in =~ -
Spanish.  “ See, Seffor, it is not many

who can say they havé “worn blisters
on their hands by digging their own

grave.” "Five minutes later he- had |

looked wpon his' limp and .beautiful
young body crumpled up in the trench.
Billy believed that he could meet that

same end with the same calm and fear- -

less smite that had been on the Spanish
boy's lips, If the time ever came when

he staod with ‘his bacl to. the bullet-"" =

riddled old Spanish church where; the

executions tock place; he knew that-he . -
“would recall the Iast smile and the final

words of that brave youth who hid
stood thére before him so anflinching-
ly,-and that they would give. hiti a

“timerduring these Jast three months of
the one thing

back. -~ Lo
“To-night —an hour from now-—

“would begin.the fight to oyercome that'.
Tast obstacle. . He lighted 2 cigdr and -
liegan pacing swiftly back and forth-
deross the cabin floor, disturbed by th

feclin g-that he was not |

justice, and yet he kie

strehgth te die as he had died. S

that was holding-them % " But in this-affair with- Tawler—if :
Lawler should win-—it meant the-peni- .- "
w—— tentiary for him, years:more tg be ' - -

-perhaps within o few minutes, he " dreaded than a quicle death: ' e felt

that the.thing he svas about. to. do. was -
w_that the law
But he

would ndt concede at

would. win:. . He-get his j;
rushe £ tween

“moment -
_going to :

wickly £

. dnd’ stooc
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standing
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.. +When he. heard” steps outsidé he

-~ quickly rolled up the maps dod papers
. dnd stood waiting. Thotpe came in,
followed by Lawler, With an under-
standing nod the captain rétired im-

* tmedfately, closing the door after him.

There was a change In Lawler which
Billy had naj expected to see™ He had
measured the man not conly as a moral
coward, but as a physical one as well.

. But there were no signs of these weak-
nesses in the man who confrented him
now: :

His hair was wet. - He was still cov-
ered with the stain of coal dust. He
was only half-clad,but there was no
tonger the look of terror in his face,
Before him Billy saw a man in whom

- hatred, and hatred alone, had roused
the fighting energies that lay dormant’
in him. There was that hatred in Law-

. ler's eyes now as he gazed unflinching-

¥ 1y and challengingly at Billy, .

“Will you sit down, Lawler?” in-
vited Billy, pointing to the chair op-
posite him., - o :

- Lawler seated himsel{ without a

word, Billy sat facing him, with his
arms on the table. -

© ¥ I'mglad to see you more yourself,

" Lawler,” he hegan, though inwardiy he

- regreited- this change in his prisoner.

“I'm- glad, heeause T want to come
dowi to business with you, and I don't
fancy talking to a man who's shiver-
ing because he's afrald ) ]
It gets on my nerves. I like to'see
a man take his medicine lke a’man.
Did you ever stop to think that.death

‘ :dsw’t such a fearful thing, after all —

“vwhen you know that it's waitng for

you, and that it's coming at a certam
" moment?- -It%s. -not-much- worse.. than.
_going to an operating table!

“Vou have been. prétty close to death

all these years, Lawler. I have been
planning it for you. Al along I have
Heen sure that in the end I would kill
you. I ouly waited my chance. And
" the chance hascome. If your-bedy is
thrawn into the sea fo-night, weighted
" with 2 hundred pourids’of.jead, ng:one
wrill-ever ‘find-itp will they?

SOLDIERS OF CHANCE. &

“half ertreaty, and he leaned across thg'

" undo it if ¥ could.  What can [ do?”

—- % Vourve never done 2 clean thing in
" your life—and now I'm giving.you &

T ronld”

Sy

be perfectly safe, and you would be: -
fairly punished. And yet, Lawler, 'm
goimg. to give you a chance—one
chance-—" . e
-# Billy stopped, and for the first time -
the old look came back into Lawler’s '
eyes — the look that was half hope,

table. Lo

“ Ive wronged you, Billy,” he’said,
in a husky voice. “ And I don't ex-
cuse myself beczuse a million other
men have done the same thing. I'd

“I'm going to give you a chance,”
repeated Billy, and suddenly he rose
to his feet, the fire that he had held
‘back flaming into his face, “I cught
to kill you. I ought to shoot you or
throw you into the sea: But I'm going -
to try you out first, Lawler. ' I'm going-
to find out if you ever really regretted
the ruin you brought to me. I you
have—if ‘you regret it mow—there is
hope for you. Do you understand? -
It's up to you, Lawiér. ’ve been think-. -
ing lately of that old, old sty my
mother used to tell me of the ninety  “ -
and nine who never wandered away
into the mountains, and who never ran
up against temptation — and of that
one who did and who repented.- Se I
won't kill yor—riow. I'll giveyou the.’
chance!” A
« Lawler went to speak, but Billy
stogped him. 4R oo
“IWzit,” he said. {BWait until youwrs
hear me. You've worked out a gocd
maty schemes in your time, and most
of those schemes have sent.men and
women to hell. T Know a good, deal
about you. I've been following you.
Pve.trailed you back, too—back to the
days you're o anxious to keep buriet
from the present. You've left i}.e.hmd
you a trail chokéd with ‘the ruin- of™
others, of broken hopes, despalr, mexn .
and women frith ‘the life taken out of”
them—vith death even. o

hance, an.opportunity to wipe off the

3 ¢
" slate~a little' of -what you've daone; o
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- otherwise have dared to.make:

‘of vengeance or of-profit, -

_.ment risen in him a hope thaf the man -
whom he had once done his most to

“saw in’Biliy’s face as he continged, If
. the fear of personal, viclence and of
rdeath had been upon him a few hours

-and was spreading it out under Law-
let’s eyes,
«

Hundred, - 7 .

‘sylvania,”-and  outside- of :Sambos,

syvare yoursell as. much as -you. canl
I'm coming to the poeirt now, -Lawler,

live population’the size of Kalamazod. -
) Maybe you don't. see-the -drift of al}
T've got a scheme of my own, and L this, but you will itr.a mifiute:,. Before |
need you. ' I don't want Jo coerce you™ L come to the ‘main point I want ySis

into’ it, for that would_not he proving. to know what this-yellow blotch-on- the
RO

you out.  Whatever you_do ‘mast be
voluntary. You've got to show your

That’s square, isn’t it? ”
Lawler wet his lips to speak, but only

map stands fof, ... doee
“dt's. worth moré -thap a dozen
good-will — your regret for the past. “Alaskas, because it's got climate as -
- well as.gold. ~ Nowhere bn earth are *
there more fertile valleys, more genial: .

ucdded. In Billy’s face Ke. saw-that - suns, softer breezes or fairer sides, and

“which hkeld back any promises he might - yet- it's the tramp- among nafions—if
‘ Too you can call it a nation. - e E
- many years he-had run the course of 7 “I¢s: patched at the. knees, “and. .
his own destructive and schemting life . frayed at the neck, and-oit 5éhind; it

not o know to what extremes a man_ goes barefooted and dirty, and it's- as

would go to attain his ends—were they". hard fo ‘reach ‘its capital from New.'
' York as it.is'ta reach the. cajiital 'of *
: Vo

At Billy's words there had for a mo- Persia.

sideratién which he had offered.
“This hope was dashed by what he

before, it-was another fear that pos-
sessed him now; and so he nodded, but
did not speak. .

‘Bitly had taken & map from. the roll,

‘That's  Honduras, Lawler,” he
aid.: “ That's the oldest, the -richest;

nd the most backward single state in
he- two. Americas.  It's a garde.rf‘\)

It's 2 country where tlfere ought' Lawler,

““That capital, Lawler, was & pow-
erful city when nothing but a wigwam
- destroy would let him off easy—was stood where Chicago is to-day. . It's."

“.gbout, in fact, to accepi-the money con-  Tegucigalpa ~— there = where you see.
that red spot.
thousand people,

Once it had. thirty

Eden, -flled with mud huts, and houges *.* _Billy paused.  'His.face was:-flushed:

hat e paidted green and yellow and ~ He leaned over the” table -toward
ink. o ’

‘to b ten ‘millions of the happiest and . “I'm céming to the point now, Law-

most prosperous people in-the world, 1617 he went on. " When you' didve

icang down- there, und: there aren’t five:

Tt's bi gery,thaﬂ the State_ﬂ_of'ljehn-”,,

iggers; it hasn't

Caribis;~and _real’

mieans.

stead of half a million of the laziest’ - me ‘away T went down into Ceditral

axi_d_ most " unambitious. beings’. that™: America, and’ended g in Honduras;
‘travel the face-of the garth. - There “and since then Yive devoted my life to .
should be a hundred thousand Amer- +two things—plotting “for ' Hondiisas
and plotting to-purish” you. . Hate hds
made them-work hand ‘i hand. - For-
.that reason you've ght-fo vnderstand. a-
+little more ot b

{.wha

£ th;t yellow: Blo

.. Now it's got less -
than twenty. Wherever you see these -
red marks—and there are over fifty of
them on that map—it means that for -
2 hundred years the population has
been going down instead of up.

“Theré was z time when there were
2 milfion and ‘4 half of people down. -
there.  Your latest aflas will tell ¥ouw . .
that there are three-quatters of a mii- -
lionnow. But it's below that. It's not.
# human head-above five hundred thou-
he most beautiiul, the most déspised, - sand. - And its-the richest country. orn
earth! Do you get that; Lawler? D, -
. “you begin to see.the possibilities? * -

T - lation'e

,

w gy of Kalamazo
% ¢ the drift of all_

C yeme o mibutesBefore
YL Y wning I 'want you -
MRS uw bloteh-on'the
and Dv e )
Elei_t);m‘f : than a dozen
s:ssi 2 got climate -as -

5, ggﬂ ere on earth are T
: ﬁ?s o leys, mere genial

I:Y ;" : tairer skiés; and
i er nong nations—if

ere, @ ST
selves 17 "y Sy

the knees, aod .

called * o g-out Benind; it

fu ? , dirty, and it’s as’ .~
gnéki‘s " wpital from New.
to serar :h‘ the. Cap!\-tal \nf'_' i

o %ﬁ Pwfer, was 4 pow- 1T
“opporte | ME DUt a-wigwam
Tppem. is to-day. It's.

: an‘)é " f> ;—Where you see
soonme (7€ it had thirty . -

dred mi. O it's got less - - -
" ver yoa see those

ey

lution'a_year down there, Lawler, Last

* year the United States had to land

marines three times at Amalpa, Ceiba,
and Puertg Cortés. They don’t have
elections. They have revolutions. To
be the government means to be in pos-
session-of the.customs offices, That

.has been the condition for more than

fifty years. And meanwhile the peo-
ple of the United States have sat up
here, as blind as bats, enjoying them-
selves HBugely over what they have
called. the ‘ opera-bouffe affairs® of a
country which they picture as 2 jumble
of swamps, jungles, miasma, and
snakes, with a few greasers thrown in
fo scrap like a lot of kids and make fun

. for the rest of the world.

* These same people have missed, the
opportunity of a century, Lawler,
Thyenty-five thousand good Armericans
and a few million dollars would mighty
soop make that country, tura out a hun-
dred million doliars in exports, in place
of four million. You'd socn see cities
down there with populations of thou-
sands instead of hundreds. There'd
be stgamship lines, schools, factories,
commerce—and a miilion settlers with-
in ten years, :

“ This may sound like a dream, but
we're going to prove it. Within the

‘next two months the biggest and the

last revolution In Honduras will be
pulled off. Every wire'is faid,” We're
almost ready to strike. It means the
end of the old régime. .

" “There’ll be no revelutions after

- ~“fution”’

ﬁi\f,;ui}  are over fifty of
sands § it means ;hat'for
be stear 1° population has
commer | 234 of up.
inteny | when there were -
whi | of people down.
we're g Ltla§ will tell yow . .
*next tv uafters of 4 mil- .
last Ten tow that., It’s not-
lled ¢ e hundred__thou- =
glmost “ichest counfry on - .
end of 1 :f;af,_]‘.fa_\w{ler? Do
e 208sibilities?
that. Beo.. face: was: flushed:
:widé ot e table -towar
. f’?::eis point now, Law- .~
. sge isp« i Wherr you drove .
keeping "V into Centrgl ¢
ment o 1Up in Hm_]clluras,-- ’
that ha- voted my life to
erpmen: . dor Hondbwas,
ey, ihUyow. - Fate has)
of peac . 2¢ i hand.r For
g0 man- 0 under.stgnrd_‘-_a. .
the ‘mar &t yellow: blotch-

wide open to the world. - Qur Govern-
ment is going to ask the Tlnited States
to step in and. collect our customs, as

" she is doing down in. San Domingo,

keeping- out a percentage for the pay-
ment of the millions of dollars of debts
that bave piled up under the old gov-
ernments. | - . .

* That will give us at least ten vears
of peace, and by that time there'll be

- so many Americans in Honduras that

the man who utters the_word ‘ revo-

* Tutfon:’ will be lynchied by his oeigh-

LY ._ . 0
- “ For thirty years there was a Tevo-

that, becanse. Honduras. will be. thrown.

"to insure our absolute suceess, Lawler,

- had the papers sent.on to. Key. West. in

- melons to “cut. I simply offers.you

- foréeyou’ _aga.i_nst."yom; own - inclin:

fors. There’s just one thing we lack'

and you can furnish.that. Therein lies
the chance of redemption I'm giving
you. " You're rich. ¥ou can’get hold
of two miilion dollars in eash within
a few weeks, And we need these'm
iions, not to start the revolution, but
to hold our, heads above water after
we've won it. .
" "1've told you all this so that you
would fully nnderstand the tremendous
boon to humanity it is within your
power to give. Think of it! Your
name will go down in hiftory as ome
who sacrificed his all to assist in giv-
ing birth to a nation. We want you,
Lawler. We' want your “sympathy,
your help—~your two million!™
Lawler sat like one stunned. Fora '
few Amoments after Billy had stopped
he seemed powerless to speak. “He was” .
“so amazed that his hands feli limp; and ..
his jaws hung loose. Slowly the look .
of stupefaction passed from his coun- . -
tenance and he laughed. He rose from
his chair, stilt without speaking. B
hind that laugh there was his old
ice—all his hatred for Billy Mountain,
* You're going to try and force me
to-sign over my stocks and negitiable
papers,.are you?” he asked, defiantly;
“ Well, you'll have agiob of it.
can go to hell and li%mned! "
Billy coolly light cigar, -
“Did I hint at’ that, Lawler?/7 ]
replied in mild surprise. L1 tried {o
make myself understood. No, I'm not:
going to force you to sign anything. -

order that you might have them right
2t hand, if you made up your mind te
join our cause, . e Cn

“TI admit it doesn’t look very prom*
ising from. a finaneial point of view,
for there would: be sothing in it for .
Fou-—ne concessions, no guarantees, No

the opportunity to @0 some good in the
world, and so I have given you the
chance. . I'm not going to attempt f6'
argue .you. into. it, much less try to
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“You can kill me'” cried’ Lawler . Billy had hoped for: He believed that —_— theate_r: by toward Taw- B This Billy could net beheve He have to watch''im. Tf he thought-hie
“with sudden ferotity, “ You can shoot he was, acting charitably towird: Law- ~f 7 .. This sting inthe cabin ~ 7 ) " wes. certain niow that a deeper motive  could |escape by doing murder he'd
me, you can throw me into the sea, but. ler. In their first; meeting in the cabin T _“as 1 totptip at the ~‘than. .fobbery had brought: her. to the . da-it’
T'll not sigr one of those papers-that -his hands had” itched for “grip at’ the. ‘than. ro 4

| esire to leap upon
it the-satisfaction.
a0t give hini had
ming -l -
. imseif back, unt1I s
en he bad-struck .

. éd that act an in- "

i he was surprised

- office, and slowly there began growing~ . . “He'll change ‘replied: Bllly confis
in him the conviction that Lawler had - dently * He'll toe the line pretty
*. it.in his power to clear up -the mystery - If he. doesn’t—* .. ie smiled in-a way,
“oi that night, if he céuld be made to that” made . Thorpe shrug his™ hitgd
‘speak. Lawler did not kaow of the ‘shouJE[ers. -
" girl's visit—of her effort to oper his . Early in. the aﬁemoon The B
- safe—but that he conld. give a.motive ‘ran through the duter line of reefs
-~ for the visit Billy had not a doubt’ He crossed the. chaonel., It was Thorpé
-l anddesire for was urged now by the thought that he - " ‘design to attract as Tittle atfentiol
ad smothered in : -. had one more reason {or playing a win- his vessel as. possible,” so "he ra
‘ere growing less.” . R nmg hand in his, game with this man. among _the ‘iower' whacfs,. wher

syourexpect to get at Key West. I've other's throat. The desire to leap upon £
offered you forty thousand dollars for him and to have-at Tast the-satistaction
. o my freedom, and you T not get a gent  which the law could not-give h:m had.
- morel” ‘been almost overwhelming, - -~
" Billy walked to the door He opened‘ But he had held himself back until
-+ it. Thorpe and Pedro were waltmg the last moment, when he. had struck’
“ Yot can have Tawler. now, ke him. -He had rcgretted that et an in- B
said, and stood back while his Brisoner. stant later,. And now he was surprised
-passed out. Tawler did not lock at "to find that the hatred and” desirs for
him, and Billy noticed that his naked . retaliztion that he had" smothered in
. neck was cutiously red as he W&ﬂt»' his-breast for years-were growing less.

- : of Lawler there * ... Hemade up his mind to change none  score of nondescript craft, whose {rads
T rhlzough the door. “Always with thought -of Lawler there Usion of her ‘whom -~ .7 wof his plans, and so instructed Captain’ - was -plying between the Bahdias
: He's got nerve,’ he muttered 0 had come to him 2 vision of fer ‘wham . “m of, and whom . - . .- Thorpe before he went to bed. Every = Cuba, Bonaca, Caymans, and. othe}' o
himself, after they had gohe. “He's - Lawler had robbed hzm of and whom B ; . T 0oTd 077 six. hours after that. Lawler went  of-the- -way places, were tied-up. 7 H -
ot such a coward after alll” -+-he had rained. lgrowd to despise: - - B ¢ .7 through the torment of the stoke-hoie. . found a berth behind a-weather-beatei
Tifteen . misutes. Tater  Captain He had long-ago grown 1 desplse leared to him in - -~ | Orice, the second day out, Billy vis- two-master from the Marquesas, whos
3 horpe tapped at the'door, and th"‘-‘“ the woman who appeared to_him in - T ited i @ visionsbrought . | .- iged him there, -Unperceived he stood | crew was unleading a cargo of green
i his shagey head, . these visions, hug. the visions Brought: i oo ed 1 ¢ | him like & fever. o and watched the ponderous and shape— turtles, and along51de a whart wl;er
-How did. it come out Billy? " he “memories that stirred him like a fever. - = "']an };ﬁl\ it for-the change = . | - less bulk s it toiled in sweat and grime -score of negroes. and Cubaris: YT
mqugf:el - :ewcla fied Bllly " It.: Hehcould[fnot accou;it goi‘hthe change R ;:’; hes - tisre was a ! - and heat. At:last he spoke, . Lawler ~spreading out 2 shibload of.’ sponges
: 1 * - himself ” now. 1 ete was 4 e e

uldri't have been better, ThOTPE—BDt h; Was it b ther. fa : T wasbae [iuse amother face \f'.as Zggkm?{??cg]rx?gg reC_}:]‘n zﬁhlgsft;?let dﬁlggg:tsg?sta;ni:agv?; r;néw ¥
d change. Was it because dnother face - - | Lawler > - - fam , ¢
- he'd pulled two miilions in bills" oit  was associated ‘with Lawler- now? IS S ;iumﬁci For-him, 301‘;; had, ~ 1 :his blackened face was distorted withr tween the .upper and the brit'ﬁh‘i}
of his POCkEt and handed them to me! If it had not been for-him, if 'he had §ooT U PR vk he would not | -.i . rage. His teeth gleamed in a snarf be- -ping, was anchored @beautiful -ac
" not come to. New York, he wouldenst S -I:ii’ln pul girl who was .. "= -tween his thick: lips, “ard. W‘lﬂlh a cry ;IE-E vessel ‘:’35 pure hlfﬁbange
: have et the beautiful girl who was . . hat ‘nore every -hour, - - - ‘that was all but drowned in the roar  iike a miniature crifser; On.
CHAPTER. VI, ] Ailling his thoughts more ‘every hour T - that wa e would never' I of the fiurnaces, he raised. his shove.I in--gilt - le?tters-, was ' the nd
Josephine, « . even though he knéw he would never ke .ojd_the . mﬁdered ifthat. .- | o - - and spramg toward Billy. - Souct, . -*
' _see her again. - He. wondered” if that". o and spr ' T .7 - With the quickness of cats nguel Captain Thorpe had ot mizch

;‘LO’*IE in his room, Blly had,-l “was why he feIt less bltter toward
face the fact' that in Lawler He' Lawier: -~ ...

had found = different man than he had7: : Many. times. he: asked h:mse

With bxtter toward

and Pe

than nosed The- Erune mto—her
their ed hlmsei :

and Pedro were upon himn :Under,
. their weight he crashed dowir upon-a

pile™of " cinders, “and " together they
throttled and beat him until ‘his head:
and shoulders were almost buried in  hoat. One, s::ated in® the “Stern; v
- the-mass: Billy shouted a command dressed in'a white yachting: suit...\Whe:
.. and the half-bloods drew Off:like well- within a hundred yards of them
o tramed dogs. - He did’ nbt wait for small boat- swung “Parallet with T
= TLawler to rise, but went on deck: ,Prune and both Thorpe and Billy o
‘Three times after that he came up and. served that.the:muan in the stern wa
‘tve fallen to the : viewed him zs.he lay padting in’the " scanning them- closely through & pail
- have happemed . .. ] ... ‘open air after—his hour m the fur- -of glasses.” .-
'we revealed her -] . .. naceroom; Thotpe’s face - betrayed a curmu
e Just before The Pmne reached Key vand tineasy interest. . -

“That: Fellow hung a little too, clos
vhen;I was Bere ‘on. my last trig,”
it g

_'pile “of mted i Lav
- throttle !Etﬁﬂ if Lawler
© and -shr - 0ight have found -
'— the- ma. hat covered his °
'and the -3ven as the crdsh.
tramed ‘une to their ears. |

he was sure.that
.roken-down, and

preﬁousl}' judged fim to be. "He'had  the girl could have wanted inLawler’s’
scarcely expected that his old enemy safe. A-few minutes later, if Lawler.
ould contribute his assistance fo the had ot returned, he’ might have found -
révolutionary movement without some  oat, +The weapon that Covered:-his, -
effort to escape the sacrifice of his for- - breast-was trembling evern ds the crash.-
tune.” “He did. not vnderestimate - the " of the elevator door came to their ears..
her’s “shrewdness and the foxiike <, - Another minute and he.was sure.that
chnning. that had made him powerful - the git] would have brokenndowr: and
and rich.. e knew that he. was deal- the revelver.would hive Tallen to the:
wvith'a man whose trickery was an ~floor. Whiat. would have happened .
“but he had thought that he was a  then? " Would ‘she have revealad her”

co)}grd w. .Secrbio Kim? | Would she: have LNCoV:

nace o .

i ]ust : she have u uncov~

el “est % page it Law- .-

e nd ;.“5 ‘as she after the
i

“ est)’ Thorpe camle. Into Billy's cabm.
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the nerve to fallow me out of por‘r. I
got away from him in a fog. "I found
cut who the owner was over at Big
Blanco. He's 2 Spaniard, with half a
dozen plantations in Cuba. His name

.- is Juan Costillo—damned suspicious.
If he's hunting for trouble—"" The
big daptain laughed in his beard.
“ Gad, wouldn't it be exeiting!”

“You. suspect he may be \vatchmg,

thzs pert in the interests of Barilla?”
“ That's my gueds—if he has any
business here at ali{ He'll bear watch-

time in Key West, We'll slip away be-
fore dark, and see if he follows.”
Fifteen minutes later Billy was on

nothing of the men -who had gone
ashore in the small boat until he
reached the office, when he was sur-
prised to find-that one of them had pré-
~-.céded him. It struck himthat the coin-
cidence was not a natural cne, and he
" feit convinced that Thorpe's suspicions
" were far from groundless.
. And yet, on second thought, the un-
‘reasonableness of the suspicion that
" had flashed into his head became ap-
parent. .The man had not followed
-~ him.. He had preceded him. And he
cowld not. have known that he was
- going to visit the express office. Only
Lawler and Thorpe knew that. He
made ne attempt to conceal his satis-
faction when thé agent told him that

Captam Jesslyn, and he had nc “diffi.

son to whom it was to be delivered.
Thorpe was pacing The Prune’s

" drew him behind one of the cabins and

hand.
“Take a lock at that dago and see
what you see!” he L\:nlu)med

. wwith Thorpe's voice enjoining him to
. show no more than his head from be-
Hind the cabin. At first he thought the
yachls deck .was completely. deserted,
Then he dlsco»ered & man, He' was

’ THE CAVALIER

ing, TfT were you I wouldn't lose any

his way to the express. office, He saw

- he had a package addressed in care of .
;ieulty in proving that he was the per-

deck when Billy returned. .. T| he captair- -

. Bitly fixed the glasses- to his. eyes, -

s:ttmg in one of the- deck-house doots,

“with only his head and shoulders vis- -

ible above the yacht's snowy rail. He

-was serutinizing The Prune through a -
glass. Thorpe’s hand fell on Billy's

shoulder.

“Do you see. im?” he asked.
Y He's been watching us like that ever
since you. went. ashore.

suppose he's fool gnongh to think we'd
load’ our stuff here, do you? I won-
der—” He Inoked suddenly . into
Billy’s face and laughed. 3By Crim-
ble, I wonder if he’s trymg to [ocate
BlIly Mountain, and can't do it be-
cause you've cut your whiskers off! "

. “It may be ‘said Billy, returning
the glass to Thorpe " But T have my

doubts; If the Sans Souct is carrymg .

Barilla's colors an the quitet, this fel-
low has no reason for wanting to lo-
cate Billy Mountain. You're here,
Thorpe, whiskers and zll, and they're

.blind idiots if they don’t know by.this

time that wherever they find Captain
David Thorpe. there's something doing

in the way of filibustering.  Tf they're’

on to their game they're wise to the fact
that they’'re not. going to load with

turtles or sponges. Do you think she

can fight?”

“I've been trying to make up my

miad,” replied Thorpe. .“Did you
notice the dark lines around her ports?
It’s possible they're doors that can be
thrown open for guns, but I doubt it.

~-3he has good decks, but you can’t see -

through her Bulwarks. ‘But if it cornies
to fighting—". He rumbled gleefu]ly,_
and his huge hand gripped Billy's arm.

“1fit-comes-to-that; Billy; with a-good- A

-opén sea around us and no Stars'and
- thrust a ‘pair of binceculars into” his-

Stripes in sight, she's going to get

into a bad mess if she tackles The

Prune! ™
* Wouldn't she make a corking little
crafser to start off the mew governs

ment’s fleat with? *. mused Billy half .

to himself. “By Jove—"

Thorpe was reaching out a big hand. -
“to him when he turned. "

£

“-Shake, Billy!* he- ent

afed

Now, what ~
the devil 4s he looking for? Don't

- most

.she v
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unders
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before
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- wanting to lo-
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¢ all, and they're
i I't know By this
i ey find Captain
; something doing
‘ring. If they're
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g to load with
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o make up m
e " Did? yoi
{ ound her ports?
1ors that -can be
but I doubt it.
“at you can't see”™
. "But if it comes
- ‘mbled gleefully,
¢ ped Billy’s arm; .
iy, with.a good..... L.
d no Stars-and
3 going to get
“he tackles The

ra corking little
& new govern-
' used Billy half

)

. out 2 big hand
-“ Ef '

.she ;iuts‘j_ust one shot. after us—ji
-ong-—"."He did:not finish, but he'sa
- understandmg in Billy's eyéd.

Both Thorpe and Billy were gager

to get urider way, but not until'an hour
. before synset 'did - Thorpe bring. his
- yessel out into thé chapnel.. The

Prune’s captain was- filfed with'an al-.
‘most feverish: -désiré to see’ what the

. “yacht. would do, while,. ofr ‘the other

~hand, Billy was anxicus'to get out of
- sight and scund of shipping so that'he
7 Gouid have an interview with Lawler.-

Thorpe's savage prayer for the good

~Lord to -furnish him at once-with a

realsea-fight was still in Billy’s ears
when he” told Pedro-and Miguel to

‘bring Lawlet to his cabin, ~ If he had-

‘hoped té-see a weakening in his. old

. enemy he was' disappointed. Peter-
-2 Lawler coolly opengd the.package that
"I Billy gave him, selected. from it three
. ot four envelopes, and- tossed the re-
mainder of the papers on the' table un- .
der Billy's nosé.” -

" There they are;” He said.. " ‘Those

are -the stock Tertificates and othet
_negotizble papers. They're worth over

a million dollars—when my nasue’s on -
em These that I have kept out are

~papers without a value that dod’t be-

long to me. ‘This"—and he held one,
of the- ‘envelopes 50! that Billy .could

" ."read the name upon it—* belongs t0 3~

friend-of mine.” On-the ‘envelope
Bl]l}' rezd: = i -
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U And these “added Lawler; hold:

mg up the papers he had: selected from

- the -package, “ also belong- to others,

End” Bave o valtie T aT thish T s
- pose- you'ﬂ 1e£- me’ keep the_m .in my

- possession.’ )
“ Certainly,” replied BLH}' S |
tell you to take them all if you had a
place for them, Lawlet. Tl take good.
care of them fm' you, however. Fam
sorry_now that’ I toole the trouble to”
Have them: sent to"Key West, - T was
sdre-you: would ateept. “the chance T

tyour heirs.”

~ they entered -when Thorpe burst'

will have theiz returned. to’ yo
etary, 50 that nothing m.ll be lost &

Lawler's eyes popped Hls air
bravado shramk away from’hing:ane
hei'trushed the papers in his” hand
Billy saw the change without seem
“to Aetice-it. He had hoped that™in ¢
meeting Lawler would reveal™ some
sign-of yielding. But he did nog wis
to force the situation, and so he call
to Pedro and Miguel. .~ Scaréely ha

with a muffled yell.

“Glory be!™ he shouted. - -«
dago’s - after us, Billy' "
dnchor and entermg thé | channe
straight as. a dié m our wake .for -
Keys!™"

T'he ‘interrpption . checked wh
words had been on Lawler's lips; an
he fell in between the two hatf-bloods;
“who escorted. him back to his guarters.

Billy went, on deck with Thorp
Amidships half 2 dozen men-were tug-
-ging at Topes about one of the. opg
hatches, and-as- Billy took his-eyés
from. the yacht, slowly making ™ her
- way from the harbor into the chanme
the black mufzle 6f a six-pounder-ro
above~the deckl; Before The Pru
had passed-the outer rim of the Ke;
.the vsix-pounder; two four pounder
and a maching-gun_wer: being:asse

bled on their cama§ :

S If she only tifows a sh
way' groaned  Thorpe pmve
-4 I she only doest”

- Both The Prune and the Sans Sou
were soon in the open-sea,; and as darl
ness hid all but the lights of the &
“vesselsy Captafir-Thorpe struck rabold
course. for Lone Man’s Key,. iwhere'
muaitions of war were waiting. -V
it soon became apparent. that the Spa
iard was giving-chase; it was equzﬂiy
evident that he did net wisly to"a
. proach mear: enough to'arouse sus
cmns, and '] horpe was -jubilant. :

IE they're gaing to tackle us they
wont begin.. ‘the fur until “we've
ff aboard;” ke deczded .




804

It was ten .o'clock when The Prune
ran in under the lee of a.smail and
thickly wooded key, and three low
blasts from her whistle, repeated twice,
brought an almost Immedlata rcply

- from shore—a revolver-shot. .
Tharpe respended to this by firing
his own Trevolver twice, and a few
minutes later a small beat ran along-
side, The lights of the yacht had dis-

" appeared, and during the two hours

~that followed those aboard The Prune
o+ did not catch another glimpse of them.
At the end of that time six hundred
¢'rifles, three Catling guns, and five hun”
.-dred thousand rounds of amununition
. were stored in the hold. Cf the four
~ cargoes of a similar nature -that
Thorpe had taken during the past
gight months, this was the largest, and
spite of the captain’s eagerness for
a fight \V:Ith the Spaniard, it was with
tsome misgiving that Bllly foresaw the
possibility of a mix-up with the cruis-
‘erlike yacht, In the enthusiasm of-the
_moment he had given Thorpe to un-
* derstand that he would welcome an
opportunity to make a caplture of the
. -Sans Seuci. . He knew, however, that
- if the Spaniard was actually in the
service of the Honduran government,
* though under private owrership, he
would be equipped with both guns and
men. sufficient to make of him a for-
midable adversary, and the thought
that a possible sea-fight might send to
smash all of his plars of years com-
elled him te express his doubts to
he Prune’s captain,
.~ Under protest, Thorpe doused the
ship’s lights, and Billy retired to his\
berth toward dawn, convinced that

" TFE CAVALM_‘,R

mebby yow'd like "to have him see
what's going to happen, tco. The
Spaniard’s about four milés _astern,
and coming up fast! I can make out
the Nicaraguan cofors at his peak,

I've pulled down to.half speed, and -

we're fooking for a shell any minute.”

He spoke quietly, but there was that
in his voice which brought Biily out
of "his bunk with & bound.” In three
minutes he was on deck with Thorpe,
In spite of hig hope that the Spaniard

would not overtake them  again, his -
‘blood leaped atwhat he saw. A dozen

of Thorpe’s men, most of whom hag
shipped as stokers, were gathered
about the guns, and vere ready for
action.

One of the hatches was raised; with
a ladder dropping into the hold on
each side. Piles of tarpaulin covered
the four and six pounders, but the
breeches were open and gleamed in the
moming sun. Like a great white gull
the Spaniard was coming up behind.

Lawler stood. between the open’

hatch, and the half-naked men crouched

under the builwark near the stern guns.,
His face was white and tense with -

fear, and.yet as Billy came up he could
not Keep a gleam of triumph from be-
trayving itself in his ‘eyes.

“ Looks as though you're in fer it,”
ke spoke sneermg]y
cruiser, eh?” And they're. goxng to get
you, toot”

“* If they do it won't help you, Law-
ler,” said Billy quietly. *“ They won't
do much to us for dlibustering, They
mxght s¢nd’me to the penitentiary for
running off with you im the way I
have. But theyll never know. If we

iy had gnen “the st yacht thé
slip. -
It was seven o'clock when a heavy
. poundirg at his door roused him from
his-slumber. At his invitation Thoerpe
Billy could see that he had

“Lawler is not feeling well this
morning,” he §aid, " and I have given

. Billy.-

“ United States’

see they've got us my men Imve in-
structions to shoot you and drop you

‘into the sea. It's hard on you, Law-
ler. But I can't help it.”

. “Geod God’ * o gasped Lawler.
" You mean—

““"That's just what I mean,” nodded
“#If it was a United -States -

cruiser you'd' be as good.as. dead.

:You may thank Heaven that it isn't.-
Ium the freedom of the dack. Thought "It if he
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mean,” nodded

United -States
‘ood .as. dead.
A that it ;snt

‘have him see .-

wéTE going fo whlp I'm'n Better
“ready'to dodge.”

abhoard” The Prune..

A dozen

ind tense with -

the -Saos Souci.

Half 2 mile asterii she altered
course a little.

“Damn!’

his side.

The yacht came up smftly ~\t the?

. end of twenty minutes Thorpe gave a” “ble were seated aft.

low command, and shells were slipped. .4 woman, and ‘a5 she came witfi
-+ into the breeches-of the guns, Thorpe
himself logded  the machme gun; with
\{1guel and Pedro” grinning at his -
back.” From the yacht's deck not more
“thar: half a. dgzen men could be seen
Through “their

=" glasses both Billy and Thorpe watched .
T There was no sign
of - activity or of gums .aboard her.

SOLDIER © CHANCE

her

A third of a mile—a
quarter-—and ‘Thorpe cursed under his

_« ibréath, The faces of the men were
: growing dark with ' disappoititment.
Five minutes later. Thorge. turned to

. Blily and. r‘umbled forth a single word

Like a great bird the yacht sweeped
" alongside, fier golden- name gleaming
in the sun. “Three or ‘four white-clad.
figures “were lounging about her deck,
and suddenly Lawler ran t6 the rail’
. Wwith a strange cry.- Billy was close at -
He saw Lawler's hands grip-
" upon- the wood. He saw thé sudden Ny
TO BE CUNTINUED NEXT WEEK. Don't forget this.mngarihe it issned weekdy, -nd that 'y
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and as the yacht swept past. he scarin
"her-decks with His-glass. . Several: peo
One of theséw

“focus of his glass Billy- felt” thas-fo
aq -instant’ every drop-of-blood i
body had surged to his heart.- ‘Bh .wa
-looking in his difection,” She wote
“hat—and he knew that he was'not.
mistaken,
“It's ]osephme"' he gasped. |
In “bis. astenishment he spoke the,
words aloud_ “A. hand caught hitm
the arm, buk he paid nd attention- At
it, Close beside the girl stood thi
young Spamiard he had seeri- m th‘
theater, The yacht swept on,. ‘and
Lawlgr's voice sounded in his ear.
Wi }ou—wﬂl you let me ta)
your glass?’ he asked; as if choking.
For the first time Billy observed: th
strange excitement in Lawler's: fade;
and he gave him. the glass. - Lawler
glued it to his eyes. When he timed
to Billy’ agam his 1|ps and whole - body
were quivering. - -~ <
*“ Thaitks,” he ‘said, and he' went
‘move- away, but. as he did so-Billy
caught- hiﬁ‘by the shoulder, =
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