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Showing pow the cost of fur foill fncrease
BY JAMES OLIVER CURWOOD
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’ fiist Tt has held out the lure of romance— nture and gild

;[Lll h 1 to thedisem 5. Fur hunters
i splor Ttavas t s

o thunany olherone ¢
urech mien from the St Lawrence to the Mississippr, and thence to the
-, opening up A continont, It was bl that drow the tribesmen
Russiz @ to far Kamehatka, and the sea otter that led the
4 the Enelish all around the world in ey craft, and gave us our
[ i 5t from Alas i When, away
ar ¢ the name of
~ tales af a-land Alled
: pital of $30,000,
v project meant the apening up of & country
< Taree as the whele of Europe and the Gegmning of an adventurs
Al rights ezerred 4o

e more o

fuy
that |
RL":‘

Ceppmiphts 100 by the Prasios Fudliihiig Cunepany

DEARSONS MAGAZINE', 5

Fhte el

of his earliest t E : dig S s f
athes in it especally whenatas pointed nut tn ong as it wos p SIS -

! feona and Mount 1wl of tHE_freat Hudson's Dav

PEARSON'S MAGAZINE

e T T |

R

which was to run through centuries. Tt
was this dittle company of " gentleman
adventurers ™ who formed what [4 to-day
the Hudsen's Bay Company, the greatest
I.'m!l..-rl cameration on em:tl\—‘-ur::thing
which will temam for all tme in history s
a cenataph to the tremendaus part wihich
the furred things of forest and mountaln and
sea bave played in the fortunes of men.

Last year the raw fur industry of the
world amiounted to forty million dollars.
Next year it will be flty million, and the

year after that the figures wiil be Lrgee tw
still.  Five years ago It was less thaa mo
twenty millions. Yert in spite of these ig- Tiv

ures—in the face of the fact that the fu-
treasuze of the warld is increxsing in value
each vear, and will continue to merease [or
nerhaps another decade, the furred thind
of the carth are fast Lecoming Nliﬂf‘—h

A yearago a big Lunduon fut huyer, wbost
business Jrit::un él_n over a_mith Tﬂ'ﬁg’
anntl, aid To me, * Within angtBee 0ve
Years only a very few people of moderate
means will be ‘buving furs.  Only
wealthy will he able to afford those f4
which are cheapest to-day. and even the
muskrat, whose pelt soll for five and Sis
vents a few years ago, will be prizcd s
luxury.” oo

Ten months dicdd much to verdfy this fur ™
dealer’s statements.  Within that tinte
raw pelts advaneed from Lwenty to one
hundred per cont. A Montreal deler who” |
purchased So.0on muskratl <kins ul twealy
cents per shin 2 yeae ofore sobi thert in '
London fur seventy, A mont later they
had gone to eighty. Two menths lales |
they were: bringing & dollas,  [a  single
scason the value of the worid's annual pro-
duction of fur feaped [rom §23,000,000 10
over $40,000,000. I hal just come dow
from my last trip 15 Tren
WHETE | i spent eigh
T 1l[|:hfil[ [y |1{.l||.t|:
T TEm st o st ned Teod per
to trapper throyghout hundreds of thoi-
sands of square miles of Canadian wilder-
ness that a fur famine had struck London
and Paris, the fur corters of the world, and
that from Winaipes, Ottawa, Toronte and
Mentreal both the * Independents” and
the agents of the big companivs were maks
ing [abulous atfers for peits.  On my wag.
up [had seen fisher.cat sold for A3 dolari.
Wien [ eame back shey were selling o high_
as twenty.  Red fox sold af five, and they

Jumped 1o ten and twelve, Five-dollar

mink had gone up to nine and ten dollass,
thirty-cent ermine to a dollar. Lynx
which only a comparatively short time be-
fore sold as low as two and three dollars 3
skin, were worth from twenty to thirt¥y
and the poer little muskrt, humbuzging
the world over as “river mink,” had sud-
denly become one of the clect, and wad
wanted Ly the thousanil at prices rangiod
from forty cents to a dotlar, A few months
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plotterl put M ehean furs ' 5o suddenly that
pven the old Tur companles wers taken by
sLlFPn"E and [ound that they had lost for-
funes by not hulling their supiplies for o few

laneer, The fur famine had ar

It w teresting to note the condi-
Gons that this famine will bring shout dug-
ing the nest twa ar three years.  Millions
of women are as yob Gnawaie af what L_he
fir dialer 1 have quoted above de-
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fir any ohe man in a-single
o 1,760,000 [oxes were killed to sup-
ply thee world's market. Three years ago
the slombiee had Tallen to reoec0, Last
year lews than 2 million were caught,
From ten dullars 2 skin the red fox jumped

to Lwelve; the “cross " fox rom twenty-live
to as high as a hundred, silver and black
fox to prices that made their skins TEN
TIMES TIE VALUE OF THEIR WEIGHT IN
coLD!

The silver and black are now so rarc
that they are “bid” for only by dukes and
duchesses, the rulers and the heirs of king-
doms and empires. Seldom does one sefl
in the London or Paris markets for less than
from $700 to $1,000. A year ago one pelt
sold for §4,000. In this same wuy are going
the black sable and the little white ermine
whose pelt has been worn in the robes of
royalty for more than seven centuries. It
was not long ago that 100,000 skins ol the
black sable found their way into the market
cach year, - Last year this number had
dwindled to FIFTEEN THOUSAND!

The “signs of the change” are now at
hand In another way, and as & cénsequence
never in history will the women of the world
be “up against" a greater assortment of
substitutes in the fur line than during the
crming seasons. On a Michigan stream
the writer trapped {07 Ewo Sasans (o securg
[uids to assisl in paying
college. Tt toak 1

. 400 mink,

his way, lllrc'u;:h -

fifty coon and as manv skunks to hel
T3 LRE Ftent of one year, and he e
el FTTRAL T those days these aplusl
T oxeeption of mink, were hardly
sscil amenge furs, As r(-'cn.ls as four
years aro they were hardly ot l!"\'|![““!-'u-
pven mink, now worth from five to twelve
ilnilars, selling s low as ity cents. Now
niuskrals, squirrels and hils are being
taught literally in millic ake the place
of the botter class of furs. iU

~ dn 1l! of the long list of shoddy "imita-
tions" that face the buyer the “rabbit i
the grL‘Lmt sinner of all, hut the musk-
rat s goorls anck gven thouzh he selis fue
mink, or, l.']l\Ld ta A pesfoct Imititons of
rmrtun. Lrings a fancy price, he &5 FU’H
at the bottom, and wears well,  Skunk bas
long had his awn v \rx].‘] !-ﬂd
has traversed it alme
YELr NINE HUNDRED THAUSANT of “his ki
were cavgit i the contral and northwestera
states, In the rowing scarcity of othet
furs that of the skunk, whaich can .}.. et
for a durcn or more high-priced *substi-
tutes," has come into such demand that
skunk-farming will very soon Lecome an in®
dustry lnch‘\:! of an experiment.

The world's prosperity and its rapid i
trease in population are, of course, the ch
causes of the extinetion af fur. ,'\s recently
as ten years ago the people of the United
States were not counted among the great
buyers of fur.  Now the majority of women
among ninety ion people are purchasers
of fur of ane kird nr another. Fl\-r years
ago London was the world's greatest fur

int
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andl [hads have now 2
nlaces in the actual making of fur
thourh London handles more raw
snbined. Last year

a.o0m atid Tully sisty per
s represented by the fues
rs ago were gonstdered al-

o of New Jersey and Dein-
wir million muskeats.
ine comtributed 3oo bears,
sea joxes, Lomooo shunks

5 throughout the
States hezan Lrapping the streams
art theie homes, shd the ins

sm thirly cents to forty,
anil from fifty to eighty!
I swite o this—in spite of the fact
aeid over, {rom the vast

were strivimg o Bl
liniore, Tir-makeors all over
speited b o out ol
ather industry, hecause of

witl clean out the cheaper
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ntreal buyer to me,
inewill he At Rand.
K T will practically
the estinetion of the beaves, and in Lhe
whole story ol fur there isnot a more pa-
ster than the one which describies
the passing of this human-like &0 all the
carth's furred ereatures. The ' close " season,
hich for vears has protected beaver in the
Canadian wililernesses, ends with 1gra.
Dunng thete years of safety he has hecome
fuite numerpus again in the northerm wilds,
{lis home onee more enfivens the et
ctreasms; hiz wonderful works of engineer-
ino meet one fnevery day's teavel of the
salitudes.  Even before the close season
endds the Inst great slaughter will hegin.
And I this slaughter the last of the beaver
will have no chance, as in the chivalrous
days of yore, when hardy adventurers and
[rndian fehters caught him in crude traps,
amil atalked Rim with puns, andd a hall of
the time foond themselves outwitted and
heaten in the game.  To-day the beaver 1
prows !
A stick of dymamite is placed in the

roof of his ‘house, and he is destroyed
without warning, without a chance to fight
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[ his life—testroyed with his whole fam-
fly, young as well as ald,  And if, by any
chance, one member of the " household " of

| elght ot ten should escape, he dies a few

dayslater, for his home is gone, and without
3 home the beaver In winter 5 like a fish

| frown upon ice instead of into water

Next year will see o great catch of beaver,

| ut £ will be the Last catch, and a little

Jater the beaver, like the buffate, will be snly

5 thing of romantic memory.

“The Last Great Trapping Ground "

THIS passing of the old romance of fur
is marked not only by the pathos of the
furred things themselves, but by that of the
wild and picturesque life of those thousands
ol wilderness people whose centuries-oled
ocation must go with the things which gave
it birth. There is some comfort for the lover
of the wild and what it halds in the thought
that at Jeast in a preat port of the far Cana-
dian wilderness the picturesque fur-hunter
will mever, like the courfer di bofs, quite die
aﬁ:. 1o a countrysone-third as large as the
whale of Europe railroads aud civilization
will never go,  This vast wilderness region,
long described ag a Mwaste,” stretched [rom
the coast of Labrador, through Ungava,
skirts Hudson's Bay and swings north and
west to Mackenzie Land and the polar seas,
1t s 2 land where for six months.out of the
qeat man'sife 15 a bitter Azht against deep
smows and ferde blizzards—against hard-
ships of all kinds, starvation, and a cold that
reaches sixty degrees below zero and which
js sa “dry™ that one may freeze almost to
the point of death without being aware of
epeciil discomiort or pain. It is o country
of countless “rdee mountains,” of cdense,
cpaw-stunted [orests and great swamps, of
mmuppl:d waterways and gredr stretehes of
weeless barrens, impenstrabie ta il hut the
pardiest and birmvest | rist
the warm months, 1t 43 Lopd Strath-
cont says, "' Uhe lase preat trapping ground.”
Outof this trapping ground there has com
5 pupstant stream of tréasure far e rl
and o half conturies. T

at jeast o

will see 37,009,
Capada, in spite of the fact that the actual
pumber of stins will be at least a quarter
jes3 than o wear aua, ahen the lives of ne-

TWEEN THIRTY AND FORTY MILLION WILD
THINGS WERE TAKEN that Milady of civili-
zation might have her furs.

Some time ago I asked 4 beautiful voun,
woman why she loved her {urs, which [ i
after moticed Tier stroke and” fondle os

though they Were alive, and she saig, —

“TheyTe so soft and purry, dnd 50 hifed
with the glisten and warmth and rFeeu of
file that T sometimes almost [orget they'te
dead." It wassomething of this sentiment,
expressed by the mistress of the adventur-
ous Groselier two hundred and forty yeurs
ago, that induced a few chivalrous gentle-
men with swords at their waists to set out
upon their first hazardous quest of the little
white ermine.in the far nothern wastes,
where the lover of a queen and five gentle-
men besides died in the venture. Itis this
sentiment which has moved millions of
women since that time, and it is the senti-
ment which makes a thing of fur a more in-
timate part of them to-day than the most
beautiful jewel. And yet not one woman
in a hundred knows the real story of the fur
which she wears.
As recently as eight years age, when the
IS EELETINY & - oL
wrller first_hogan, i jourtieys ints the
narthlind, one struck [he Sreat [0F country
as spon s he crossed Lake Superior. From
tRere it ranged to the Arcticsea,  Less than
a decade has brought ahout a tremendous
chanyge, and now one travels a hundred
miles farther north before he enters the
“last great trapping ground.” TFrom this
great trapping ground comes seventy per
cent. of the better class of furs worn by the
American woman and her Canadian sister.

In a vast desolation one-third as large as
the whole of Europe there is no railroad, no
white man’s village, and its population is
less than that of the Suhara Desert. Inits
center is Hudson's Bay, the great *“ice box”’
of the North—nine limes as large as the
state of Ohio. Over this vast territory at
distances of [rom one to three hundred miles
apart are scattered the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany’s posts and those of its French com-
petitors, the Reveillon Brothers. In most
instinees a post consists of nothing more
than acompany 3 " the factor's house,
and twoor theoe log eabing.  Except dudng
the months of the ijping season these are
practicaily the only peints of human lifeina

that runs two thousand miles east

anl west and [rom bwo hundral tooeight
hundred north and south.

During the summer months the venture-
some explorer from civilization may travel
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in his canoe for hundreds of miles without
sceing & human [ace, =avage or white, ox-
cept at these o ¢ s, in fact, in
an emply wnd voloeless warld,  Now and
then a canoe may slip quictly down some
stream loward civilization, bearing a dark-
faced factor, a tawny half-breed, or an
Indian. But for the most part he smells
no smoke but that of his own camp-fire and
hears the sound of no ax but his own in the
hundreds of miles he traverses “betwecn
posts.” Tor from threc to five months
the fur country is left to itsell. It is
“breeding.”! The wild things along stream
and lake, in mountain and swamp, scent
now in vain for the smell of man and
travel again their old haunts without fear,
multiplying unmolested, while in a thousand
cities and towns fashion is calmly planmng
the things into which it will turn these
pelted creatures a few months hence.

\

The Trapper
BOUT the posts phere is life. With the

first warm days of spring the Indians,
haif-breeds, and the few white trappers begin
to desert their wilderness shacks and as-
semble about them. Summer is the forest
man's playtime, the carnival duys of his wile
and children, and the nearest post is their
“metropolis " —us well as their bume,  For
weeks the poat in o place of wild and tumul-
tous life, filled with the Taaghter of Tndian
and hall-breed women, the joyous tumult of
little brown children, and Lhe quicter pas-
lime of the men. The Indian trapper is a
natural spendthrift. He is “flush” with
money at the beginmitz of the warm season,
for he has just solid his winter's calch.  He
decks his wile in the gaudiest cloths and
beads that he can buy, and for a time he has
a wild and glorious “spres”—without the
firewater, for the Great Company prohibits
that. He buys every trinket that takes his
eye, in spite of the factar's copstant protes-
tations that he should save mioney for his
winter's supplies. He gambles on dog races
and foot races, on the chance of his wife
shoating straighter than another gquiw, on
the weight of his papeate, on his ubility to
‘“clean up”’ on some other buck in one stunt
or another,  And his wifc is as enthusiastic
as himself, and both laugh as good-humor-
cdly when they lose as when they win.
There is no fighting, no ill will, no cheating.
As one factor said to me, ““They’re a lot of
good-natured, care-free vagabonds—and the
best #pioets that live.”

Ty midsummer there fs probably not &
indain or 2 half-breed at the post '.\'l:lo has
money. His “bank account” i ﬂur
g 5 leiler is mane,  Hiawlies }I:ll}“l.”
raiment is fadid and in tatzers, his children
run about hall naked, and he is at last,
from every apparent point of view, ALl
solute wilderness vagabond. Dut lis Lijght
heart still Leats within his m-;gt;'tl umst:
and he ia as b ippy in poverty as in et
andl his.wife is a5 happy; and his children
are a5 happy, and their hves goon without
acloud.  Butirom this poitt on they are &
care and a probiem lo the Hudsan's Bay
Company, which {or twoand 2 hall cenlunes
has been the " great parent,” as the Coos
sy, to these pictusesque forést people. In
the days of their poverty the factor jur
nithes them with necessary food, short allow-
aneces of tolmeco, and other absolute necesst-
ties. Tlese are the * mits ™ of the Companty
its expression af {ath, goed will, and love—
und its children are not " charged up with
what they receive. .
With the first chill winds that eonie daw
from the northern sca life changes at the
post, A new spirit replices that ot Lhe -
wivatl of indolence and fup, The conturies:
ol passion for the trapeting and the trail
s again into ke fur-lotiter's b!nr.lvd.
anew belng, wiud thire is w pe va
ity about his tepee.  His wile and cf
frem morning vntil night i o
ing tovsh winter garments fram the
caribnu angd moose, while the tord and 1 o
ter bends every cnerzy o get 1.;,~;_;u|.h|:5 hilz
Tt is here that the Come
ng him
‘o lhrccl

pany slow A
“ereedit™ to the extent of from hi
huntlred dall: L
frir, b pais this debl. 17 he i
vo and shoes npl bring
back enouglh shing toliyuidite hls dobl the
Company accepts what he las to pay an
strikes the wiote from itz ledger. 15
policy is never o hold the fear or worry ofa
debt over a trapper’s head for o' lonpger pe
riod than the ofe sensom. A NEw debt may
Le contracted then, but the old one 1S
never again referred ., oo pine casts
out of ten the t ers will each bring
fur amounting in value 1o soveril Lo
their lvans, 20 that while the Compahy
may lose i gre instance §L prstits o pme
otlers, and the chuoces are that the une
fortunate trapper who has made a poor
will redouble his enerzies the succeed-
g season.

With the first breath of winter the fur-
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m, trivelipg nge
two hundred miles. away
tor their ol tenfiping gronnds
litag work of the year be
once amait from the mud
s of the wiltdernes

of the forvsts Helor
[allen the trappes b
4 and has rep
ped teaf by along

wuilly frume thirty 1o ity miles in lenzth,
It begins 4 Hitle w=ty from the cabin door,

fallows strowms and fak hotween
mountains throush o swmps al
L fare anid i s haded put” that it
e trapeer baekito hid bome, AL s

ranace of about every quarter of o mile
the teapiper buihls a “house,” or shelter, of
hazk, boughs and bita of rotten wood, so
constracied that it resemiles a natural shel-
yer,ank i this he places hus baib and trap.

The Trapping

TH“‘“ the mwoment he leaves his door Lo oo

aver B ling, three Jays' supply ol Tood
ol 2 thick biioket in his pack-sack, a knile,
y helt-ax and a rifle asweapons, evary hour is
giled with excitement for the hunter of {ur,
o his snowshoes he speeds swiftly from
sts and

aati] euts off il
anih chlldeen hack
there 5 & hume snow-shos rabbit, frozen
aifl @ it bl died. And o then, frien
theough  the Uhick aml glocmy - balson
Jhead, e hears the faint clinking of 3 chasn
Hia Bloal leape fow, fort " i
e wilderness never grows old 1t
huntet. The _:1\. n clinks
drawd in fparck, €
the hanuer o 2 heall
e comes :Aulrlml‘y_' i 1_I1c nuxt frnyeas
sl there 15 o snarding, leaping thing oy 4
air hefore Fitly, & lreat s-_l.\'vll- o furred
thing. lithe it lwantiful s it urnuchlcf‘ ul
[ lynx Al o uagniticen coimn.
iii‘!i.\fmih fur. s fine wavman s hair,
[rum]‘ll'll aml Tving o upoi the Wl
atperd 0 s LW S the man b come
pithin sprivin distance. b the hunter
frows belter 1k s L'.u'w'\_!l!.y for & sput
wheee he can 2ew up the bullet-hole, and

el apoart of

urler,

fires. Oaly a short time from now some
gently nartured hvauty ol ervilization
press the warmth and regal Ioveliness of
that thing to her face, and—is it po
that a viston of this wilderness tragedy will
come to her then?  No more than the dark-
faced hunter sees a vision of that woman's
loveliness us he skins his catch and hurdes
on. To cach iz given but a part of the pic-
ture.

The for=st man knows only that he has
caught a “ Number Cne, Extra” lynx, and
that the (ompany will pay him fftcen
dollars for it. His mental visions go no
farther than that. He makes no effort to
follow it in the great ship that will cacry it
to Paris or London, where it will be sold at
griat profit; nor to the furrdet’s shap, nor to

aty zicl or the society matron in
hoowill pay 3eso lort same
filteen-dollar lynx—in an “imported " muff.
11e goes on, keyed to higher excilement, un-
til the end of the day comes, and in the first
gray gloom of carly night he stops at one of
the three or foue small fog sheltess which he
has built for himself along the trap-line,
gets his supper, lights his pipe, and reviews
the happenings of the day until slumber
closes his eyes

It will take him three days to cover
a {orty-mile trap-line, and when he returns
to his: cabin at the close of the third he
is welcomed by the glad cries of+his chil-
dren and the laughter and joy of his wife,
who has a tender roast porcupine or a veni-
son stew waiting for him. [For two days
aftec that he rests, saokes his ¢, and
tells of his adventuces, while his wile scrapes
the [at [rom his pelts and stretches them on
sticks, Then, once more, he shoulders his
pack, and goes again upon his round of ex-
citement, adventure and profit.

This life goes on until within a week of
New Yeuar's, when once more all wilderness
trails fead to the pusts. New Year's is the
Clirizstmas, Fourth-vi=July, Thanksgiving
and ecoration Day of the Northland com-
bined, From the middle o December until
the last day of that month sledges with the
mid-winter catches of [ur are driven into
the pists cach day; and for a week or ten
days aiter the ficst great ppening feast of
garilon roasted whole there is b eamival of
wild celebration at each cf the 18o posts
scattered over the continent from Labradoer
to the Rucky Mountains.  When it is over
the fur-hunters smee sore seek their forest
cabins and the quest for Milady's silken
treasures goes o,
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