"HOW TO GET THERE,

IN THE WILDERNESS

WHAT TO TAKE, AND WHAT YOU MUST DO
TO MAKE YOUR BIG GAME HUNT A SUCCESS

By J. O. CURWOOD

Author of “"The Twin Cities of Thunder Bry,” ete.

HERE is a law, I believe,
which declares that one may
kill when faced by peril of
: “hunger, as
“ill”is not human.
: " offer in excuse-of what hap-
pened orre day in- August, which is not
1€ big-game season of Ontarm, as
Very ‘hunter’ knows.

derness who- has also told his story of
misfortung, “we had hoped to save our-

ipment by shooting a ‘“fool’s
" Now_“fool’s rapids,”
the north are rapids that

long as the
This I .
ike many another seeker in the wil-

s a half-niile lug of our birch-bark

in the

ward until his shoulders. were scarcely
above the gunwales of our birch. More
thrilling than words, his posture’ sald

“Lock—Shoot!”

Not more than twenty ya’rds ahead of
us was a spectacie which is seldom the
fortune of a hunter t¢ see, unless he in-
vades the wilderness in the mosquito
and black fly days of August or early
September. A huge cow moose, oblivi-
ous of our presence, was contentedly
breakfasting on lily pads.
were two calves. One was standing in-

-shore, knee deep in the water; the other
had bravely followed its mother until it

was compelled to stand on its hind legs,

its . forefeet supported by a mass of
brushwood. We had approached  thus.
---'-near without causing alarm because just
above us was a rapids, whose turmoil

had drowned the sound of our padd]es

Near her.

e
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T bad brought with me a single
weapon, a heavy caliber revolver., My
experience with it had been short; my
guide, from frequent demonstrahons he
had given, I knew to be an expert, so I
cautiously passed it down to him. The
brave little fellow, shoulder high in the
water, was the sacrifice. I have seldom
felt a keener regret than when the
mother, after fleeing ashore with her re-
maining offspring, came out into the
river agam twenty rods below us and
stood gazing fixedly at us for fully two
minutes. I will not say she did this be-
cause she missed the creature we were
dragging out of the water, for fear that
some ambitious ‘‘sportsman” who has
" hunted in private gardens will number
me among the nature fakirs, Anyway,
we had moose veal for breakfast, and
for dinner and supper ‘and breakfast
after that, and it was good beyond the
mere detail of deseription.”

This' little tragedy occurred. in the"

heart of what I believe to be the great-
est mopse country in the world—that

.country strétching northward from the -~

shores.of Superior tlirough the Rainy
Rwer, Thunder Bay and N1p1gon re-

gions to. Hudson Bay; but it is not of the.
wildérness wastes béyond these regions t
that I havé to' say, for there man has as.
-"mgly, plcturmg “to . yourself all of
“things. that are happenmg these;:
have no more than" three weeks o1 a" ' ‘thou:

yet scarce. set. his foot, but 'of . those
nearer ones that'are poqs1bl s.bo. inen’ who

“way, that “the west bound killed a buli

o7

that “over there’” means so far as you

‘may throw a stone, if yyon have a strong

arm, Then he adds a little to the gen-
eral excitement by stating, in a casual -

moose just over the station a bit last -
night.” And he may speak with truth,

COW-MOOSE ANT

That night the moon comes up big
over the- unbroken w:ldcrness stretchm

bloqd runs i'ight and -'th'ére is,
of"the wild' in your"liéa'rt-

month to. invest. “This country begins at: :

the back-yards of - Port Arthur and

- William., -You - may str1ke it by “deck—-;_\;
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them. The howl of the wolf has become

a common sound ‘of the wilderness;
packs steal down in the cold rights of
deep winter until they track the roads

of settlements; in the hunger days of the

deep snows they follow the trails of men.
- “They came from over there——the

bver-there” In this instance

¢:south and west, The wolf
déer are: mystenes to
‘there was none—to: day
Those who -come
ct with white men under
sons of the. forest deeper

is'a miracle of the Marij~.
blessmg has fallen upon"

-‘_"three moose whﬂe I

moving inte the wilds of Canada,.
Poorly enforced game laws, indisctimi.
‘nate slaughter at all seasons, have “put
a fleainto the red deer’s ear,” and he is
hustling for a safer running ground in
the fastnesses of Ontario. Each succeed-
ing year finds the red deer more numer- -
ous, while hundreds of moose have

joined also in the general exodus. k=
"~ And what would. the wolf do without ~ -

the red deer?
Starve! ‘
- That would be his story in a single-
word. So, like a Nemesis, he follows hot -
on the trail, :
This is a situation which huntefs in -

~ the United States and cven in eastern -
“Canada know little about.

been advertised. The sportsmen of the

‘western Ontano wilderness are willing
" that the moosé "and the red deer of
‘Minnesota should come across the border ~ .

T " . tothem, and they are also entlrely will-
he wolf,” said ‘my Indian -

ing that the knowledge of it should re-

_main among themselves as much as pos- 7
- sible. I was-let into the secret .of their .
Joy three years ago.’ Each year since -
“the '

I ‘hay ‘watched the increase of.
ame in thig sportsman’s ‘paradise, and .

jist ‘before. writing’ this article I took
‘an- August jaunt up into the Thunder =

Bay and Rainy -River regions to see if .

another twelve months had changed the. -
Hunters .
- ~-were ‘worked up to a }ugh p:tch of en "
: thus1asm

I906 situation, They" had.

In.a smgle day's eXclirsion
outside: the limits- of Port Arthur [ saw’
‘-there a- Port

It has not
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o 2 iTfrefes are: thpse in the Thunder Bay
* g Reding-River regions who are will-
ing to swear that half of the bears that
were in Minnesota two years ago are
now in Ontario, between Lake of the
Woods and N1p1g011. Personally [ am
glad of it, for I am a firm defender of
the rights of big game, and I know that

- in. Oritario the moose dand the deer, and
‘the-bear aloag with them, will come into
-t 7 theif own, There one ‘seldom encounters -
R -_the “g'tme hog” as we know him in the
. - states.” Hunters, instead of evading the

) - law,’ combine to- uphold it Even the
... bear; an outlaw who may “be shot upon
T ,51ght s universally ‘given -a- _right to

- -existence and seldom meets his. end durs
- ing hot weather. Itis ah. ‘open boast of
o -.th - settlers and lambermen in M1nne~_
sota that they have. venison: all the year
_tourid. At the end of the Duluth, Mis-,
. sabe and Northcm leway, 1 actually

; ‘Whi!e at Sault Ste. "Marie 1
d.a guide'who- engaged to. g:ve me:
.OOd and safe‘, :

IN THE ‘WILDERNESS

'wﬂdest fastnesses of Minnesota or Mich=:
igan, although Phe thickest of the Minne-"

.2 moose-hunting party - in”

“tursion into the Canadxan moose coun-
try. JA glance ata map will show you:
S what kingd .~ ‘¢ 3
stretches_ rom ,Lake of: the Woods to-

I cite these facts to show one of the -
reasons why the Rainy River and Thun-
der Bay districts of Ontario form the .
present sportsman’s paradise of North
Armerica, not even excepting the Tema- "
gami and Nipissing districts, or New
Brunswick. So it behooves the Amer-
ican hunter who turns his face to these
wildernesses to’ “hunt fair’’. first pur=
chasing his fifty-dollar I1cense, and then
killing only as mifich gamie as the laws
of Ontario allow him. - ‘

It is good fo rem‘ember, too that hun o
ing in what [ might call the “Modse
" Peninsula” of Ontario is cons:derably’f
differerit from seeking game in even the

sota bush may be . less than a -hundted
-miles south, For this - reason I will dec
scribe a- httle of what 1 have learned
from eéxperience, and which may be of"
vaiue to-the: American planning an -ex-

It

‘cotitry -this s,
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word for it, “is filled with a million
creeks and rivers and five million lakes.”
That mere fact is sufficient to set your
heart thrilling with anticipation. It is
the courntry the Great Creator made for
game, the Indians will tell you, and it
fooks it. And it is the “"guide country.”
That is one of the important facts I wish
to emphasize. You may hunt in Mich-
igan and Minnesota without a guide—
but do pot make the mistake of attempt-
ing it in Rainy River and Thunder Bay,
no matter how much experience you
have had in the tamer deer country of
the south. :

But ‘where and how am I to get a
guide? To what particular town or sta-
tion shall 1 go? - These, I know from

experience, are the problems of a hunter -
about to go into a strange land. From

Chicago and the central west one may
go to Duluth and thence to Port Arthur
and Fort William, where he will strike
the Canadian Pacific and Canadian
Northern railroads, Unless . 'one is

nearer to Winnipeg, from where he can.

travel eastward into the Rainy River
district, I wounld advise the stranger to
hit Port Arthur or Fort William as a
" “base,’’ It is easy to make arrangements

. here, both for guide and equipment. Or~
‘he can safely stop at any one of fifty
stations along the railroads in the very.

heart of the big:.game .country. "Near

- “gne man hunt,” or, if not that, the “two’ ~

heart ‘ot t _ ‘ _monarch you are hunting—thé m
Lake of the Woods it"is a toss-up’ be-- 1
‘ oon; - be ‘éari “hear a splash of y

" A PARTY OF TWO IS IDEAL

sonally, if I were going for the first
time into this country, I should stop.at- . - -
Port Arthur or Fort William. . .

In the moose country I prefer the'

man hunt” In other words, the person .

who goes alone with his Indian guide -
stands a greater chance of Lilling his :
quota of game than do the individual
members of a party. The:party hunt is
a very-agreeable institution:of t
igan and Minnesota woods, bufit t
disadvantages in ‘a country wh

has ears so keen that on‘a quict

thireequarters of @
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- THERE 18 .ALWAYS THE PROBLEM OF GETTING
= - YDUK GAME OUT AFTER IT IS SHOT

, th1s regmn you will return to civiliza-

.- resultsof-a “two man hunt”
“will; in” many instances, prove ‘disap-
ut-if you plan to _spend most

As your guide will charge
Lars or. two dollars and ﬁfty

IN THE WILDERNESS

- railroad with your game is exhilarating
-spert, and may prove the most enjoyable

‘then get-you back with your game if he
has to build a raft to do it.

- the benefit of hunters who have never

-'that for the deer and bear of Michigan

tion ‘with all the law allows, while the
in a birch

_moose hunter will ‘arm himself with a

;'  fist from one end of -2 moose to the other,
-crushing bones' and. flesh in a ruinous

and. day offi—in their. huntmg . of one. hunter who dcstroyed 4 magmﬁ-—

and the settlements on the Canadian Pa-
cific beyond Port Arthur, one may ar-
range for the services of a horse, and
during the leisure hours of hunting days
your guide will knock together a “drag,”
or sort of sled, for which you will have
to cut a way back out of the wilderness.
But even this work of getting to the

part of the trip, If your camp is to be
up or down some waterway, matters are
simplified. at cnce, for your Indian will

[ feel impelled to say a few words for

shot moose. Every sportsman knows.

and Minnesota woads a rifle of compara.-
tively small caliber is used, and it is alse
a fact that the hunter going for the first
time after moose nearly always thinks
that he must take a small cannon with
him. In many instances. the tenderfoot

rifle that will plow-a hole asbig as his

and’ entirely unnecessary way. [ know




cent head because he used a gun of tlus,,
description, and I know of another who .
sp01led two-thirds of a caribou by shoot-’

‘ing him lengthwise with the same ‘sort
of a weapon. Personally T usea- thirty-
" five caliber autoloadmg Remington;
Whlch I bel1eve 1s better than . any

BEHIND YOU IS WILDERNESS UPON WILDERNESS OF SPRUCE AND TAMARACK

“Just . ‘behind. you is your small te

‘rock that even now, -as the s
_down, “reflects in the -evening .
“heat and 11ght of the newly-'

:parmg suppe >
na shunmermg,
: lost agamst it

about, and dreamed of,. and’ Tonged

pltched with’ 1ts face” agamst 2 gredt
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until an eighth of a mile
away we saw an object
shoot out on the snow-
covered ice of our lake,
Ten rods it came—fifteen
—twenty—a red deez, rac-
ing with death close be-
hind; and by the time
that twenty rods had been
covered we could see
black spots tumbling fast
.after. It was a thrilling
- sight and we stood mute,-
scarce breathing for fear
of making a sound.
They passed a score of
rods - abreast of wus, and
then my Indian wh1spercd
" that the deer was near-
ing exhaustion. I could
see the wolves gaining-—
saw the poor creature
ahead -stumble  as it .
plinged up the bank of

: -the lake, and then, and
‘VIRGIN WILDERNESS, IMPENETRA- flot  until then, did 1
ILE ﬁggg,{‘ﬁigo“fﬁgﬁ;‘ffm, ‘remember that 1 held a
BUT TO MAN -gun in my- tremblmg

A5 WELL  hands,

L s - ‘They catch her,”’ said
‘my guide. “‘She come
find | water—swim—get -
away: Nowater—all icel’’ -
We heard them cir-
cling around a
quarter of "a
mile behind -us.
',Then again’ they
‘headed ‘for the
lake. - This tm:lé 1.

“Moose!’’ he says, and
you- two- sit down there in
the warmth and glow of
your fire and eat your sup=-
per of bacon and beans
and baked meat-cakes hot
from a crackling stone,
by all odds the happiest
mortals in" the whole
wide. world?  And ‘after
it is done you settle back
“with your pipes, for the
da.ys jaunt to " the camp-
ing ground has been a
Iong and a . hard one,.

S and your Indian tells
..you strange -tales as the
" night -grows deeper and
_ blacker. Then, over the
~edge “of the Canadian
- wildernéss, you catch
‘sight of the rim of the
‘maon, and as it rises h1gher.




