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¥ THE fifteen million boys in Amgrica{ should. devote 'a whole week to geading- the
most theilling stories of fiction, no story 'would be found. more filled with tales ot

R Lnce o L I
\\“13 : EUST” i ]I stirring adventure, .umorous incidents and brave deeds Lhur& '{)he Erue history |
¢+ JE ot | | of George Washington, whose ane hundred.and seventy-third birthday will be .
i EI..‘.'}- TOENEﬂOUDU ; ) colehrated on the twenty-second day of this month; and because of his wondertul |
e Y e exploits, few men have been more ridienlously. painted and described by early
Apeileia s %g artists and historigns than®this man, whose first real adventure was the cutting.
: down of a cherry tree in his father’s yard ¥ .

Pirate, slaveholder, gambler, sea-admiraf, .dunce ‘and dancing-master are a.
) " few of Lhe terms whicl! were used to deseribx George Washingten, the patriot and .
hero, by .some of the men wlie lived in his day. These terms were not coupled wilh his .
pame Lhrough hatred, but simply out of ignorance, In the days “when Washington was
supplying one-lalf of (ke moral courage of the Continental army ati Valley Jiorge, there
were theusands of people living tin forelgn countries who regarded him - as.an adventurer
and an outlaw. Imaginatien ceuld hardly conéeive | more picturesque stories than those
which gained eredence in certain parls of Some ccuntries.. Some writérs even went so far
" as to deseribe him as half Indian. @ Others thought he wis a sen Bghier, and in ‘parts of |
" Prance he wag, regarded as ‘a pirate, Thére wds @ time wlhen hundreds of thousands of ¢
péople looked upon: him as a. crazy inan. | But inta very few years: Géorge -Washington®
- Qemonstraled just what he was to ibie whole world, and”thal is why' every schoalbey and’. -
girl in the United States is going to ‘celebrate “hig birthday a few weeks hence, : AT

Of, course, all the storics of those days made thelr impressions.upon the minds of
atlisls as well as writers, for in those early times it totk years to dispel even rumors, The
result was some very remarlable pictures of Washington, which bave, been landed down
“to the present day. . ' Lo " .

One of the most interesting of these pictyres Washington -as a dancing-master. It
i3 a fact that Washington was a very fine dencer. His fame. as such ‘spread all threugh the
colonies, and no doubt it was carried in a gossipy sort of a way to England. Anyway, an.
Eaglish artist made him out a dancing-master on canvas, and not 2 good one at ihat, but
a bow-legged fellow, with o stomach that Seemed too full for his vest, and a forehead that

- receded most amazingly. T DI . ’

When he was a Loy of sixteer, and brimming over with a love of adventure, George
Jonged to beeome the captain of a ship, and to-fight the efemies of Ingland on the sea
Lii:e many boys -of today, that had-long been his ambition, -and when his half-brother,
Lawrence Washington, went lo serve as a caplain under Adniiral Verpen, alter whom
Mount Vernon was named, it -locked as though the boy would achievé that ambitien, Soon
after this, George was offered a midshipman’s commission, but Mrs.” Washington shatrered
his air castles by decluring that he should never ge te sea.  Years after, when Ceorge
Whashington lhad become one of the most famous men in the world, it was supposed by’
many that he had really served under Admival Vernon, and that he instrueted {he cap-

. tains of the American ships during the War of Independence, Secveral pictwres of him
‘were painted, representing him as a seafighter, and the most fameus of these is that shown- e
ahove, for which a Dritish admiral posed. Tt the picture was supposed by many to point
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duoghishh artist made hanr out o dancmp-masier on canvas, amd not a good onc at thal, bug
a bow-legged fellow, with a stomach that Seemed too full for his vest, and a forehead that

receded most amazingly.

When ke was a boy of sixteen, and brimming over with a love of adventure, George

Jonged to become the captain of 2 -ship, and.to-fight the edemics of England on the sea.
Liike many boys-of today, that had.long been his ambition, -and when his half brother,

Lawrence Washington, went to serve as a captain ‘wnder Adwiiral Vernon, after whom

Mount Vernen was named, it looked as-though ihe boy would achieve that wmbition, Soon
after this, George was offered a midshipman’s commission, but Mrs. - Washington shattered
his aiv ecastles by declaring that he should never go to sea. Years after, when Grorge
Washington bad become one of the most famous men in the world, it was supposed by

many that be had really served under Admival Vernon, and that he instructed the cap-'’ :
. tains of the American ships during the War of Independence, . Several pictures of him
“were painted, representing him as a sea-fighter, and the most famous of these is that shown. .

above, for which a DBritish admiral posed. DBut the picture was supposed by niany to point
to enly hnll of the troth, Alter Washinglon had won the independence ol the eolonies, there
were, of course, thousands of stories ped ancedotes told sbout him all over the workl, just
as there are about great men of today, such as Dewey and Mark Twain, It was said that
in his very early years be was a wild fellow, fond of gambling and vice, and {hat for a
short time, under an assumed name, Nz eowmanded a, pirtte ship, [0 fook a good bit of
imagination to transform a dancing-master into-a pirate, or viee versa, but thousands

" of the people of the cighteenth century did it, and more, too.

Every boy who rcads history knows that for many years beforc the War of Independ.
ence yaung George Washinglon was a true subject of King George, and scvera) times neusly
lost, lis life in fghting for him. In those days he became the bitter enemy of the Frenet.

Later, when Lafayette came over to aid the Ameriean cause, there was a faction in France .

which revolted against aiding the struggling colonies, although thcir own counlry was at
war with England, Among these people, of course, Washington was desciibed at his worst,
and many caricatnres of him were dvawn by actists of that day. They even went so far
as fo deseribe him as a dolt and a dunce.  Tn the French picture shown above, lhe is
painted as a weak, narrow-clested man, with just about as much character showing in his
face -as one might expeet in one who is weak-minded, -

But the funniest story about Washingtfon that ever gained credence was one born in
Holthnd, which declared that lie was a Dutchman, and, at least half of the old Dutch pie-

. tures of the great patriot gave him Duteh features. This stery may have eoriginated f{rom

the fact thut Washington was a great friend of Jaesh Van Tracm, a Dulch soldier of fortune,
who made a romantic reputation in the new world, and who aflerward played his part in

© the histery and ficiion of alland. In fact, Washington was not only the friend and cham

of Van Beaem, but for a long time studied military- tactics and straregy under him.  One

- writer even went so far. as to hipt that Washington was a Dufchman undér an assumed nane,

_ On the other hand, no man that ever lived has had more attention paid to him by famous
artists chan George Washington.  Men have lived who have spent vears in the- stwly of
the patrior, of his ways of living, and of his mornls ‘and religion, that they might not
lail in picturing: the true Washington. One of these men was John Trumbull, and another
was Jebward Savage.  Savage ‘even went so far as to make a long siudy of Washington’s
Family, and his group picture js the niost fameus cver painted.

The bust:¢f Washington by Jean Antoine Houdon, and the crayon by Charles Tre St
Memits are thought te be ‘the two best profiles of the patriot ever made, Tut above all
these, probably the two picturps most interesting te the younger peneralion of Americans
are those which show Washington and ‘the beantiful ""Widew Custis™ at the time of their
courtship, and when Washington bad yet his name to malke.
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