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years of age. Miss Frances Baler,
of Detroit, has won the reputation
of being one of the most fearless
and - resourceful divers along the
Great Lakes, and within the last
theee yeers has secumulated almost
twenty-five thousaned deliars in g profession that
herctoiore only the most cour2yeous and phys-
ically perfect oi men have darced 1o follow,  The
story of this «irl’s success, of her thrilling ad-
ventures and discovery of treasure reads almost
like a chapter in an exciting hoak of fiction,
and the atanse € o T
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e - Great Lakes

Brains and Pluck and an Inherited Passion for Diving
Have Won Reputation and a Snug Fortune

for the Only Woman Engaged

in This Unusual Profession

iesitation dis-
luize. That
ating world
un i the

ladder and without a moment s
appeared under the surfnce -.°
first plunge into the new ami
of the under sea Ieft 2 vivid |
young girl's brain, Tt secinoed as though
some great creature with o thouzand arms was
pressing her gentdy but Nomly on sl sides, and
for a few moments her hreinh come in short
#asps, and a feeling of sullocation oppressed her,
But the pirl who was soon Lo Levome the mast
famous young woman on 1he f.ukes was far
from  frightened. - Sreadite - Lot T
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“diver matured in her day

an. almost indeparihle com-
. panien to him,

~owners of the vessel, who

Wi and resourceful divers along the
4 & Great Lakes, ‘and within the last
three years has accumulated almost

“twenty-five thousand dollars in a profession that

heretolore only the most courageous and phys-
icaily perfect of men have dared to follow. The
story of this girl's success, of her thrilling ad-
ventures and discovery of treasire reads almost
like a chapter in an exciting book of fiction.
and the element of romance was completed z few
months ago, when Miss Baker discovered and
raised fifty thousand dollars' worth of copper
from the treasure-ship H. H. Stewens, which
sank in eighty feet of water in Lake Erie sev-
erai years ago. )

From Duluth to Buffalo this courageous
Michigan girl is now known as the Gir! Diver
of the Great-Lakes, and wherever she goes she is
regarded as the especial protégé of the lake seamen,
Miss Baker’s love for the wild and dangerous life of
the diver is inherent. For a father she has the great-
est captain of divers that :ever worked 1n the big
inland seas, 2 man who was never known to fail, and
to whom the first alarm-calls usually come when ships
need aid in Lake Erie and Lake Huron, But it is
doubtful 'if even this great man of the Lakes, Capt.
H. W. Baker, has had more thrilling or romantic ex-
periences than his daughter. .~ :

From the time she was old enough to go down.

to the river alone, [ittle
Fannie used 'to watch Cap-
tain Baker's wretking-ship

Miss Frances Baker, of Detroit, Michigan, a Fearless and Succesful Diver

“There is one article in that boat which T would
like to secure,” he said to her. “There is a diamomd
ring in my cabin that [ prize very highly. I-wonder
if your father would get it for me?”

“I'll et it for you myselll" cried the voung girl,
impulsively,

For some time Miss Baker had bees planning to
make her first descent, and the followine morning she
prepared to go down with one of the oid divers who
was to be sent to inspect the ship. Her own father
manned the compressed-air apparatus which meant life
or death to her as she calmly walked down the ship's

aial patimge arto the new and fascinating world -
of the under sea left n vivid impression in the
young girl’s brain. It seemod at first as though
some great creature with a thousand arms was
pressing her gently but firmly on all sides, and
for a few moments her breath came in short
gasps. and a feeling of suffocation oppressed her.
But the girl who was soon to become the most
famous young woman on the Lakes was far
from frightened.  Steadily she Iowered one
weighted oot after the ather down the ladder,
until she stood upon the hottom of the lake, with
the shadow of the sunken barge locoming up
before her a dozen yards away.

At this depth the twenty pounds of lead at~
tached to her feet scemed no heavier than or-
dinary soles of leather, and with a strange feeling
of buoyancy she fbllowed her companion to the
walls of the sunken ship, and with his aid clam-~

bered up over them. At this point the plucky girl
began to experience severe pains in her licad, and she
feared that her nose had hegun to bleced. Undaunted .
stiil, she reached the cabin of the barge, and there
taid a detaining hand on her guile’s arm, signifying
that she intended to enter first.  Inside the cabin the
electric-light the girl carried at her belt lit up the
scone with weird distinctness. The discomfort caused
by the pressure of the water and breathing compressed
air had now become almost overpowering, and Miss.
Baker lost not a moment in her search. In one corer
of'the cabin she saw the stand described to Ler by

the owner, and on it the

small hox that' contained the

ring. In her haste to reach

leave  on its adventurous
missions with longing eyes.
The ambition to become a

by day, and as she grew
older she deplored tle fate
that had condemned her to
be a girl,.  But when she
saw that women. were he-
coming lawyers. architects,
ankers, and even engineers,
her determination to hecome
a diver was fixed. She began
making wrecking-trips with
herdather,.atd. somss became

She studied
every part of the machinery
connected in any way with
diving, and in yime Jearned
to command the wrecking-
hoat with a skill and assur-
ance that was astonishing.

In Lake Huron a ship
had gone down. =2 hig
waoden  barge from the
North, and it lay deep in
sand fifty feet below the sur-
face of the lake. On the
wrecking-ship thar went to
raise it was one of the

had been on the harge when
she sunle. One dav, heforethe
wiceker reched Sl avene

it she stumbled and fell, and’
for one moment a thrill of
fear passed through her,
But it was gone as quickly
-as it came, and with the box
in her hand the girl returned
to the deck of the barge.
clambered  over itz gides.

utes Inter stood trembling
and exhausted on the deck
of the wrecker, the prowd-

of the Inland seas.

As a reward for this dar-
ing exnloit Miss Daker was
presented with the diamond
ring she had resened, and it
is now in Drer possession,
That ring marked the be-
ginnine of her fame and foz-
tune.  The girl had proved
that she coukd live in the
under sea, and to be able to

is worth anywhere irom fifty
to two hundred dollars a
day to a wreeking eompany.
Ninety-nine out of cvery
hundred men whio descend
fity feet mmder the enld
Woter- g du It o Lo
Huran will in a fow minates
begin to suifer with hleeding
at the nose, which is gnick

of Gperations. this man stood
tabbng with Miss Baker.

The Girl Diver and E_Comvam'nn Dezcending the $adiler. Miss Baker is the Firt Fiuyuze

death §f they stay, or with

again, and a couple of W’

est and the bravest girl that
ever set hier [oot ona ship

do this mceans that a person
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Tendeaplittineg paims oul anffoestion, That. ix why ol
tine wornl divers, drest oneend o1 the fodes o the
otler, may be counted nione’s fmgers and tods,

AMres Baker now hegan following up her first ad-
ventitre with practical woerk. The girl carly developed
the fact that she was. fitted to be a captain of divers,
Jnstead of being a diver alone.  Her plans for raising
sutiken ships and cargoes were daring. original and
showed remarkable pgenius,  ller suggestions were
such as those which : )
recently hrought

Ax qnipl.' ag o Hadls ol af b venigpele alinsee hined
caught the tihe bofore i shppol over G siede, and
had attached it again just v the nick ol tinwe,

It was f1et Jone after this that the adventurous girl
hecame entangled in the wreekage of a sunken boat,
and for twenty misutes worked furinusly filty iect he-
geath the surface af the sea getting her guide-rope free
enongh to signai for help.

But all of these thrilling expericnces only served
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Three years and ey ago a “capper-ship™ eit_th
rielt minitr countey of northern Michigan for Tufial
with fifty thousamd deilars’ worth of the red met
in ber lold. She passad safely down Lake urm
through Saint Clair, and inta the Petroit River. 1
Lake Erie siic caught fire. The boats i the doome
vessel came in wil
her erew. amd n
that sight he s

“aboat  the discov-
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ery of the treasure-
ship 117 H. Steveus,
whizh  added  five
thausand dollars to
Ter rapidly grow-
ing fortmsec.

It was not long
aiter this that she
had a gruecsome ad-
ventire which was
enourh to shatter
the nerves nf a less
[ 2l wikad LAl B :.‘n“n;:
Woman, Aschooner
went down in Lake
‘FHluron, bu: its en-
tire crew  escaped
with the exception
of one seantan, Be-
iore the raising of
the wessel was un-
dertaken, divers
made a scarch for
the body of this man.

!
One after annther k
E

several of them de-
scended, but failed
to find the missing
eailor. Then Miss

-to take a turn.
Like the others,

she failed in the
first. part of the {
scarch. Then she

descended ‘into the
Iiold of the wvessel
The light she car-
ried illumined the
e¢mpty  space  for.
many yards ahcad
of her, but it dis-

N

might be the body
of the seaman.
I'rom stern to bow
she continued her
hunt, Confdent
now that the sailor
had been swept in- ‘ .
to the lake, she turned toward the open

hatehl.  As she almost reached it, and lifted her
eyes, the white ghare of her light revealed a hor-
rible sight. Floating between two of the deck-

beams, with its face s'ta'ring down and its arms reach-

The Finishing-Touch 10 Mis
Baker's Diving-Costume
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crew  beavier an
“heavier, and b
wiikl blew a eal
And when it wa
found that th
treasure-ship  wa
not alriiiing aaler
elict, noy man ent!
~ay where she ha
grne down,
For manmn
maonths {rtles
wenrelies were oy
for her e i
ANCE- COMPANY
gan first, and wav
it up. ftowas res
soverd  that o si
might have drinte
fifty  miles  heior
shie went tn th
Bottom, pmd that
was a hapeless tas
to attempt to focat
her. As months an
years  passad,e
owners of the ca
wo offered hail «
ittt any nEn o
sompany wh
would solve tb
mystery of s res
ing - place. Tha
started  the  gres
Lake Erie hint i
treasure. Wreekin
companics, $ea-caj
tains in their ow
vessels, and  me
from Buffale, Clev
Jaml apd Detroi
juined that seare
for the ship-load
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- She is About to Begin Work on Stevens I.I:.l’li seen
the Sunken Stcamer Berlin ingly - disappenr

as completely as
- the bottum of tl
. lake bad opened 1

to receive hier when she went ‘daw,
The mystery of the copper-ship app caled o
the adventurows wirl diver.  For many months s
investigated the details of the fire, and kiew ju
what progress that fire had made when the [FaR




© . “haul-up” signal en her rope, was quickly pulted o

resumed, he meets H
a frightiul end. - |
Miss :Baker was’ /
cance working H

st

cclapped  over  her

sttt she knew

coaEtseaman. oL e
”"ﬁfstcrn to how The Finishing.T A
the continued her ‘EB i ch ""?b N
hunt. Confident 7, aker s Diving-Lastuny:
now that the sailor”’
had been swept in- _
to the lake, she turncd tnward the open
hatch. As she almost reached it, and iifted fier
eycs, the white glare of her buht revealed a hor-
rible sight. Floating bhetween two of the Jdeck-
beams, with its face staring down and irs arms reaeh-
ing out as if to clutch her, was the bodyv nf the dead
satlor, almost directly above her head. . So terribic did
it look, with its arms and legs moving slizhtly and it
face so,dead-white, that the wirl almost {ainted, But
Lknowing that her life depended wpon her reaching
the deck, Miss Baker clambered up, and giving the

the suriace. . :
There came a'time, however, when Miss Baker was

placed for 2 few short .

moments in a more :

et febliiud. Aul dr o« £l

She is Aboul 1 Begin Wark an Sicvens had seem-
the Sunken Steamer Berlin 1“5—*,]}' dlsappCﬂrc_d
as completely as ff

the bottom ol the
Iake had opencd up
to receive her when she went down, :
The mystery of the copper-ship appealed to
the adventurous girl diver. For many months she
investigated the details of the fire, and knew just
what progress that fre had made when the 7. H.
Stevens was leit to her fate that stormy night on Lake
Frie. She figtired the direction in which the gale was
blowing, and long hours at a time the girl would
imagine herseii on the doomed capper-ship, slowly
drifting with the stors. And cach time she would
stop off Point Burwell, and say, “Here 1s where we
went down!” - .
With that point as a center, Miss Baker mapped
out a square scveral miles long on each side.
“If we drag that
square,” she said,
“just as a farmer

.

thrilling  position
than this. When a’
diver goes down,
the -air which he .~
breathes comes in-.
to his helmet
through a tong rub-
ber tube connected
to the compressed-
alr apparatus  on
the deck of the
wrecker, The mo-
ment this “thread
of life” is broken
the diver begins to’
suffocate, and un-
less he is instantly
brought to the sur-
face, or the work-
ing of the tube is.

side of a
Upaavhern

alemg the
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stie. - sulfered . the !

awtul experience of i

hiving her air-sup- il

ply cut off. She was ¥ E

halt fezning over, ;7 '
Cexamining some n‘

part of the boar, v

when it seemed a3 - ¥

if o great hand had i
been suddenly .

would - plow his
field, we will find
the copper-ship.”
Last summer the
Baker wrecking-.’
ship set out on its
romantic quest. On
-the outer. edge of
that part of the sea
mapped out her
drag-nets were
dropped, and then
and for  several
days the. wrecker
plowed. slowly hack
and forth, as the
captain’s daughter
had said it sheuld.
Nearer and nearer
the cemnp, . that
spot  “‘where  the
“girl and her cop-
per-ship had gone
down,” the low,
black. ship of. the
wreckers came,
And when it had
come within half a .
mile of it, carly one
morning  the nets
canght, and & shoad-
der passed through
the ship as she was
brought to a stop.
“U Delieve it's

mouth. In an in- ‘

wihiat L happened,

aned even while suf-

focnting, through the medinn of her rope

that eate . but thrilline Lowhiich b e
o Thieint lalnt M

i1 : : ation {or her pro-
TR R S 1 ol . cs her e
i wand oadter
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Canr. i her first
alke Tluron she possessed 8 handsome
viston b her ceen on ome af the moest {ashe
rects 1w Delroit c-
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e wounhd
vi s the fresiair bega
avaml, When Miss DBaker

fouand thut one of the men

T
ach

wchedd 1
st

1
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the copper-ship,”
said  Miss Baker,
and the girl pre-
pared to go down
. first. )
Soundizes showed that whatever had caught the
nets wins undder cighty fect of water, a depth sufficient
1o Lest ithe Gune of the ost powerful divers, But
Mins | hersell to e loweral, and nn
alier g A reached botton than with a theili or
juy siie reesgniasd the thabers of a burned ship. For
ten days the wreckers worked hoisting the freasure,
and when the cupper was brought into port and sold,
Miss Baker's share came to five thousand dollars.




