EDITOR'S NOTE

The revelntions in this article are almost unbelievable and It acems Incredible tha
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Fishhooks for Wives

Amazing Phase of White Slavery Among the Eskimos of the Far North of British America

By JAMES OLIVER CURWQOD

tin this enlightened age men, even far off Esklding,

should think of wrafficking In their wives, but James Oliver Curwaod, whose fame 23 a writer of popular atories ls widely known, writes this narrative for

us and with knowledge of the facts, as he was formerly a apeciul investigator for the Caanadian Government.

Thls ls another of the serles of remarlkable

Worthern sketches which Mr. Curwood has written exclusively for Leslle's Weekly. .

terpriter who  could understand English.
Colking——which, for obvious reasons, i not
Lig right nume —hod locked over some twenty Fakimo
women and girky knd hid decided upon Waskee's wife,
ind Waskee tried hard to conceal his autisfaction.
Calking was going to winter with a whaler on the
Muckenzie and he way Buying g *‘six months' wife.”’
During the formality of sale, Waskee's wife gat
stolidly on the bearskin where her husbund had.placad
her to show off to best advantage. She wus a young
womun—aenrcely seventeen, I Jearned; a Kogmollock.
with a brown, oval face, a mouth that was really
pretty, and an unusual umount of struight, blsck’
huir.  She was a bride of u little over a year, and
thig was the first time that she had been sold to s
white man.  Her only sign of emotion at the trunsae-
tion in which ahe was the chief fuetor hetrayed itself’
in her parted lips and the stendiness of the gaze
which ghe fastensd upon Calking, This was the firat
grial event in her life-—her sale to a white man,
She had seen scores of other girls and women sold,
snd one of her ambitions had been to renlize that day
herself. Yn her code of things it was & grest social
triamph, without sin,  For more than fifty years her
people hud sold themselves to white men. Human
irarter hud come 10 be a part of their existence, and
they 8aw no reason in the ceaseless but futile efforts,
of the Canadian government to step the traffie through
the Royul Northwest Mounted Polics, statj@lged at
Hersehel and at Fullerton. ’ g
‘Phe vigion of the young wife, a3 she eyed Calkins,
waeg something Jike thiv: As the white man’s wife,
she would be dressed gayly throiigh &I the long win™™
ter, have plenty to eat and little work to do. As
Waskee's wife, she would go cold, starve at intervals,
perhaps die of hardship before spring. Therefore
she prayed in her heathen way to beeome the wife of
Catkins.  And Waskee saw nnother picture: If Cal-

HE PURCHASE was made at Waskee's igloo,
E on Muckenzie Bay, through an Eskima in-

kins pild the price he asked, ha” would-live like a-—urged to-leave—their native-husbanda for.an-alien— haa always confronted. me. _ This is my line.of rea- .

princa through the winter, smoke as much as he
pleased and grow fat instead of thin. His price was
ten sacks of flour and a good -tobacco supply. For
this he agreed to give up his igloo and build another
for himself. In addition to the flour and tobaceo, he
demanded ten fishhooks, )
“IM give you eight sacks-of ‘flour and “the figh=
hoaks,"' Calkina told him, through the interpreter.
Waskee shook his hend, Calking wis new at the
game, and the Euskimo husband knew it. He would
have sold his wife at Calkina's offer quickly enough
if he had thought that the whife man would not come
to hie terms, . But. his.wife was the finest looking
- omun in the village, and he bung to his price, At
wC Calking sgreed to pay, and for the first time a
guick light of pleasure teaped into the Eskimo girl’s
dark eyes.  She did not glanee at her husband as he

majority of girl babies to die, keeping tha population
dewn to just about half and half.  Since twenty-five
yeurs ago, however, the girl buby has Leen considered
more valzeble than the male, end they wore allowed
to live.
Thia ig the one reason why there are two or three
girls and women to every man in the averzge Eskima
- village of to-day. On my Iast trip into the north, I
secured a census of the natives living at Herachel
Istand. There were n total of fifty-five. Of these
there were fourteen male adults and aix boys—twenty
males in all.  There were, on the other hand, twenty.
six women and nine girle—a total of thirty-fve,
South of Vieteria Island there are the remains of
a villug® which at one time must have numberer gev-
eral hundred peopte. There are evidences of abont
eighty igloos, and many of the frames are still stapd-
ing. They are built entirely of whale riba and heaps
of whale bones, and must have been conatructed thirty
or forty years ago, when whales were 50 common that
the natives seldum experienced the panga of starva-
tion. I figore that at that time there were three
hundred people in the village. Since that tims this
village hns moved far to the east and numbers not
more than eighty. Of these only about thirty are
males. I met one old Eskimo wha, through an inter-
preter, told me a little of the days when three fish-
hooks bought a wife of him. At that time the fish-
. hook waa sbout the most wonderful thing that had
came into the lives of the Esgkimo, and aven to-day &
“gale’ or a ‘“‘rental’’ of a wife or daughter is very
seldom made without u eertain percentage of pay-
ment in fishhooks.
In the village eaat of Victorie Island I found that
“nearly every adultiwoman and many of the young
girls had at ona timelor another heen white men's
property, A number of the women had been taken
repeatedly for years beck by the same sailors, as is
the case in nearly every Eskimo village. 1t is a
corions fuet that, while the women do not have to be

partner, they are strangely faithfu! to their white
purehasers after they have onee become their prop-
erty. The highest honor an Eakime woman or girl
ean achieve iz to become a “‘steady wife'’; that is,
sailor takes her with the understanding that he is to
have her year after .year,-or as often as his ghip
" comes near her-villape, the same- price:being: paid-
each year to her husband or father. If it ahould hap-
pen that he misses a season, he must, in order to hold
his purchase, send in the stipuiated price by seme
other ship, In this event neither the skimo woman
nor her hugband will listen to the advances of any
ather men, even though the ““steady man'’ remzins
away for severn! yéprs. As long as his supplies ap-
penr, he ig certz‘l’ﬁ_gf fidelity.

I have hgfore me a letter, written by Inspector
G. L, Jennings, commanding the Muckenzie River

—...r0sennd prepared to leave the igloo; and Waakee took— distriet-of the-Royal Northwest Mounted. Police. _.He

_&a little notice of her as though she had been a dumb
unimal, Within five minutes Waskee had left the
igloo for the winter,
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88ys, 1k part:

Sadlors coming hero sepentsdly talce the pame womnn, Yagrs
that they Ja nol eome outflt pre sent In by them.  Thia relationslilp

womer are bringing into the world & wenker race,
and gne that eannct exist like the race of old amiqg
the rigora‘gf 1e Arctie winter,  The large majority
of these ha fte children sre sent to the povern-
ment gchoole in Alagka, angd about twenty of them ar..
now in school in San Francisco and other Ameries
eities,

Even the Bishop of Yukor ndmits that the moral
side of the native queation is one of the most per-
plexing that facea’the authorities to-day, both wpirit-
val and physicai, d@nd that whatever change is
brought about must be a gradual and tactfal one.
Pergonally I ¢rn see but one solution, in spite of this
emirent authority’s opinion. I believe that the prob.
lern shonld be solved, not with the Eskimo, but witl,
the white mun, by wn amendment to the Tndian act,
making it an indictable offense for any white man ty
live in any kind of conjugal relationship with an
Enkimo woman unless legally married.
done, the government would have to take upon ftsel
the responuibility of doing what the whalers do now
—supply the natives with flour, tea, clothes, tobaeca
and other things which have become necessery to

their existence. If the problem ia allowed: to werk -

itself out, there will be but few natives left to profit
in the end. Twenty years ago there ware fonr hun-
dred Hakimos at Xittigazuit., There are now less
than fifty. Twenty years ago there were seven hun-
dred in the Mnckenzie delts. To-day there are only
two hundred And sixty from the Alaska border to
Baillie Island. The figures tell the atory.

A Restanrant Woman’s Sermon.

WOMAN who evidently has been in & positien

A to observe thingn for herself and hea formed
poaitive opiniona writes to Lrsnia's as follows:
‘“Having employed from ten to twenty girls and
young men for years, the problem of fallen women

soning: A man seems to consider a waitress hig nat-
urpl prey.  1f she ia new at serving the publie, she
repele his advancea with shamed face and hot tears;
I# married and respectable, she repels him angrily
and with no hiding of her disgusat; but if rather tired,
diapirited and not new to the persiatent attenticns of

- men, young, middle-zged, old and bald-~heaven help

herl—sha struggles no more. I cannat yet see s
girl I consider willfully immoral. Anry normal
woman likes, even craves, the attention af a man,
and it seems so many girla must be deatroyed and
cast aside before a young man is reedy 1o say to a
good girl, ‘I love you and I want you to marry me.’
She muat be good, thongh he may have wallowed
threugh years of filth.
**A bachelor of forty, who ealled himse!f o man of
the world, said to me, ‘1'd like to marry and settle
- dawn, but I kpnow so much about woman, I'm afraid
totrust one enotigh to ‘marry her.’ - My answer
finabed, ‘What are you? Buot he didn’t appenr to
congider that side of the question. Then there ig the
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Uncle Sam’s Farm-boy School.
(Centinued from pajre 330.)

aystem and discontinue our enslavement
to cotton.  Of courae we must and we
will continue to produce the warld’s
greatest cotton crop, but along with this
cotton we must produce more actual food
for man and beast,’’

This iz one of the features of the

living, That it is an effective one ia
apparent ¢n the surface and to the most
casunl obhserver,

With the boys obtaining real results
from their corn and cotton, the girfs are
not forgotten. The girly’ tomato club
followa in the wake of the boys' corn
elub—the co-eds of Uncle Sam’s school
--and the Department of Agriculture
shows itself no discriminator against
the fuirer sex in ity campeign of edoca-

canning, and the resulta are of great
value to the girls now and when they
become the mistresses of their own
farm-houses,

The department is not alone respansi-
ble for all this, however. The best in-

munity iy when its buainees men begin
to realize that nothing benefits them in-
dividually so mnch ag the uniform ang
equitable development of the community
in which they live. Southern business
men gonerally are turning to this sratess
manship of econemic development und
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vriumph, without sin. or more than fty yenrs hey
people had sold themselves to white woen.  Human
barter bad come 1o be a part of their existence. and
they 3aw no reason in the censeless but futile efforts
of the Canadian gevernment to stoep the traffic through
the Royal Nurthwest Mounted- Police, stationed at
Herachel and at Fullerton, -

The vision of the youngygife, as she eyed Calkina,
was soinething like this: "As the white man's wife,

she would be dressed’ gayly through all the long win.

ter, have plenty to eat and little work to do. As
Wuskee's wife, she would ge cold, starve at intervals,
nerhaps die of hurdship before spring. Therefore
she prayed in her heathen way to become the wife of
Calkins. And Waskee saw anather picture: If Cal-

king puid the price he asked,"he-would live-like-a-—urged -to-léave- their vative-husbands . for.un.alien:..-

prince throngh the winter, smoke a3 much aa he
pleased and grow fat instead of thin, His price was
ten saeka of flour and » good tohueco supply. For
this he agreed to give up his igloo and build anather
for himaeif. In addition to the flour and tobneco, he
demanded ten fishheoks.

T give you- eight sacks-of flonr and the flgh--

haoks, "’ Calkins told him, through the interpreter,
Waskee shook his head. Cuolking was new ut the
gume, and the Eskimo husband knew it. He would
have sold his wife at Calkins®a. offer quickly enough
if he had thought that the white man would not come
to hie terms.. But his.wife was.the finest looking
women in the village, and he bung Lo his price. At
1aat Calking apreed to pey, and for the first time n
guick light of pleasure leaped into the Eskimo girl's
dark eyes. She did not glance at her hushand as he

_roga and prepared to lenyve the igloe, and Waakee- tonlc -

- diatrict-of -the-Royal Northwezt Mounted Polic

maies. 1 mel one old akima who, Ihrowgga )l Ihie
preter, told me o little of the days when threet fily
hooks bought & wile of him., At that time the fis}

hook was nbout the most wonderful thing that had®

come into the lives of the Hakimo, and even to-day &
“rgale’’ or a “rental’ of & wife or deughter is very
aeldom made without a certain percentage of pay-
ment in fishhooke.

In the village enst of Victorin Jaland I found that

“Yoarly every adult lwoman and marny of the young

girls had at one time or another bheen white men's
property. A number of -the women had been taken
repentedly for years back by the same sailors, zu is
the ecase in nearly every Eskimo village. It is a
eurious fact that, while the women de not have to be

partner, they are strangely faithful to their white
purchasers after they have once beceme their prop-
erty. The highest honot an Eskime womarn or girl
can achieve is to become a ‘‘steady wife'’; that ia, a
azilor takes her with the understanding that he is to
have her year after .year, or ns often as his ship

- gomee’ rnear-her village, the same price: being paid

ench year to her hushand or father. Tf it shooldhap-
pen that he missey 2 season, he must, in order to held
his purchase, send in the stipulated price by some
ather ship, In this event neither the Eskimo woman
nor her hirgband will listen to the advances of any
othar mun, even though the *'steady man'* remains
away for several yeurs. Ap long as his supplies ap-
pear, he is certain of fidelity,

I have before me & letter, written by Inspector
G. L. Jennings, commanding the Mackenzie River

ag little notice of her as though she had been a dumb
animal. Within five ‘'minutes Waskee had left the
isrloo for the winter,

TTTTTTT T That'in any purtof theworld—Hfe should-come-to--

that point where immorality, as we know it, should
setually mean exigtence is a cendition which it is
difficult for one to picture, Yet this condition exiuts,
and has existed for many years, along the entire
wength of the Arctic coast, and eapecizlly among the
Kopmollocks, Because of this traffic between the
whalera and the natives, the government established
its Arctic outpoesta of the Royal Mounted; and at
Herscehel, on the Polar Sea, half a dozen crude wooden
erosaes mark the graves of those who have werked
vainly to destroy u custom which will go only with
the passing of a race which is already traveling rap-
idly toward extinction. .

White men must be held aceountable for the degra- |

dation and passing of the Fakimo even to s greater
degree than in the case of the Indian. When the
first whalers went into the Arctie, the Eskimo was a
meat eater, and nature made him thrive on the diet.
Hia garden was the open sea and the great ice flelds;
his only food the polar bear, the whale, the seal and
fish, But the white man'sahips quickly changed thia.
They brought him fiour, sugar, dried fruits, canned
atuffs, tobacco and liquors, and the Eskimo’s dietetie
aystem underwent a change, so that in the course of
a generation these things hecame necessities to him.
As the polar bear and the whale disappeared, they
beeame still greater necesaities, until at last the
failure of a whaler to winter near a village meant
gtarvation, For a time the BEskimo paid for these
thingg ir fura; hut as forg pgrew more and more
scaree, and whalers more and more numerons, he had
to find other ways of payment. His basic fdea of
morality was almost nil, 8o it was not difficult to
influence him to purt with his women, Thé change
brought about at least one good effect. On 2n avers
age, about three out of every four Eekime children
born are girls, and until the white men eame and
placed e value on-the female, the molhers allowed the

says, In part:

Suilers coming hern repontedly take the szme woman, Years
that they do not oo autfits are sent in by them. Thin relatlonuhin
“between thi sailots End the natives Is Bow = migtEsrof exlatence. "No
longet enn the Eskimo ito without ten, tobzeeo and bresdatuffs, With.
out the intter children die. Since their masociatlen wlth the whita
men the natives here have naver lived or drassed 8o well,  Alsa they
have learncd much of the white man's woys, his lnngunre, writing,
cleanlinesn, zooking, housgekeeping, ete, Mozt of the igloos are very
clann, slthough bomellmes the odor from senl wnd rotten fivh is rether

wtreng. Every family haven bath at leait once n week and every Sun-

day uppear in clean clothes. They take planty of exercise and are
very {ond of football. They huve no morriage ceremony, the consent
of the bride's father bheing alone sufficient. Now that they have

learned our murciage laws the men hava expressed themoalves o -

strongly agninst It, fearing that thelr wives will not be allowed to
tuke anilors. Laat snmmer four native couplen were lexally marsicd
at thie point, Luoter’when they found Lhat o ship would winter here
and that, under our law, their wives could not take men for the win.
ter, tha Bsk!mo husbande come in a body und mode the fallowing
complnint: “Minizstor, ha liks me get married ; now he ot to give ma
grub,"” The point in gquestion wad one beyond thelir comprehenalon.

In spite of Inspector Jennings’s asdertion that the
white men have had several beneficial effects upon
the nutive population of hie district, it cennot be
denied that, since thesé 'relationshipas with white men
began, the Eskimos have died off at an alarming rate.
Thirty years ago there were probably five thonsand
Eakimos between tha Mackenzie and the epstern end
of Victeria Teland. It is doubtful if there are now
much more than n quarter of that number, They gre
cleaner and & trifie more ‘‘¢lvilized,”* it is true; but
the men are no longer the daring little kayaek hunt-
ers of long ago, when single-handed they ventured
forth to attaek the polar besar on his iee floe,. Civi-
lized man’s “‘neceasities,”’ purcha irough their
women, have wenkened them. once munde the
acquaintance of an Eskimo village of twenty people.
Two yeors later there were only eleven, of those
twenty left alive, They had fallen sick and died dur-
ing the winter, not beeause of a searcity of meat, but
beeause they had no flour, Scores of children are
born with white blood in their veins, and thus the

4L e, L WBHLY Yyl apu Lhitle wilo
red lislkimos at Wittigazuit, “There are note lea.
han fifty, ~ Twenty years ugo there wete sevew hon

Atruae Siladat

‘dred in the. Mackenzie delta.: To-day there are onty

two huandred and sixty from.the Alsska border. to
Baillie Ialand. .. The figures tell the story.

A Restaurant Woman’s Sermon,

WOMAN who evidently haa been in a poaition

A to observe things for herself and has formed
positive opiniona writes to LEsLIE’s a8 followa:
“Having employed from ten to twenty girls and
young men for years, the problem of fallen women

hae.always confronted me...Thia is my line.of rea- ..

goning® A man seeme to consider a waitresg his pat-
ural prey. If she is new ut serving the pablie, she
repels his advances with shamed face and hot tears;
if married and reapectable, she repels him angrily
and withno hiding of her disgust; but if rather tired,
dispirited and not new to the persiatent attentions of

.men, young, middle-aged, old and bald—heaven help

herl—she struggles no more. 1 cannot yet see a
girl I consider willfully immoral.  Any normal
woman likes, even cravee, the attention of a man,
and it seema go meny girls must be destroyed and
cast apide bafore a young man ig ready tc say ten
good girl, ‘Y love you and I want you to marry me.’
She must be good, though he may have wallowed
through yeara of filth.

A hachelor of forty, who called himaelf 2 man of
the world, 2aid to me, ‘I'd like to marry and settle

_dawn, but 1 know so muech about women, I'm afraid

to- trust’ ona enough - te marry her.' - My unawer
flaghed, ‘What zre you?' But he didn't appear to
consider that side of the guestion. Then there ia the

.._married_man, whe expects bis_wife to behave; but

living,
" wpparent on the surface and to the m

he uses my telephone to tell her he Is too busy to
come home to dine, and is not abashed that 1 see the
woman waiting at the table for him to order & fency
‘dinner. Or, if he ¢omen In alonk, ba hes no end of
time to start op & flirtation with soma gifl, But the
old boy, sans eyes, gang teeth, sans hair, fat, ugly,

but.visibly.prosperons,.to.quate._the girla’ slang, ‘He .

sure i8 the limit!" 5o old in vice, he does not care
who sees him as he is!

“'When I was eighteen, I went to an old lawyer,
an honored soldier, a congressman, a Mason, an Odd
Fellow and earrying & good aection of the alphabet &t
the end of hiz name. I needed legal advice and he
represented to my mind a father. His attentions tu
me were such that I fled in dismay. He wasn't
fatherly. But, oh, the poor girls that can’t always
flee !

““In one city a woman pued & prominent man fo:
support. He had o legal wife. Thia woman elaimev

to have been a common-law wife. The man admitted

a lisison, but said the woman was trying to fore-
money out of him because of it, and there were other:
(no doubt on hoth sides). The judge denied her clair.
and sternly ordered the woman to cease annoying saidl
prominent man. She took her child’a hand and they
went away. 1 am not a suffragette, but surely i’
women had sdine part in making and interpreting the
iawsg they would deal more justly with fallen women.
“1n an article published in LEsLIE’s, the injusticr
of woman to woman is deplored. This is nseless, A
pure woman cannot make a social equal of a woman
of the atreet. But I know my sex, and I afirm thm
a goad weman will teke cure of that fallen sister ani
wili deal as foirly by her ns men deal by fallen men.
Sha will give her justice, and It will ba no paredy.
““Men who are true, tet the girl question alone and
start after the boys. They will llsten to you when
T {Continued on page 340,

—m It P2 cnrioug_how peaple,

eullug We nusl produces HIore wetda o
fug mhan nnd benae't

This i one of the festures of
South's fight to reduce the high cost’
Thut it iz un effective one

casual observer,

With the boys ebtaining real resu
from their corn and cotion, the girls
not forgotten. The girls’ tomato ¢
follows in the wake of the boys’ «
eluli—the co-eds of Uncle Sam®s scl,
—and the Department of Agriculu
shows itself no diseriminator’ ageai
thg fairer sex in its camnpaign of eidn

-tien.  With tomato growing gees tom

canning, and the resalts are of gr
value to the girla now and when ti
become the mistresses of their o
farm-houses,

The department is not alone yespo
ble for alt this, however. The best

. dication of enlighterment in any o

munity is when its business men be
to realize that nething benefits them
dividually 20 muchk asg the uniform
equitahie development of the commm
in which they five. Southern busin
men generally are turning to this ata
marship of economic development
the corn clubs he.,tomatgcluhs 1
been part of the resulta,

Hard To See

EVEN WHEN THE FACTE ABOUT COF
ARE PLAIN.

believe what one can clearly see.
Tell the average man or woman !
the slow but cumulative poisonous ei
of caffeine —the alkaloid in tea and
fee—tends to weaken the heart, u
the nervous svatem and cause indi
tion, and they may Javgh at you if
don't know the facts.
. Prove it by acianca or by pract
Jemonatration in the recovery of oo
Arinkers from the above conditions,
a iarge per cent of the human fu
will ahrug their shouwlders, take
drugs and—keep on drinking cofl
L3N
"“Coffee never agreed with me
with several members of our househ,.
writea a lady. ‘It enervates, depr.
and creates a feeling of lanpguor
henviness, It wanm only by Jeavin
voffee and using Poatumn that we d
=red the cause and way ont of these
“The only reason, ] am sure,
Pogtum iz not used altogether to
vxelusion of ordinary coffee is, ©
nersona deo not know and do not
willing to learn the facta and h
prepare  this  nutritions  beves
There’s only one way—according
direetions—boil it fully 15 mim
Then it ia delicious.”” MName give.
Postum Co., Battle Creel, Mich. |
the little book, **The Road to Wellvit
in packages, ''There’s a reason.”
Ever read the above Ielter
new one appears Irom thin.
tme. They are genunine, trae,
lull of haman Ixterest.




