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A Qi*iy Built for the Future

c By JAMES OLIVER CURWOOD

FROM A LOG SHACK TO A CITY FILLED WITH AUTOMORILES [N SEVEN YEARS

The plccure on the teft shows North Binleiord. Canada,

go West. And young mer went. [z was young

blood, fit for hardship and strife, thae was chiefly
responsible for the apeaing up of our own great West,
Young men followed the trail of the heaver. Young men
blazed the Oregon trail. It was youth that laid the foun-
Jatioms of a nation beyond the Mississippi——not boyish
vouth, but manhood in its prime. And history is repeat-
ing itsell.

Canadidan statistics tell some remarkable facts—facts
which are not largely advertised by boamers af the Do-
minion west, who picture the prairies as a land of milk and
honey for all. They do not say “Only the youngest and
strongest of you can achieve success here,” for that waould
be a jolt to busingss. As a consequence, futing adver-
tisements have drawg thousands of Americans into the
Canadian west who have not been strong enough to
“stand up" under the pressure, and who have wrecked
themselves on the rocks of a new country. This, pér-
haps, has been best for the countey itself, for '

E E GRACE GREELEY once advised the young man to

geven yedrs aga.
occuples the alte where the cabin formerly staod.

s000.- [ don't think that North Battleford, geaerally
speaking, has mare of youth in its population than other
new place in the Northwest, but its figures are remark-
able. [ its population of 5,000 it possesses only one per-
son who has reached the age of seventy. One of the “old-
est four” is Maver James Creise, who is Rfty. Qf the
5,000 people ia the city, 4,600 are under the age of forty.
Of these, 1,800 range between the ages of thirty and
forty, and 2,800 are under thirey.

\What a tremenedous “ working power’' this youth means
in a city of 5,000 people is shown by results. The city is
buitding itself of stone and brick. 1t has a S120,000 col-
legiate, a $100,000 hospital, @ $200,000 exhibirion grounds,
brick and stone schools, four banks that represent a cap-
ital of $44.000,000, a modern fire department, including
a chemical engine, an $80,000 post-pffice under construe-
tion, ten miles of sewer, vight miles of cement sidewatk,
and is counted the best lighted city in Saskatchewan.

Two years ago, when people came in too fast to e

The pleture en the rght ahows the same iocalicy a3 Lt i today. The second bullding from the right

The up-to-date clubs in.the Lrele Canadian cities
west have proved themselves among their most val
assets.  ‘The best men of the town meet there, exc:
ideas, and plan.  Visitors are impressed by it, amd -
tained there. . [t 15 an advertisement and a working !
“QOur busingss men would never get together soci
it were not for this club,'” said a Saskatoon man 1
“As it is, some of us meet every evening and ever
and you can casily understand how such  assix
is of value to all of us. It gives us ideas and
enthusiasm,”

You can't keep down towns whose men possus
sort of spirit—especially in a rich and fertile e
They quickly grow iata cities.  From the first the -
of their citizens has been that of the American de
E pluribus ufium—and thar is what has made the
whar they are.  Young Americans are chiefly dois
husiness.  Foglishmer who have no use for “ifts,
wha prefer fire-places to modern furnaces. anrd no
Lenities in the cities west of Winnepeg.
adians who come from the farher cast

nothing succeeds like strength and young bleod
when it comes to laying the bone and sinew of &
new people.  And as a result of the fact that it
has largely beer a matter of “the survival of
the fittest” in the Dominion west, that west is
now showing the whale world a thing or two in
the way of town and city building.

[t is probably unique in histery that a little
city of 5,000 people should atiract the investi-
gazion of a city of millions. Yet this is what
North Batrleford, Saskarchowan, did in the case
of Chicago, in the matter of its municipatty-
owned apartment houses. .

Not iong ago Ex-Presideat Taft said that it
would mot be long before the Canadian west
would have ten million people. There were

to wake up. or go dewn with che £
men.

Great interests are beginning to look
western Canadian cities as they have
regarded cities before.  For instance. a L
company sont iavestigators to North i
fartl six months ago, and asked for a [r
1o build o strect railway —a stregt T
mind you, in w tewn which at that tic
1.500 people! Tn the end the company a
i franchise so liberal to the citizens
would make an ordinary American cit:
put up boads, and pledged itself to give a
minute schedule from the start. Unddl
Bateleford  has 15,000 people, this co
vannot make a cent. But the enthusia:

thousands of people, and many newspapers,
who laughed at him. On the other side of the
horder Sir Wilfred Laurier replied to disbeliev-
crs by saying, “It is not a question of there
eing ten million people west of the Manitoba
houndary. There will be twenty. The question
of present impartance s, " How soon will there be ten
miflion? "

The next year or two will do milich toward answering
this question.  Five years ago there were less than hali
a dozen cities in Western Canada of 5,000 people or aver,
Today there are sixteen.  Next year there will be between
twenty and twenty-five; the following year over thirty.
And the number wilt continue to increase rapidly. Mich-
igan, a state that could be tucked into a corner of Sas-
katchewan, has forty-three cities of 5000 population or
over, Ohie has sixty-five. Four Chio countics have
noare cities of over 5,000 population than the whole of
western Canada., The twenty Central and Western
States have 52 in atl. ‘'How long, then,” agks Lauricr, in
pointing out these facts, " will it take western Canada te
ger its ten millions? ™

Today the process of town and city building west of
Wianipeg is a marvel—and a science.  Take for instance
the ciey of Nerth Battleford.” Seven years ago, when 1
visited the place to waik over Reil's old battle-grounds,
these was a log shack on the presant site of the eity. Two
years ugo there were 1,800 people there.  This vear [ found

When the populntion began to g
propercly housed, the town counc
an sppropriatlen fo
farty deya thls S50-room apartment was

AN APARTMENT HOUSE CWNED BY THE CITY

and was making money for this pragresaive 1ttle township.

housed, the council met, voted 520,000 for a municipal
rooming-house, and within forty days hatd a 50-room
apartment in [ull swing. Everything is owned munici-
pally that can be owned municipally, and the tax-rate s
kept down ta 12 miils on the dollar, or §i2 to cvery as-
sessed thousand. This is only one of the West's *object
lessons,” showing how a smalt city may be made to grow,
and grow right.

Canadian small cities believe in weating “hiv city
clathes' at the beginning, and they are praving aut the fact
that the experintent is not costly and it pays, There s
searcely a town of four or five thousand that has not its
up-to-tate metropolitan club. North Battlelord is plau-
ming a 3o clul hoanse nest spring.  This is 4 pretty
Dig hxury for o town of 5,000 people, amid when 1 eemarked
this [act to Jue Foley, one of North Bartleford's citizens,
whe began on nothing a {ew years ago and who is now
well o his way to being a millionaire and a Member of
Parliament, he scized pencil and paper and figured out the
cowns that had metropolitan <lubs, and what the=e clubis
weant, " Our club will be worth F100,000 a4 year 1o this
town from the heginaing,”” he said, and he spoke the teath,

ow 8t such a raze that it could mot be
it of North Battiefard, Canada, vored ! . ¢
r 8 mualcipaily-owned lodging house, and within iild.  This is typical of practically ever
helping to solve the problem - i

push of the citizine are compelling the
terests to get in i the ground foor. ar

ern Camacian town, ,

It is unusual to see citizens positss
advantage, and the big intereses shackling the
to a large extent for the privilege of coming 1
town doesitr like the metheds of eapital. s vitlz.
wwe'll du that oursclves, and run @t oA @w
property.”  And they do.

After studying vity development in the North
several vears, [ ocan state with assurnce that
pal ownership has been the chief key to prospenin
the sword of 1xanocles hanging reachy forany inean
development capital that duesn’t give positive a-
of a spuace deal. The street rilaay is the o
property  thar North Batdefond  will ot ow
this i heciuse the popularity of municipal oy
compelled  outsiders to give the eity a might

bargain.

American cilies havegiven the towis and uilix:r_
cen Ul their ideas, but new these titthe o3ed
with their vonng blood and enthusiasny, are aceod
things in the way of municipal development thut a:
at least a fow ideas to the greater cities over th
thit gave birth o the inspieation of the amal
munitivs.

| :
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FROM A.LOG SHACK TO A CITY FILLED WITH AUTOMOBILES IN SEVEN YEARS

Tha plctuee on the letf shows Noeth Be:tle(ord, Canadsa.

QR ACE GREELEY once advised the young man o
H, go West. And young men went. It was young
blood, fit for hardship and strife, that was chiefly
responsible for the opening up of our own great West.
Young men followed the trail of the beaver. Young men
blazed the Oregon trail. [t was yourh that laid the foun-
dations of a nation beyond the Mississippi—not boyish
youth, but manhood ia its prime.  And histacy is repeat-
ing itsell. .

Canadidin statistics tell some remarkable facts—lacts
which are not largely advertised by boomers of the Do-
[minion west, who picture the prairies as a land of milk and
honey for all. They da not say “Oaly the youngest and
strongest of you can achieve success here,” for that would
be a jolt to business. As a consequence, luring adver-
tisements have drawn thousands of Americans into the
Canadian west whoghave not been strong enough ta
stand up” ucder tRe pressure, and who have wrecked
themselvas on the rocks of a new country. This, per-
haps, has beea best for the country itself, for )

peven years Ao, The pleture on the right showa the same locallry a% It |s today.

occuplen the site where the cabln formerly srood.

5.000.- | don't think that North Batileford, geoerally
speaking, has more of youth in its pepulation than other
new place in the Naorthwest, but its figures are remark-
able. [nits population of 5,000 it possesses only one pur-
son wha has reached the age of seventy. Oue of the "old-
est four™ is Mayor James Greise, whae is fifty. Of the
5,000 people in the city, 4,600 are under the age of forty.
Of these, 1,300 range between the ages of thirty and
forty, and 2,800 are under thirty.

What a tremendous * working power'’ this youth means
in a city of 5,000 people is shown by resules.  The city is
building itsell of stone and brick, Tt has a $120.000 cot-
legiate, a $100,000 hespital, a $200.000 exhibition grounds,
brick and stone schools, four banks that represent a cap-
jtal of $44,000,000, 2 modern fire department, including
a chemical engine, an $80,000 post-office under construc-
tion, tea miles of sewer, eight miles of cement sidewalk,
and is counted the best lighted city in Saskatchewan.

Two years ago, when people came in oo fast to e

The second bulldlng from the right

The up-to-date clubs in the little Canadian cities of the
west have proved themselves among their most valuable
assets. The best men of the town meet there, exchange
ideas, and plan.  Visitors are impressed by it, and enter-
tained there.  1¢ is an advertisement and a working factor,
#0ur business men would never get together socially if
it were not for this club,” said a Saskatoon man to me.
" As it is, some of us meet every evening and every day,
am! you can casily understand how such association
is of wvalue to all of us. Ic gives us ideas and Iresh
enthusiasm.”

You can't keep down towns whose men possuss this
sore of spirit—especially in a rich and fertile country.
They quickly grow into cities.  From the first the slopan
of their cirizens has been that of the American dollar—
E pluribus wnum—and that is what has made the citics
what they are. Young Americans are chiefly deing the
business. Englishmen who have oo use for “lifts.” and
whe prefer fire-places to modern furnaces, find no oppor-
tunities in the cities west of Winnepeg. Can-
adians wha come from .the farther cast have

nothing succeeds like strength and young bleod
when it comes to laying the boae and sinewof 2
new people.  And as a result of the fact that it
has largely been a mateer of “the survival of
the fittest™ in the Dominion west, that west is
now showing the whole world a thing or ¢wo in
the way of town aad city building. 3

It is probably unique in history that a lirtle
city of 5,000 people should attract the investi-
gation of a city of millions. Yet this is what
North Battleford, Saskatchewan, did in the case
of Chicago, in the marter of its municipally-
owned apartment houses. .

Not loag ago Ex-President Taft said that it
would not be long before the Canadian west
would have ten miilion people, There were

to wake up, or go down wich the English-
men.

reat interests are beginning to look upen
western Canadian cities as they have never
regarded citics before. For instance, a London
company sent investigators to Nerth Baule-
[rere six_months ago, and asked for a franchise
1o build a street raflway -— a street raitway,
mind you, in a tewn which at that time had
4,500 peaple! la the end the company accepted
o franchise so libcral to the citizens that ir
would make an ordinary American city gasp,
put up bonds, and pledged itsell to givea flteen-
minute schedule from the siart.  Until North
Battdelford has 15000 people, this company
cannot make a cent.  But the enthusiasm and

thousands of people, and many newspapers,
who laughed at him. On the other side of the
border Sir Wilfred Laurier replied to disbeliev-
ers by saying, "It is not a question of there
being ten million people west of the Manitoba
boundary. There will be twenty, The question -
of present importance is, ' How soon will there be ten
mitlion?™ P

The next year or two will do fifiich toward answering
this question. . Five years ago there werc less than half
a dozen cities in Western Canada of 3,000 people or over.
Today there are sixteen, Next year there will be between
twenty and twenty-five; the following year over thirty.
And the number will continue to increase rapidly. Mich-
igan, a state that could be ‘tucked into a_coraer of Sas-
iatchewaaq, has forty-three cities of 5000 population or
over. Ohio has sixty-five. Four Chio counties have
more cities of over 5,000 population than the whale of
western Canada. The twenty Central and Western
States have 12 in all. ‘'Howlong, then,” asks Laurier, in
pointing out these facts, " will it take western Canada to

. get its ten mitlions? "

Today the process of town anrd city building west of
Winnipeg is a marveb—and a science. Take for instance
the city of North Baztleford. Seven years ago, when [
visited the place to walk over Reil's old battle-grounds,
there was a log shack on the present site of the city. Two
years ago there were 1,800 peopte there.  This year | found

propeciy housed,
2n zppropriation fo

AN APARTMENT HOUSE OWNED BY THE CITY

When the ponulation began to grow at auch g rate that it _could n
the town council of North Batcleford, Canada. voted
¢ a munbclpsily-cwned Jodging house. annd within
focty days this f8-reom apartment was helping to solve the problem

and was making money for this progrensive Hetle rtownship.

housed, the council met, voted $zo.000 for a municipal
roosning-house, and within forty davs had a 50-foom
apartment in full swing. Everything is owned munici-
pally that can be awned municipally, and the rax-rate is
lept down to 12 mills on the dellar, or $12 to every as-
sessed thousand. This is only one of the West's “object
lessons,” showing how a smdll city may be made to grow,
and grow right.

Canadian small cities believe in wearing “big city
clothes™ at the beginning, and they are proving eut the fact
that the experiment is not costly and it payvs. There is
scarcely a town of four or Bve thousand that has not its
up-to-date metropolitan ciub. North Battleford is plan-
ning a $30,000 club house nest spring.  This is a pretey
big luxury for & town of 5,000 people. and when [ remarked
this fact to Joc Folcy, ane of North Battleford's citizens,
who began cu nothing & {ew years ago and who s #ow
well on his way to being a millionaire and a Member of
Parliament, he seized peneil and paper and fgured out the
towns that had metropolitan clubs, and. what those clubs
meant. “Our club will be worth $100,000 a year to this
town frem the beginning,” he said, an‘d he spoke the truth.

push of the citizens are compelling the big in-

ot be terests to get in én the ground foor, and help

Luild,  This is typical of practically every west-
ern Canadian tawn. ’

[t is unusual (o sev citizens possetsinguthg,
advantage, and the hig interests shackling themselves
to a large extent for the privilege of coming in. Ifa
town docsn't like the wmethads of capitat. its citizens sav,
“\We'll do that ourselves. and run it as a mmunicipal
property.”  And they do.

Afrer studving city development in the Northwest for
several vears, | can state with assurance that musnici-
pal ownership has been the chicf key 1o prosperity.  tis
the sword of Damoctes hanging ready for any incoming city
develapment capital that decsn’t give positive assumnce
of 2 square deal. The street milway i the anhy clty
properey  that Nomrh Bawtleford  will nor own and
this is because the popularity of municipal ownership
compeiled outsitders to give the clty 2 nighey goord
bacgain, .

Amwerican cities have given the towns and cities of west-
crn Uanada their ideas, but now these litce cities, Allet
with their voung blead and enthusiasm, are accomplishing
things in the way of municipal development that are ghving
at least a few ideas to the greater cities over the border
that gave birth 1o the inspiration of the smaller voni-
munitics,

A YOUNG AND VIGOROUS CITY WHIGCH HAS SPRUNG U

It fs 2 clty of yound smien who have bulit it with an eye 10 the [uture and whose experlment

P [ THE WILDS OF THE NORTHWEST
& In municlpal ownership have opened the eyed vl the whole contlnent.




