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. Americans a Nation of Pill-eaters
By James Ollver Curwood

DETROIT is the greatest pill city on

earti. In other words, in this city,

chich is also famous for the manufacture

of automobiles, fully sixty per cent of the
world’s total supply of pills is made.
There is hardly a malady on earth that

petroit pills will not alleviate, and there
is no place that they do not go. In her pill

factories are made over eighteen hundred
" different varieties of the little pellets, and
it pills fo snit can not be found among

these, others will be made to order.

Imagining Detroit’s annual crop of pills
strung on thread, like Christmas popeorn,
the rope would reach mnearly three times
around the earth at the equator.

Detroit now produces seven billion pills '

each year, and the number is increasing at
the rate of five hundred million annually,
which goes to show that the pill-eating
hahit is growing greater instead of less.
One-third of these pills are consumed in
America, a conclusive proof that Amer-
jeans are the greatest pill-swallowers on
earth. Last year the average consumption
was something like fifty pills per eapita.
If one eats less than forty he is not doing

" his duty, and ean not be called a goqd
- American.  Another interesting ‘‘pill
“gtatistic”’ brings forth the fact that

American women, and not men, keep up
the pill industry. Correspondence with 2
score of the best-known physielans in as

“many of the largest cities in the United

States testifies to the fact that, mext to
candy and beauty-washes, the speeial
weakness of the American woman is pills!
She takes them to grow fleshy, and she
takes them to grow thin; she uses them to
toughen her epidermis and she indulges
in another course of pellets to whiten it;
sonte will drive away freckles, and others
are sworn to give her that healthy com-
plexion for fifty cents, for which otherwise

tacted by
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- THE MAKING OF TO-MORROW

HOW THE WORLD OF TO-DAY IS PREPARING
FOR THE WORLD OF TO-MORROW

she would bhave fo- go to the seashore;
there are pills for her appetite and pills
for her nerves, brain pills and liver pills
and hundreds of other kinds besides.

The list is constantly growing. In De-

A MACHINE THAT WILL TURN OUT TW0 MILLION
PILLS A DAY .
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troit, eaeh vyear sees two hmudred new
kinds added to it, for pill-diseoverers are
more numerous than inventors, There is
" almost as mueh romance th the pillas there
ig in gold. In the senveh for pill materials
the whole world is scoured, Savage fands
are explored. The wildest jungles and
waterless descrts are overcome in the
seavel. The costliest of expeditions ave
formed. Ewven fishing ileets ave chartered
in the northern seas by ureat Detroif
pharmaceutical institutions to secure fish
that eontain valuable oils.

A few years ngo n Detroit firm sent out
Dr. H. H. Rusby, o well-known botanist,
on one of the most venturesome expedi-
tions konown. [Prom Ariea, Pern, Doctor
Rusby crossed the Andes, and descended
three thousand miles of the Amazon in
canoes and on rafts. For months he dis-
appeared from the world, and at one time
he was given up for dead. Surrounded
by poisonous serpents, dangerous animals,
fever and discase, the Doector was mean-
while examining every new botanical dis-
covery he made. And one day he diseov-
ored the drug which has made him famous,
and which ts now known as the greatest
remedy in the world for a painful disease.
This drug was richi.

At another time a Detroit pill-hunter
traveled from Buenos Aires three thou-
sand miles across the continent on horse-
back, and discovered chekan. Another
Detroit expedition penetrated two thou-
sand five hundred miles up the Amazon,
and in the wild and almost impenetrable
swamps of the Madeira River discovered
the drug, manaca, which now gzoes into
millions of pills annually for the cure of
rheumatism. Other expeditions have ex-
plored the jungles of India and Africa.

Once the materials are secured, it is only
a step into the great pill establishments in
Detroit. In a certain great room in each
of these factories, which rumbles and
thunders with machinery and where the
air is filled with dust, strange odors and
whirling splinters, different kinds of
woods and herbs are being ground up.
One man may be at a machine which looks
for all the world like a buzz-saw, grinding
np santal logs, to he used in the making of
santal oil a little later. (thers are grind-
ing herbs and strange-looking masses, of
which not one in a thousand would know

the use.

THE WORLD TO-DAY

After the pill materials are secured,

cround up and mixed for the manufacture
ol the various kinds of pills, the result
goes to what is known as the ““mass room.”

Iere there are dozens of rollers, with men

at them, mixing all sorts of colored stuffs,

One mess locks like delicious ginger-hread:

another might be the ‘‘dough’ for angel-
cake; but the most of it would be rye
hread, if a cook should male a guess. The
odors are suffocating, and in a minute or
two a thousand particles, each with a taste
of its own, seem to fly into one’s mouth.
The next might be ealled the **biscuit
and noodle’’ department, for after the
“dengh’’ i1s mixed, it is cut into little
“‘bisenits’” and fed into the ‘‘noodle ma-
chines,’” which turn out the lumps in long
smooth pipes. These pipes go to hun-
dreds of girls, who cut them and roll them
into pills. These are ealled ‘‘hand-made™
pills. - But the greater number are made
by huge pill machines, which gulp in the
dough from the top, and turn out a veri-
table deluge of tiny round pellets at the
bottom. One of these machines will make
two million pills a day.
. The pills now go in racks to a drying-
room, and after they are dry, they are sent
to the *‘coating’™ room, where they are
put into huge, revolving, eopper drums.

Into the mass of swiftly moving pills i -

dipped ladlefuls of the sugar syrup which

““ooats’’ them. After revolving for a num-

her of hours under a strong current of uir
each pill has clothed itself in an even sur
face of the ‘‘coating,”’ and is veady foF

the last drying, and then the sorting, pack-

ing and shipping. The colors of the cout-
ing are of all the colors of the rainbow.
Some very high-priced pills are even
coated with gold and silver. !
by placing among the revolving pills thin
sheets of gold and silver leaf.

But there are millions of pills which aré

not coafed with sugar or gold or sﬂver,‘bu}‘;
whose *‘skins’’ are made of gelatin. ]ﬁlmﬁ
i

operator has a hollow bar, to one &l
which is attached a flexible tube throush
which the air is being continually ¥
hausted from the bar.
several rows of tiny openings,
are placed the pills, which are hele
hot gefatin bath. Then the pills ar® Ak
lowed to cool, then reversed, und
other half coated.

This is done .

On this bar ar®
and on thesé
1 there:
: ) : here
by suction while they are dipped ity

s
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The Rio Grande Irrigation

By Frank N. Bausket!

fFIIE construetion of the E
soon fo begin, the Secre
itertor having given his san
sudertaking., This huge piece
i to abstruct the Rio Grande,
Bl in connection with what
B Rio (irande irrigation pr
Foject les in New Mexieo and
siudes several units, name
Tande dam, the Leasburg di
21l the dam which is now {o be
asbury diversion dam alrea
Fanpleted, the waters which it
ctent to irrigate 25,000 acr
’l}"

.h? reservolr that will be
; ‘_'Epgle dam will be one of
3ﬂff!1il_bndies of water in th
W tnr_ty miles in length
;gt}’ o€ 2,000,000 acre-fee
- Ffvif‘taﬂ.{)ﬂt} aeres of land

1S waters, The dam
_iﬁ‘ff erz-zmdiﬂtion to top
s T oerest, iy to he 265 f
1N Foot of the height
At the bottom it will
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